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Pastor Britt’s Opening Prayer:
Lord, thank You for how wonderful and kind You are, Lord Jesus. You are such a kind and wonderful God.
Lord, You are so merciful to us. You are so faithful to draw near. Thank You, Lord for who You are. God, we
bless You and praise You this morning. Thank You for Your faithfulness to Your church here. Not just in the
building project, but in the building of lives. Lord, we’ve seen so many saved. We’ve seen so many
marriages saved. We’ve seen so much work happen in lives, and Lord, that is You. That is for Your glory,
Your honor, Your praise and it’s Your kingdom. Today, Lord, we want to be participants in Your kingdom.
We want to engage in Your glory. We ask that You would speak to us through Your word; Holy Spirit, that
You would instruct us about the person and identity of Jesus. We know that the one thing we need in our
lives is more of You, Jesus. More of You in our lives, less of us. Spirit, You are the teacher of all things,
instruct us about our Lord and then move us in our lives to be more like Him; that we might lead more to Him
for Your glory. We ask this together in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Colossians 1:15-18 is one of the most important passages in all of scripture, realizing that all of scripture is
about Jesus Christ. The Book, from Genesis to Revelation, from beginning to end, the entirety of the Book,
is about our Lord, Jesus Christ.
o This passage is one of, if not the clearest explanation of the true identity of Jesus that we have in all of

scripture. It is powerful, instructive and clear.
o For this reason we are taking a look at this passage verse by verse. If you missed any of our studies

please go to www.jesusisreality.com for a copy of the study.
 October 9, we studied verse 15 (Christ Above All) – what it means that Jesus is the image of

the invisible God, that He is the First Born over all creation,
 Last week we studied verse 16 (Christ And Creation) – Jesus is not a created being;

• He is the creator of all things; everything was created by Him, through Him and for
Him.

•  He is the beginning and the End, the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.
• He is the cause of all things and the consummation of all things.
• All things came into being by Him and because of Him. They exist for Him and they

will have their ending in Him.
• In Christ Jesus we move and live and have our being.

Colossians 1:15-18 says concerning Jesus, 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created by Him and for Him. 17 He
is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also the head of the body, the church; and
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in
everything.

Last week, we saw some very important doctrinal ideas: Jesus is the Creator. We went all the way back to
Genesis 1:1-3, where the Trinity is displayed very clearly without a shadow of a doubt.

The product of God’s creativity is a triune-universe. Time, Space and Matter. It is a trinity or tri-unity. The
universe is not a triad, that is part time, part space, and part matter. Rather, it is all time, all space, and all
matter. The universe is a tri-unity.

When God created the universe, He was reflecting His own Triune Nature. He is not part God the Father,
part God the Son, and part God the Spirit. He is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, and they
are all One. The triune nature of God is reflected in His creation. God is manifested in three complete
Persons, which have one unity, one essence, one being. The doctrine of the Trinity.

• Jesus is the Creator.
• God spoke all things into existence.

o John 1:1-3, Jesus is the Word. “In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with
God. And the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”



 It’s very important for us to grasp these doctrines that we learn them, cling to
them and speak them into the world around us. In our community alone, there
are a ton of false ideas of who Jesus is.

• They want to reinvent Jesus, they want a Jesus in their own image, but
that is not the Jesus Christ of the Bible.

o The Bible has never been proven wrong, faulty or
contradictory. It is daily being shown to be God’s true word, in
archeological sciences, in manuscript evidence, and in the
study of history.

o The inerrant, infallible word of God declares that Jesus Christ
is the Eternal God.

o The Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses (JWs) do not deny
Jesus altogether, but they do seek to dethrone Him ultimately.

 Mormons teach that Jesus is the spirit brother of
Satan.

 JWs teach that Jesus is another god. He is a god but
not the true God Jehovah.

 Islam esteems Jesus as a very important prophet, but
they say Mohammed was above Him. They wouldn’t
ever say that Jesus is God.

 And so it is with the New Age movement, which
doesn’t deny the historical person of Jesus, but they
definitely dethrone Him from His true identity.

