
Christ and Creation
Colossians 1:16
Reality Carpinteria – Pastor Britt Merrick
October 23, 2005

Pastor Britt’s Opening Prayer:
Lord, thank You for Your word this morning. And, thank You God that You are faithful for every single word
in there. You speak it and then You bring it to pass. You are that God. Thank You that Your word is
trustworthy, that it is inerrant, it is correct and right. It is our rule for doctrine and for living. We ask that today
You would reveal Yourself. That Jesus, You would reveal Your majesty and Your supremacy in a fresh way
through Your word. And, that You would work in hearts in such a way that You would be continually
enthroned upon the hearts of this church and our hearts as individuals. Jesus, you said that the Holy Spirit is
the teacher of all things. Holy Spirit, teach us. Holy Spirit it is Your job to testify of Christ, so testify in our
midst this morning. Let Jesus be exalted in the Word. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Last week we covered Colossians 1:15. It is a very important doctrinal verse. You can get a copy of the
lesson at http://www.jesusisreality.com/

• You need to know what it means to say that Jesus is the image of the invisible God; that He is the
firstborn of all creation.

In Colossians 1:15-18, Paul is defending the deity of Jesus Christ.
• Greek philosophical ideas (also known as the Colossian Heresies) were beginning to penetrate into

the church in Colosse.
o A holy and perfect God could not possibly have created matter. Greek philosophers

decreed that all matter was evil. Therefore, God could not have made it. Creation came
into being through a series of emanations that came from God.

 One emanation was far enough from God to create matter, which they assumed
was evil, but close enough to God to have the power to create.

 The Colossians thought that in order to get to God, they had to go through a
series of emanations. They classify Jesus as just one of those emanations, albeit
a very important emanation, but not as being God Himself.

• As in Paul’s time, it is very important to be able to validate the fact that Jesus Christ is God today.
o The New Age Movement, Eastern Mysticism, Hinduism, and Buddhism seek to cast

dispersion upon the deity of Jesus Christ.
o Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and Islam deny the deity of Jesus Christ.

 They all speak of a type of Jesus, but have incorrect views of Him.  They don’t
deny Him altogether, but they do seek to dethrone Him ultimately.

• Verses 15 – 18 give us a clear, unmistakable, irrefutable definition of the true identity of Jesus
Christ.

THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW

Colossians 1:15-18 says concerning Jesus, 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created by Him and for Him. 17 He
is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also the head of the body, the church; and
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in
everything.

• These verses are not merely a definition, a defense, a discourse, or a discussion, but they are a
clear and powerful declaration of the Majesty, Authority, Supremacy, and Superiority of Jesus
Christ.

o Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit penned these words from his Roman prison cell
and from his words we can see that there was an attitude of worship in his heart: Christ is
above all! He is above every rule and authority and power and dominion! He is the First
and has first place in everything!

 This Jesus, whom Christians KNOW and LOVE is:
• The CAUSE of all things
• The CONSTRUCTOR of all things



• The CONSUMMATION of all things.
o All things exist because of Him, by Him, and for Him.
o He is the Beginning of everything that is and the End of

everything that is. He Himself is the beginning and the end, the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.

o Everything started with Him, and everything will end with Him
o Everything exists for Him.

Christian, you know this Jesus.
You have access to Him.

More importantly, you are known by Him!

• You don’t just have friends in high places, but you have the friend in the highest place!
• His name is above all names. His name is The Name at which every knee will bow and every

tongue will confess that He is Lord! He has been exalted to the highest place. All things have been
put in subjection under Him. He is the Victor and the King of kings and the Lord of lords and you
know Him, Christian!  Do you know Him?

Don’t be the only piece of matter in the universe
That refuses to give praise to that Name!

• The Bible declares that all matter in the universe will praise the name of the Lord. Psalm 19:1 “The
heavens are telling of the glory of God and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.”

• At the second coming of Jesus Christ we are told in Isaiah 55:12 that, “The mountains and the hills
will break forth into shouts of joy and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.”
• Everything was created by Him and it all exists for Him.

o Your every breath is for Jesus Christ.
o Everything in the heavens declares the glory of the Lord.
o He created everything that is visible and invisible (the spiritual realm), including

thrones, dominions, rulers, and authorities.
 There seems to be a hierarchy in the spiritual realm.

• There are angels (holy) and fallen angels (demons). Jesus created
them all. He is over the entire hierarchy of the spiritual realm,
combating the Colossians Heresy that said He was just part of that
spiritual realm. Jesus is above it all and He made it all!

o The angels around the throne of God are continually singing Jesus’ praises: “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come!” The
entire angelic realm sings of His glory.

