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Mark 16: 15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 He who has believed and has been 
baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned. 17 These signs will accompany those who have believed: 
in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly 
poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 19 So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to 
them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that followed. 
 
Pastor Britt’s Opening Prayer 
Father, thank You for this day when Your Son commissioned these men and women. Thank You for we realize that we are the fruit 
of their labor of their partnership with You. You sent them into the nations with the Gospel and we are here in this nation 2,000 
years later: saved, redeemed, sanctified and looking forward to being glorified with You, because of faithful men and women who 
heard Your commission and who obeyed.  Lord, would You make us such people today?  Would You speak to our hearts today 
and place callings upon our lives? Would you commission us; would you call us unto the nations today, Lord?  Would You call us 
into a partnership with You, laboring for Your kingdom, for Your glory.  Just as these men and women were faithful, do that in our 
hearts, Lord.  Make us doers of Your word.  Make us respond to Your word.  I ask that You would speak to us now through it and 
that by Your grace every word that falls from these lips may be directly from You.  We ask this together in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
The Great Commission 
o Historically, this passage in the Gospel of Mark has been called the Great Commission. 

o Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His disciples to go unto all the nations and preach the gospel to the 
entire world.  

o It was never called the Great Suggestion. 
 Jesus never insinuated to His disciples that if they weren’t too busy, or it didn’t mess with their family and 

finances, and if they felt like it, they might possibly share the gospel with somebody.  
o Jesus commissioned his disciples in a very profound, authoritative and empowering manner.  

o The parallel account in Matthew 28 states 18 ”And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth.” 

o This is a very important concept. Jesus says, “ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME ON HEAVEN AND ON 
EARTH.” He professes the Great Commission with this statement.  

 “All Authority” in the Greek is the word Exousia, which combines two ideas. The idea of right and the idea of 
might. 

“ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH” 
Jesus has all the might in heaven and He has all the right in heaven. 
Jesus has all the might on earth and He has all the right on earth.  
There is no name above the name of Jesus. 
There is no one before Him or above Him.  
Jesus is the First of all things. Jesus is the Last of all things.  
Jesus is All Things. 
Jesus has all authority, all right, all might, all power in heaven and on earth.  
 At first, the disciples must have thought how wonderful!  You are the Messiah, the conquering King!   You’re 

finally going to let the Romans have it.  You’ll establish the nations.  You’re the mighty One; You’re the Great 
One!  Lord, what are You going to do next?  

o Matthew 28 19 "You go therefore and make disciples.” 
o The disciples were not ready to be commissioned to do something like this, especially since Jesus was the one with 

all the power and might. 
o Jesus commissions them by first pronouncing that He has all the authority, power and might to tell them to go.  

 Jesus was entrusting His authority and power to the disciples.  
 He was giving them the authority to act on behalf of Him.  
 He was authorizing them to do something for Him. 
 He was entrusting them with power and authority. 
 He was authorizing them to work on behalf of His Name, with His authority, according to His power, and for 

His kingdom.  
 They were commissioned representatives. 

• We are not only commissioned to be His representatives, but we are to be His ambassadors.  
• 2 Corinthians 5:20  “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating 

through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  
o Webster’s definition of the word ambassador is: The highest-ranking diplomatic 

representative appointed by one country or government to represent it to another.  
• Phillip 3:20 “Our citizenship is in heaven…” 

o We belong to the Kingdom of God.  Jesus has chosen us.  We are commissioned as 
ambassadors. Appointed to represent the government of God and the kingdom of Christ in 
this world.  

 We are appointed, chosen, and handpicked by God to represent Him. 



 We have the highest ranking when it comes to honor for we have been given the 
honor to communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ. There is no other living 
creatures that is to be sharing the gospel other than us, His Church. Other than 
the one angel in the Book of Revelation, not even angels share the gospel.  

 We have been commissioned, empowered.  
What an honor and a privilege! 

The sovereign God of the universe has asked us to represent Him to others. 
What a responsibility! 

• When we reflect on the heavy responsibility that comes with it, we immediately surmise how 
unworthy we are of such an honor and how inadequate we are of carrying it out.  

o But God has not left us to ourselves.  
 
Authorized, Empowered, Equipped  
Matthew 28 19 "You go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

o The Lord Jesus promises that He will be with us till the end of the job. All the power and might is being entrusted on 
us to go and act on His behalf.  

o Mark 16:20 “they went out and preached everywhere while the Lord worked with them…” 
 When we go out on the Lord’s behalf, we are actively engaging in the Lord’s kingdom. He has not left us to 

ourselves. The Lord is with us. We are authorized by Him and His power is totally upon us.   
o Acts 1:4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had 

promised, "Which," He said, "You heard of from Me;” 
 After He commissioned them, Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem and not do anything until they had 

received power from on high.  
 Acts 1:8 ”But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  
• They would receive power when the Holy Spirit would come upon them.  

 
The Lord Jesus handpicked you.  

He commissioned and authorized you.  
He gave you the Promise of the Power, which is the power from on high, His Holy Spirit. 

 
o 1 Corinthians 3:9 ”For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.” 

 We are God’s fellow worker. We partner with God in this. It’s His kingdom, His glory, His Spirit.  
o Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand so that we should walk in them.” 
 

Not only has God entrusted all His authority to us,  
He’s also allowed the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon us,  

And He’s already prepared the work beforehand.  
All we have to do is “walk in them”! 

o All we need to do is:  
 Proclaim His Work (Mark 16:15) 
 While He is with us (Matthew 28:20b)  
 Through His Power (Acts 1:8)   
 According to His plan (Eph. 2:10)   
 To His Glory! 