• Verse 17 clarifies the identity of Jesus even further.
o “He is before all things.” Before anything else in existence, Jesus was the Triune God.

  This is known as the Doctrine of the Preexistence of Christ. He has always
been.

• We know from science and the Bible that the universe had a definite
beginning. There was moment when the universe began. But, the
Creator never had a beginning. He always has been.

 Making sense of this is hard for us. It is hard for us to get our mind around this
fact. Our finite minds cannot fully comprehend the concept of an infinite, eternal,
transcendent God.

 God started everything that we see.
• What was before God? Nothing.
• What made God? Nothing.
• How did God get here? He didn’t; He always was.

If God were simple enough for us to understand,
He wouldn’t be worthy of my worship or able to meet my needs.

He is infinitely beyond us. He is high and above us.
We cannot comprehend with our finite minds an infinite God!

o Micah 5:2c “His goings forth are from the days of eternity.”
o John 8:58, Jesus says concerning Abraham, “Before Abraham was, I am.”
o John 17:5, Jesus says, “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory

which I had with You before the world was.”
 Jesus clearly claims to be one with God, to be absolute deity, to be eternal.

o Isaiah 42:8, God said, “I am the Lord, that is My name. I will not give My glory to another,
nor My praise to graven images.”

 God will share His glory with no one else. If Jesus were merely a great
prophet, teacher or man, He could never have said, “Now, Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”

o The Bible is absolutely clear in that Jesus is the pre-existent
eternal God. He created all things. Himself being uncreated.

A Matter of Cause and Effect
• The scientific law of cause and effect states that every material effect must have an adequate

cause that existed before the effect.



o Based on this scientific law, the universe could not have created itself because
 matter could not have created matter.

o All matter must have a cause, something that was before it. Jesus Christ is not matter,
therefore He did not have to have a cause.

 God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
(John 4:24)

• Matter could not have created itself.
o Colossians 1:16, “Jesus Christ created both the visible and invisible.”
o Colossians 1:17 “He is before all things.”

Colossians 1:17b, “…and in Him all things hold together.”
• Jesus has always existed.
• Jesus is before all things.
• All things were created by Him and for Him.
• All things continue in Him.

o By His power.
 Hebrews 1:3a, speaking of Jesus, “And He is the radiance of His (the Father’s)

glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the
word of His power.”

• The Bible teaches that Jesus upholds.
o Literally this word means to support or maintain.

• Jesus maintains or supports everything by the word of His power.

Jesus spoke the world into existence and He maintains it with His power.

• Jesus is not only the originating cause of the universe, but He is also the conserving cause of the
universe.

o He caused it to come to be, and He also causes it to continue to be daily.
 This is called the “Contingency of all Creation”.
 All creation is dependent on its Creator for it’s continued existence. The Bible

identifies the Creator as Jesus Christ.

All Things Continue in Him
• When God created the universe, He created Time, Space, and Matter.
• God put into place what was necessary to govern, rule and regulate the function of Time, Space,

and Matter. In His creativity, He put certain laws in place.
o God’s goal was to create a cosmos, an ordered system, as opposed to chaos, which is an

unformed substance or mass.
 For example: gravity. We can only jump so high because of gravity. It keeps fixed

things in their place and regulates the motions of moving things.
 These laws are an expression of the mind of God. (J.B. Lightfoot)

We can’t grasp the beauty of the mind of God.
He is amazing in His creativity, which is expressed in everyday things that we take for granted.

The works of God overcome some people with the awesome reality of who He is,
While others may never give it (and God) a second thought.

• There are those who see the laws that govern the universe and think that it is merely natural.
• There are those who understand that there is an intelligent creator that put these things into motion.
• There is a liberal theology that’s called Deism. It teaches that God created everything (us, the

world, etc.) and then stepped back and more-or-less abandoned it all.
• The Bible teaches a personal God. A God who is infinitely and intimately concerned with His

creation. He upholds, supports, maintains that order system with all its properties and laws.  Jesus
is not only the originating cause, but He is the conserving cause.

o He caused all things to be, and He is causing all things to continue to be.