 People in the Bible who have encountered an angel have fallen on their
faces or begin to worship the angel, but the angel will stop them from
worshipping them and declare that they only worship Him who made them,
the One who is infinitely greater than them - - Jesus!

 People who were demonized, who encountered Jesus on Earth, would fall in
worship before Jesus and the demons within them would verbally recognize
Jesus as the Son of the Most High God. They knew that Jesus had absolute
authority and dominion over them.

Demons worshipped Jesus not as a result of adoration but from obligation.

There is no reason for the Christian to be afraid of demons.
Jesus has absolute power and authority over them!

 The Book of James states that the demons know that God is One and they
shudder at that fact. When they think about the Tri-unity of God and the deity
of Jesus Christ, they shudder.

You are under the cover of the authority of Jesus Christ.
We may be engaged in spiritual battle, but we are coming from a place of victory!

 This is a very important truth because part of the Colossians Heresy was the
worship of angels. They saw angels as emanations coming from God and
they thought they had to go through them to get to God.



• Colossians 2:18 “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by
delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels.”

o The Bible makes it very clear: we are not to worship angels or anyone other than
God.

 We are not to go through angels or anyone other than God Himself to get to
God.

 1 Timothy 2:5-6a, “For there is one God, and one mediator also between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all.”

• There is one mediator between you and God. Christ Jesus has
made a way to Himself. He is the Way. He is God Himself. He is
the only Mediator.

• The Bible forbids the worship of anyone other than God, and this
includes angels, saints, Mary and anyone else. It says that it is not
necessary to go to anyone else for intercession. You need not look
to anyone other than Jesus for intercession.

 Hebrews 7:25, “Therefore He (Jesus) is able to save forever those who
draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession
for them.”

 Romans 8:26,27 “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for
we do not know how  to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes
for us with groanings too deep for words… He intercedes for the saints
(Christians) according to the will of God.”

• According to Scripture: The Son and the Spirit, two members of the
godhead, intercede for us. This leaves no room for going through
angels, saints, Mary, or any created thing.

• Paul brushed them all aside. The word simply says that it begins
and ends with Jesus Christ.

This is great news!
Not only is there no created thing that can bring us closer to God,

But, there is no created thing that can separate us from God!

• Romans 8: 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor
depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

• It is all in Jesus! 2 Peter 1:3 “Seeing that His divine power has granted to us
everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him (Christ
Jesus...”

NOTE: If your religious system includes anything more than Jesus, drop it!

Simplify your life! Condense the nonsense!
It begins and ends with Jesus.

He is all you need! Get rid of anything else.

This is Good News: we can go directly to the Source of all life!

Man-made Religiosity

1. Performing for a Holy God
If you’re caught up in the need to perform for God, understand that our Christianity and standing before God
is not based on performance. If it were, we would be in horrible trouble.

• God is not impressed with us. He is God. He formed us out of dirt!
• God is not disappointed with us.

o He has placed us in the kingdom of His beloved Son and He views us through the work
and person of Jesus Christ.

o Our standing before Him is in grace (what we don’t deserve) as opposed to performance.
God is not impressed if you read your Bible or not. GOD CAN”T LOVE YOU ANY MORE
AND HE CAN’T LOVE YOU ANY LESS!



• But, because of this love, we should want to read our Bibles, pray, fellowship,
take communion, and worship God.

2. Approval of Men
Maybe you seek the approval of men. Few things in life are more destructive than this. You have the total
approval of God. Don’t look for people to meet any one of your needs. You will be disappointed and they will
be disappointed.

• No person will ever be able to meet your needs.
• You were designed to have your needs met by God.
• You will be satisfied with people when you are satisfied with God, but until that time, you will be

sorely disappointed with men.

3. The Need for Rituals
Maybe you rely upon ritual, doing this, that and the other to get to God.

• The Bible says we can enter boldly into the throne of grace in times of need.

4. Esteeming the Church and its People
Maybe you look to attendance at church, thinking if you just show up and clock in God will be impressed.

• Sorry, but there is no angel in heaven assigned to keep church attendance.
• We should want to come to church because the Lord meets with us and speaks to us here. The

fellowship of the saints is wonderful and it’s a conduit for God’s blessings.
• Be careful that you not esteem the church or any person too highly. The church is made up of

people. People will let you down. People are sinners and this building, this church, is full of sinners.
Your security and reliance should be on the head of the church, Christ Jesus. He is the only one
who will never leave you nor forsake you.

If you have any leader or pastor on a pedestal, he will disappoint you!
It is only a matter of time.

• The church and its people are conduits and not the source of refreshing. The source is Jesus
Christ.

