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                        /    flesh   (Part I) 
 
This message will be two parts—This week and next week 

• This week will be theological—slightly  
• Next week will be practical—hopefully  

 
John 1:14 
The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us 
 
The Trinity is not a closed entity 

• Through the Cross humanity is invited to participate in the life of God (2 Peter 1:4) 
• Before the Cross humanity is approached by God through the Incarnation 

o Immanuel (Mt 1:23) = God with us 
 
This is part of the expression of the essence/nature of God as a missionary/sending God 
 
The Father sent the Son, and the Son in turn sends us (John 17:18 & 20:21) 
 
What did it mean in that context for a person, but not just a person—a son, to be ‘sent’? 
 
It was a common feature of Jewish life for a father that had an important message that 
needed to be safeguarded and delivered 

• To send, not just a hired servant, but his son—and preferably his first-born son1 
 
So we see Jesus in the Gospels as the one and only son (Cf. Jn 3:16) of His heavenly Father  

• And He has been entrusted with and sent for the mission of revealing His sender 
• And completing the work of redemption 

o One would require incarnation—the other crucifixion  
 
Here is how we are to understand what God means in Scripture by this idea of being sent 2 

• We see this particularly in the Gospel of John 
 
 

 

                                                        
1 Andreas J. Kostenberger and Peter T. O’Brien, D. A. Carson ed., Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical Theology of Mission (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Books), 
208. 
2 The following section adapted from Kostenberger and O’Brien, D. A. Carson ed., 208. 

 



 

© Britt Merrick 2009      1o.25.o9 
 

2 
What it means, biblically, to be sent: (be thinking about the implications for us) 
 

• The sent one is to know the sender intimately (Jn 7:29; cf. 15:21; 17:8, 25) 
 

• The sent one is to live in a close relationship with the sender (Jn 8:16, 18, 29; 16:32) 
 

• The sent one is to bring glory and honor to the sender (Jn 5:23; 7:18) 
 

• The sent one is to do the sender’s will (Jn 4:23; 5:30, 38; 6:38-39) 
 

• The sent one is to do the sender’s works (Jn 5:36; 9:4) 
 

• The sent on is to speak the sender’s words (Jn 3:34; 7:16; 12:49; 14:10b, 24) 
 

• The sent one is to follow the sender’s example (Jn 13:16) 
 

• The sent on is to be accountable to the sender (Jn 17) 
 

• The sent one is to bear witness of the sender (Jn 12:44-45; 13:20; 15:18-25) 
 

• The sent one is to exercise delegated authority (Jn 5:21-22, 27; 13:3; 17:2; 20:23) 
 
What we see in the Gospels is that Jesus is The Sent One who fulfills the mission perfectly 

• And that He is the model for His disciples, whom He would send  
• Jesus functions as both sent and sender 

 
In being sent, Jesus is made incarnate—notice what that accomplishes: 

 
John 1:18 
No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained 
Him. 
 
Explained = Exegesis (ἐξηγέομαι) = to lead or bring out, hence, to make known, declare, unfold 

 
Jesus, in the incarnation, exegetes or explains God 

• The basis for it is relationship (who is in the bosom of the Father) 
 

Colossians 1:15a 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. 
• Exact representation 

 
If you want to know what God is like you look at the Incarnate Christ 

• That works 
 
If you want to know what Christ is like you look at the incarnate Church 

• That is supposed to work 
 
Here is why I am not sure it is working: 
 
The disparity… 
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• From the book UnChristian by David Kinnaman 

o “Among young outsiders, 84% say they personally know at least one committed Christian. Yet 
only 15% thought the lifestyles of those Christ followers were significantly different from the 
norm.”3 

 
What we are supposed to do as the Church is: 

• Be the Church, not just go to church 
• Scatter everywhere, not gather all the time 

 
When we scatter we are to practice 

• Missional intentionality (to be on mission) 
o Not withdrawal from the world 
o Not cultural combativeness 
o Not cultural conformity  

 
We are to go into the world and love the people in the world 

• The people we are supposed to love are the very ones we have either: 
o Declared war on or withdrawn from 

 
Here are the mistakes we generally make4 

• Cocoon 
• Combat 
• Conform 

 
 
We seem to be working from an outdated and extinct framework: Christendom (4th c. -) 

• This is not the framework that Jesus was working from 
• Jesus was working from the margins 

o Didn’t seek to Politicize Judaism or overthrow the Roman Empire  
• Instead He dwelt among the people (Jn 1:14) in humble servanthood—as ONE OF US 

o That is the miracle of the incarnation 
o Identification 

 
Christ was fully God and fully man (The dual nature of Christ) 

• Colossians 2:9 
For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form  

• Hebrews 3:14 
Since then the children share in the flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same… 

 
Patterned after this, the church also has a sort of dual nature: 

• John 17:16 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

• John 17:18 
As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 

 
We (the Church) are both: 
                                                        
3 David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons, UnChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks About Christianity… and Why it Matters (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007), 48.  

 
4 Dick Staub, The Culturally Savvy Christian (San Francisco: Jossey‐Bass, 2007), 29‐36. 
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• 1 Peter 2:5 

A royal priesthood called to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God—worship  
• 1 Peter 2:9 

A holy nation send to proclaim the excellencies of God—witness  
 

This is what John Stott calls the double identity of the church5 or Incarnational Christianity 
• We are a people who have been given a new nature (born from above) and are 

called out of the world to worship God 
• But we are also are still members of humanity sent into the world to witness and to 

serve 
 
To be the Church (or a church) is to be a worshipping and witnessing community 
 
To be a Christian is to be a worshipping and witnessing person 
  
“There is no participation in Christ without participation in his mission to the world”6 
 
Look how Jesus did this: 
“He did not stay in the safe immunity of his heaven. Instead, he emptied himself of his glory and humbled 
himself to serve. He actually entered our world. He took our nature, lived our life, and died our death. He could 
not have identified with us more closely than he did. It was total identification, though without any loss of 
identity, for he became one of us without ceasing to be himself. He became human without ceasing to be 
God.”7 –John Stott 
 
He was totally committed to humanity, without ever ceasing to be holy. 
 
Some of you are more committed to humanity than holiness 

• You are in the world, but you are still of the world 
 
Some of you are more committed to holiness than humanity 

• Your not of the world, but neither are you in the world 
 
You are both failing 
 
If we are committed to God’s glory we will want to balance both 

• Like Jesus did—totally committed to humanity without ceasing to be holy because He 
was concerned for God’s glory 

o He was with and ministered to drunkards and prostitutes and low-lives and traitors 
o But he never acted like them 

 
So the Missio Christi was and is distinctly incarnational 

• We need to be Jesus to people—be Jesus in the flesh (so to speak) 
• My friends and I throw this around all the time 

o “Oh, you’re Jesus right now!” 
o “Can you please be Jesus for a second?” 

                                                        
5 John Stott, The Living Church (Nottingham: Inter‐Varsity Press, 2007), 54‐55. 
6 Willingen Conference of the International Missionary Council (1952) as quoted in Lesslie Newbigin, The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 1. 
7 John Stott, The Living Church: Convictions of a Lifelong Pastor (Nottingham: InterVarsity Press, 2007), 20. 
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 But this gets at the idea—but we are to do it for and before the unbelieving world 
 To the glory of God (Mt 5:16) 

 