Consider the delicate balance of our solar system.
• The Sun’s surface is 12,000 degrees Fahrenheit. If we were any closer to it, we would burn up. If

we were any further from it, we would freeze.
o It seems that we were placed in perfect relation to the sun!

• Consider the moon and the gravitational pull it has on the earth on its affect on the tides. If the
Moon did not remain at a specific distance from Earth the ocean would completely inundate the
land twice a day. Yet they remain in perfect position while the Earth travels around the Sun at eight
times the speed of a bullet fired from a gun.

o It seems that we have an intelligent designer. It all works perfectly!
• There is something that is maintaining the universe, something that is holding it all together.
• Things don’t happen in our universe by accident.

Jesus Christ created and sustains the universe by the word of His power. (Hebrews 1:3)
He upholds, maintains, guides and propels creation.

NOTE: Some may look and say, “Well, they are all functions of nature.” And, there are natural explanations
for why the sun rises, the weather changes, the rain falls, the grass grows. But don’t stop at the natural
cause.

Understand that there was first One who caused it.
The law of Cause and Effect states: every effect must have a cause.

These very laws of the universe are the product of the creative genius of Jesus Christ. It is He who holds
them all together, and keeps them functioning. He maintains the delicate balance for life’s existence. In Him,
gravity, and centrifugal, and centripetal forces exist and continue.

• Jesus is the energy of the universe. He energized it with His Word.
•  Jesus is the basis for Science.

o Everything that can be observed, repeated, and tested is because of Jesus.

Jesus Christ aka “The Strong Force”

Observe the Atom. Everything is made up of atoms. In the atom is its nucleus, which contains positively
charged and neutral particles, that should by all understandings repel and fly apart. You are made up of
millions of atoms! But, according to the science and laws of nature as observed, repeated, tested, and
verified, every nucleus should fly apart. We know that it takes incredible power to split the nucleus. But,
somehow it is literally “held together.” Scientists do not understand this phenomenon, but they call it “The
Strong Force.” Yes, it’s a Strong Force and His name is Jesus Christ!

Jesus is holding it all together moment by moment, day by day, century after century. But, there will be a day
in the future when He will let go!

• 2 Peter 3:3-7
o  “3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking,

following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For
ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of
creation."

 If you are a student of Bible prophecy, you will have people saying this to you.
o 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens

existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the
world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.

 Peter references Creation and the Flood. It escapes their notice that God created
the world and at one time when man was in rebellion, He flooded the world.

 Peter was both a Creationist and he believed in a literal flood.
o  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the

day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
 God told Noah to build the ark because His spirit would not always strive with

man. God loves His creation. He desired that none should perish, but that all
would be saved. So the whole time that Noah spent building the ark, he was to
preach righteousness to humanity. Noah was to let people know that the God,
who loved them was holy and righteousness in His nature, could not deal with
their sin any longer. Anyone who repented could have gotten on the boat. But
none did.



Judgment and Those Who Refuse Salvation:

We are in the same situation in this world as in the days of Noah. God is saying, “I love people.”

He made us. Psalm 139:14 states that every one of us is fearfully and wonderfully made. But we have a sin
problem and He is a perfect and Holy God. He cannot allow sin into the kingdom of heaven. So, He gave
Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins. To pay a price so we wouldn’t have to pay the price. To take
our penalty so we wouldn’t have to take the penalty.

Because He loves us, God offers us salvation freely. But, if we refuse salvation and deny the character of
God, the only thing that remains is judgment. The last thing that God wants to do is judge us for our sin. This
is why He poured it out on His Son Jesus Christ on the cross. He wants to give us blessings and gifts and
eternal life. But, He can’t do it as long as we are in rebellion to Him and have the sin problem.

When we come to Jesus and say, “Jesus, I’m a sinner. You’re the savior, forgive me and save me” at that
moment, the Bible says we are washed white as snow: the greatest miracle the world has ever known. We
are forgiven!