• Your faith should not be on a church or on its people. Your faith should be in Jesus Christ.

Back to our study: Jesus created the universe and is highly exalted over it.

A Testimony of this in the New Testament
• John 1:3 “All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being

that has come into being.”
• Romans 11:36 “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the

glory forever. Amen.”
• 1 Corinthians 8:6 “there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we

exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through
Him.”

• Hebrews 1:2 “In these last days [God] has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”

• Revelation 3:14 (concerning Jesus Christ) “The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the
Beginning (origin, source) of the creation of God.”

A Testimony of this in the Old Testament
• Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God.”

o Note: The Bible starts with God and His existence.
o It is amazing that, even though there have been so many anti-God philosophies

(ancient and modern) affecting millions of people, the book of God makes no
attempt to prove that God exist.  The opening verse of Genesis simply states it
as a matter of fact. As though it were so obvious that that only a fool could say
“there is no God.”

 Psalm 14:1, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”
 The Bible starts with and assumes the existence of God.

• The Bible is unique in this fact.
• All other ancient religious bodies and religious systems, as well

as all modern philosophies begin, not with God, but with



preexisting matter or energy in some form, something that is
already created.

• The Bible simply states that God is.

Note: There is no attempt in Genesis to refute competing accounts of creation or other legends or stories.
The reason may very well be because Genesis pre-dates them all. At the time of creation, there were no
legends or stories about creation to compete against! This is the one true account about how all things
came to be.

Know and discern this: if there were something to refute, the Bible would have refuted it!

• The Book of Colossians was written to refute false philosophies about Jesus Christ.
• Genesis is the first account of creation. Every one of the thousands of stories that have come out

after it is counterfeit. These stories initiate from human origin or they are demonic.
o 1 Tim 4:1 In the last days, “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall

away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.”
 Deceitful spirits who lie about the truth of God and the word of God.

• Genesis 1:1 gives us the truth about how all things came into being: “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.”

o Here we see that time, space, matter, had a beginning (science).
 Beginning = Time
 Heavens = Space
 Earth = Matter
 They all had a clear and definite beginning and science is just catching up to

that fact.
• God created them all.

o The word “create” in Hebrew is bara, which was only used to
describe the work of God. It means to call into existence
something out of nothing; to create matter out of nothingness.

o The word bara is never used to describe the work of men.
Man can organize, build, make and form things, but they
cannot create something out of nothing. Man always has to
start with pre-existing matter.

o God created all things out of absolutely nothing.
o God spoke everything into existence.
o God, who is spirit, has always existed.

 It is hard for us to get our minds around this fact. Our finite minds cannot fully
comprehend the concept of an infinite, eternal, transcendent God.

 God started everything that we see.
• What was before God? Nothing.
• What made God? Nothing.
• How did God get here? He didn’t; He always was, always has been.

 The only other alternative is the concept of an eternal, self-existing universe.
• This is incomprehensible. It means that all things always existed.

Eternal matter is an impossibility.
o You either have an eternal God or you have eternal matter.

• According to the scientific law of cause and effect: every material effect
must have an adequate cause that existed before the effect.

o Based on this scientific law, the universe could not have
created itself because matter could not have created
matter.

 God is not matter but spirit. God created all things.
• God eternally existed and He spoke into existence all matter.

NOTE: The product of God’s creativity is a triune-universe. Time, Space and Matter. It is a trinity or tri-unity.
The universe is not part time, part space, and part matter. Rather, it is all time, all space, and all matter. The
universe is a tri-unity.



When God created nature, He was reflecting His own Triune Nature. He is not part God the Father, part
God the Son, and part God the Spirit. He is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, and They are
all One. The triune nature of God is reflected in His creation.

The Trinity Reflected in Genesis 1:1-3
1 “ In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness
was moving over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 3

Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.”
• Verse 1, God the Father.
• Verse 2, God the Spirit.
• Verse 3, God the Son.

o Although verse 3 doesn’t name Jesus, it does say: “Then God said. . .”
 God spoke creation into being. He created with His Word.
 Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the

word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are
visible.”

• Who is the Word of God?
• John 1: 1 in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

God, and the Word was God.  2He was in the beginning with God.
3All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being.

  Jesus is God’s spoken Word. Jesus Christ is present at the moment of
creation and the whole Trinity is pictured in the first 3 verses of the Bible,
when God created a Triune Universe that reflected His own Tri-Unity.

• The word God used in verse 1 is Elohim, the Hebrew name used for God. It is a plural word for
God meaning Gods.   “im” in Hebrew is a masculine plural suffix. But, in the Old Testament,
over 2,000 times it uses Elohim for the One true God.

o Deuteronomy 6:4, which is the basic foundation of the Word of God, states "Hear, O
Israel! The LORD our God, the LORD is one!” And then we see in Genesis that the
plural form of the word for God is used.

o There is one God, but when the word uses the Hebrew word Elohim, it is called the
majestic plural.

 When the singular word for God cannot fully express His majesty and
omnipotence, He is spoken of in the plural.

• Genesis 1:26 God speaks of Himself in the plural. “Then God said,
"Let Us make man in Our image.”

• Queen Victoria used a majestic plural when referring only to herself
when she said: “WE are not amused.”

 The plural nature of the Hebrew word is designed to give a fuller more
majestic sense to God’s name.

• In the Qu’ran, the false god Allah also refers to himself as us, yet
the Qu’ran explicitly denies the existence of the Trinity.

 Psalm 8: 1, 3-4,
Oh Lord (Elohim), our Lord (Elohim)
How majestic is thy Name in all the earth,
Who has displayed thy splendor above the heavens?

When I consider the heavens, the work of thy fingers,
The moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained,
What is man, that Thou dost take thought of him?
And the son of man that Thou dost care for him?

• What a wonderful proclamation. The psalmist tells God, You
are majestic. I see Your majesty displayed in the splendor of
creation. What am I that You would think of me?

• Psalm 139:17-18 says that God’s thoughts of us are good and
precious. They are more numerous than the sand on the
beach.

• Jesus said that God has numbered the hairs on your head.
That He is infinitely concerned with your coming and going.
That He is intimately concerned with every aspect of your
being.



God is high and exalted and amazing and yet He loves little you and me.
What a wonderful God, what a wonderful Maker.

How great is our God!

We don’t see Him perfectly now.
We don’t see the majesty and the glory of Elohim now.

But, one day we will.

1 Corinthians 13:12 “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but when He comes we shall see Him face to face;
and we shall know Him even as we are known.”

On that day, everyone in His creation
will see the majesty of the coming King! Amen!

Pastor Britt’s Closing Prayer:
Thank You, Lord for the glory of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Thank You for the beauty of His creation. Lord, this
morning we are in awe of the fact that You love us, and know us and think of us. Thank You, Lord. And Lord,
I ask that You work in our hearts. That You would be in Your rightful place in our hearts. That You would be
enthroned, Jesus Christ in our hearts and minds. You be the name above every name that we would
continually bow and confess to. Thank You for how glorious and wonderful and majestic You are, God. You
are indescribable and great and You love us still. We receive that love this morning with gratitude. And, we
reciprocate it with praise.

Come before the Lord and praise His name and bless Him. Bless the great God that we have!

STUDY QUESTIONS:

1. What would happen if you started and ended each day from a sure place of victory through Jesus?
How would it affect your conversation and demeanor? How would it affect your witness to others?
Ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen your faith and sustain you so that you may also live a victorious
Christian life so that you may battle with boldness and security knowing you are in Christ Jesus,
who is over everything.

2. The Bible says that Jesus Himself is making intercession for us daily. There is no person living or
dead who can take the role of Jesus as our Mediator. Have you ever reached out for help or advise
from someone in the physical or spiritual world and when you exhausted your list, you finally went
to God? Is there anyone else who has been appointed as an intercessor for us? (Read Romans
8:26-27)

3. We discussed mankind’s destructive need to perform before a holy God, seek approval of men,
partake in rituals, and esteem the church and its people over God and His word. What do you think
is behind these needs? What kinds of lies are people buying into in an effort to please both God
and man?

4. Very few things in this world hold obvious truth. From the very first verse, the Bible assumes the
unrivaled existence of God. Why do some people find it easier to put their faith in nature
(something that is already created) instead of in the Creator (an eternal ever-existing God)? Aside
from what the Bible teaches, how does this go against the scientific law of cause and effect?

5. In an effort to satisfy their urge to be like God, men and women will use existing tools and
technology to mimic a work of God, but they will never be able to create something out of nothing.
Where did this insatiable need for power first originate? Read Isaiah 14.

6. We see the Trinity reflected in Genesis 1:1-3. Take some time this week to find other areas in the
Old Testament and in the New Testament where the Trinity is also revealed. Ask the Holy Spirit to
guide you and teach you through your study of the Word. (John 14:26)

7. It is so hard for us to comprehend why a majestic and glorious God would love us so much, but the
Bible is full of passages where God tells us how much He absolutely loves us. In Isaiah 55:8, God
tells us that His thoughts are not our thoughts. And, Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “ Eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for
those who love Him.” Do you love God? In what ways do you demonstrate it to yourself, to others
and to Him?