But, those who refuse Jesus’ forgiveness are left with judgment. The Bible says that Jesus holds the world
together. He keeps it. But, he keeps it for the Day of Judgment, when those who have refused the love of
God, refused the salvation of Jesus Christ, will be justly judged for their lives.

• 2 Peter 3:8-10
o 8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like

a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish
but for all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which
the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense
heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.

 There is coming a day when Jesus Christ will let go! At that moment every
nucleus and every atom flies apart! The God of the universe will declare it done.
He gave man sufficient time to repent and He’ll now let go. The nuclei that He
holds in His hands will finally do, as they should. The elements will violently repel
from each other and fly apart. A melting with intense heat will take place.

 We are living in the last days of the Church. Jesus is coming for His Church. The
Bible says that what follows is the Tribulation period. After that, Jesus physically
returns to the earth for a thousand years, called the Millennial Kingdom. After that
time, the Great White Throne Judgment of God. And then, eternity, where there
is a new heaven and a new earth.

• It is at that entrance into the new eternity where Jesus will let go and all
the elements will burn with intense fire and heat!

o 2 Peter3: 11-13 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this
way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live
holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God
and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction
of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13

But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. (See
also Rev 20:11-15)

o Revelation 21: 1 then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for
the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is
no longer any sea.

 Remember: the first heaven and the first passed away
because Jesus let go! (2 Peter 3:12)

o  2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying,
"Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will
dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there



will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first
things have passed away." 5 And He who sits on the throne
said, "Behold, I am making all things new " And He said, "Write
this down, for these words are faithful and true." 6 Then He said
to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from
the spring of the water of life without cost.

• Here is a wonderful picture of our glorious future.
• People look around at our world and say, “There is so much pain and

destruction. How can there possibly be a good God?”
o Read the end of the Book. The end of the Book says that God

will right every wrong. In the new heaven and in the new earth
there is no more crying, pain or death, no mourning. But, God
shall be with us and He will wipe away every tear. He will
tabernacle, He will fellowship with us. The Faithful and True,
the Yes and Amen, the First and the Last, Jesus Christ says,
“Come to Me for eternal life. I will give you water without cost.”

How amazing it is that Jesus is holding everything, including your life, together!

Jesus is infinitely and intimately concerned with every aspect of your life!
We have a God who is incredibly interested in our lives!

If Jesus can hold all things together, then that includes your life.
Your relationships, your emotions, your pain, your losses, your gains - - - your life!

Pastor Britt’s Special Closing Message:
Perhaps today your life seems like it is spinning out of control. There are unforeseen circumstances and
stuff you never thought would happen. You’ve tried it your way. Listen, it’s time to do it His way. He holds all
things together. If you will let Him, He’ll hold your life. He is the answer that you’ve been looking for. He is
the longing of your heart. He is the satisfying of your thirst. He is the filling for your hunger. He is what
you’ve been waiting for, hoping for, searching for everywhere; it’s in Jesus Christ.

If you will let Him, He will take hold of your life. He will keep it together for you, but you’ve got to let Him. You
see part of God’s sovereignty is that He allows men free will. The two are not in contradiction to one another.
Not by any means. It is an expression of the sovereignty of God that He allows men to make choices. That is
a sovereign act of His. Just as He sovereignly placed the stars and the sun and the moon and the earth, He
sovereignly created you.  He sovereignly said, “I will allow them freedom of choice.” Why? Because God
wants a meaningful love relationship with you. He could have made robots. He didn’t want robots. We want
robots. God does not want robots!

He made you in His image with an intellect, emotions, and feelings as a being for the purpose of having a
meaningful love relationship with Him. To be meaningful it has to be by choice otherwise it’s called rape.
God does not do that. God gives you choice to commit your life into His hands. It’s not in contradiction with
His sovereignty. It is His sovereignty, in fact it is His sovereignty in your free will that when you choose not to
give your life to your Creator, he will honor your choice. He is absolutely sovereign within our free will. If you
choose to deny the forgiveness of Jesus Christ, He will honor your choice, although it breaks the heart of
God. He desires that none should perish. Jesus stood over Jerusalem and wept saying, “Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, how long I have wanted to gather you as a hen gather her chicks, but you wouldn’t have it.”
(Matthew 23:37, Luke 13:34)

For the believer, the person who says, “Jesus, I’m a sinner, You’re a savior. I need You to save me. Be the
Lord of my life.” That person is not only satisfied and filled, and now understands meaning, but they have a
promise of Romans 8:28, “God works all things together for good, for those who love Him and are called to
do His purpose.”

Do you love God? If not, this promise is not for you. I don’t mean God as “God-whatever”. I mean God as
defined in the Bible. It’s not God-whatever. It’s not an impersonal force as Taoism teaches, as Zen
Buddhism teaches, as George Lucas taught in Star Wars. It is not “The Force”. He is Jesus Christ, our friend



and Savior. He has a name. And He will work all things together for good for those who love Him and the
truth of who He is, and who are called according to His purpose. What’s His purpose? That you be saved!
His purpose is that you would repent of your sins, be forgiven and enter into eternal life.

If you become a Christian, God will work all things in your life together for good because He takes hold of it.
Every force, everything in your life, He takes hold of it, just as He has a hold on nature. And He works it all
together for good. Your mistakes, the horrible things that have happened to you and to me, the tragedies,
whatever it be. The Lord is able to work all things together for good for those who are called according to His
purpose. But, do you love Him today? Do you hear the call today for salvation? Do you hear God saying, “I
made you. I love you. I’m perfect. I’m God. But, you’re a sinner. It’s not going to work for us unless that sin
problem is taken care of. Jesus Christ did it upon the cross. He is not a far off God, but you can be a far off
person. If you choose to be far off from Him, He’ll let you do so. But, it says in the book of Isaiah that He
waits on high to have compassion for you.

The God of the universe, that holds all things according to the Bible, is waiting on high to have compassion
on you. Just waiting. “Come here. Come on. I want to help you. I want to fix it. I want you to know Me. I want
to love you. Come on, I’m waiting.” Don’t keep the Lord waiting.

If you choose to be far off, He’ll let you be far off. But the Bible says if you draw near to Him, He will draw
near to you. (James 4:8)

If you realize that you’re a sinner and you’ve blown it, and life is not completely making sense, you need
Jesus Christ. All you have to say is, “Jesus, I realize that You are the God of the universe who draped
Himself in humanity to save me, to die on the cross to pay the penalty for my sins.”  (I cannot get over the
fact of the incarnation. That the God of the universe placed Himself in the body of a baby that we might be
saved?! That He would humble Himself to that extent; rise from the dead and therefore conquer death!)

If you need that today, all you have to say is, “Lord, forgive me according to what Jesus did upon the cross.”
He will save you.

Pastor Britt’s Closing Prayer:
Lord, I pray that You would draw men and women unto Yourself this morning. It’s amazing that You spread
the heavens and yet You know each one of us and You know our hearts intimately.

If that’s you this morning, know that you need the Lord. That He is the answer to everything.  In the
quietness of your heart you can say, “Jesus, I recognize You as the only true God and Savior. And I realize
that I am a sinner. I do things that are wrong according to Your standard. But, I rejoice in the fact that You
willingly went to the cross for me. And so, God, save me. Save me! Forgive me and save me! Be the Lord of
my life. Take a hold of my life and hold it together for me, God. I’ve tried it my way and now I surrender it to
You. In Jesus name, Amen.”

If you just prayed that prayer, listen, it’s the beginning of a brand new journey. In heaven the slate has been
wiped clean. You’re a brand new creation. Washed white as snow. You’ve just entered into a relationship
with the Living God that you did not have before. At this moment in heaven, the Bible says that when one
sinner repents the angels in heaven, because of you, begin to rejoice!!

STUDY QUESTION

1. Who is “The Force” in your life? Who loves you more than Jesus Christ?