 
The only way this means a hill of beans to you is if you are in love with Jesus Christ. 

Otherwise, this won’t excite you, it won’t mean anything to you. 
“It means another religious burden!” 

“Bummer!” 
 

If you’re experiencing a love affair with Jesus; if you’re on fire for Him; daily communing with Him; And if He is your 
passion, your flame, your fuel and your everything, 

Then, when He calls you to represent Him, you would be blown away by the honor. 
 

“But, Lord. You’re wonderful! You’re amazing, beautiful, glorious, and merciful!” 
“I get to represent You ?!” 

“Thank you, Lord!” 
o Ministry flows from your intimacy with Jesus Christ. 

 It is so important to cultivate intimacy with God in your daily life! 
 The more on fire you are for Him, the more you will represent Him.  

o It is the natural outflow of a love relationship with Jesus.  
o It is an honor, a privilege and a joy.  
 

o Matthew 28:19 says we are to be making disciples of all the nations.  
o This signifies more than just making converts. 
o Mark 16: 15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” 



o We are to go beyond merely preaching. 
o We are to make disciples of the nations. 

 This commission is to YOU! It is your job. It is not the responsibility of the Pastor and his staff to make 
disciples.  

o Eph. 4:12 ”To prepare God's people to do the work of the ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” 
 The job of the leadership of the church is to equip the saints to do the work of the ministry. 
 It is your church’s responsibility to feed you the Word of God. To prepare an atmosphere where you can 

worship in the presence of God, that He might meet you and begin to transform your heart. That you might 
come and be encouraged by one another. That as the gifts begin to work, you would be built up and leave 
feeling full, and filled and on fired and in love with Jesus and anxious to tell somebody what Jesus has done 
for you and thereby begin to make disciples.  

 
The Chain of Discipleship 
o 2 Tim 2:2  “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, 

who will be able to teach others also.” 
o Paul is, in essence, telling Timothy that the things he’s learning from Paul should be taught to others, who will in turn 

teach them to someone else.  This is discipleship.  
o There is an investment concept in discipleship.  

o The natural instinct is that discipleship is scary stuff and that you’re far from equipped to do it effectively. 
o However, you already have what you need to be a disciple and to make disciples: He’s Jesus Christ.  

 
Whatever the Lord has taught you,  

Entrust that to someone whom you know is going to turn around 
And make that investment on someone else. 

 
o Every Christian ought to have these three relationships in order to be in a healthy spiritual place with God: 

Everyone ought to have a “Paul”, a “Barnabas” and a “Timothy” in their life. 
o As “Timothy” – you would have someone in your life who is more spiritually mature, who is investing in you. This would be 

someone whom you should be spending time with and learning from them how to walk in the Lord. This would be your “Paul.” 
o As “Barnabas”- you need a ministry partner. Someone who would be on equal ground with you, with whom you could rub 

shoulders and labor together for the kingdom. Someone who would walk side by side with you and who would encourage you. 
Someone who would hold you accountable and make sure that you are pressing into the word of God and staying on your 
knees before the Lord.  

o As “Paul” – you would be a mentor to people young in the Christian faith. Someone who does not necessarily know much, 
but you’d be willing to teach, advise and explain the Word of God to others. Someone willing to walk with someone, listen and 
speak the Word of God into a young Christian’s life. Someone who will provide opportunities for spiritual growth.] 

In order to make disciples, you need be one first. 
o A disciple is “A person who is progressively learning to bring all aspects of their life under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.” 

o In other words,  
A disciple is someone who is all messed up,  

Doesn’t have it all figured out,  
But is slowly learning to submit all of their life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ! 

o It is a conscious decision to deny yourself and to follow after Jesus.  
o It is a daily progression in the things of God. 

 
Baptizing Believers 
o Matthew 28 19 "Baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 

o Jesus says to baptize them in the “name” and uses the singular noun to define it.  
o Jesus is making a claim for the Deity and existence of the Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

o Mark 16:16  "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” 
o Some actually take this verse and teach that a person must be baptized in order to be saved. 

 However, read the rest of the sentence: “He who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”  
o The crux of the issue, what provides salvation, is our BELIEF in Jesus Christ as the only unique Son of God, Savior 

of the world, who died upon the cross for our sins.  
 We don’t add to it a work or an action to qualify it.  

o In the second part of this verse, Jesus did not say, “He who disbelieves and is not baptized shall be condemned.” 
o At the core of this verse is BELIEF. 

 John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever should 
BELIEVE in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  

o Jesus highlights in the Great Commission that as we go forth into the world, we are to be preaching the gospel, making 
disciples and baptizing them in the Name that is above all names. 

o Ephesians 2:8 “We are saved by grace through faith alone and not of works.” Amen! 
 

Baptism – A Public Proclamation 
o We perform baptism in obedience to the Lord. We ought to be baptized because it is a powerful public proclamation.  

o When we are baptized, we proclaim to the world, “I am no longer my own. I have been bought with a price. I am 
identified with Jesus in His death, and I am identified with Him in His resurrection. Because of His sacrifice upon the 
cross, I have been washed white as snow.” 

o We go into the water, as a symbol of being washed in the blood of Jesus Christ.  



o We go down into the water, as a symbol of being identified in His death (Roman 6). 
o We come up out of the water, as a symbol of being identified in His resurrection, as we are raised up to newness of life.  
o Baptism is an outward showing of what has been done inside of you. On the inside, you’ve been washed white as snow, made 

brand new. The old man (the old self) is dead! You are now alive in Christ. You no longer live, but it is Christ who lives in you. 
o Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, 

I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  
o  It is a public proclamation that you belong to Jesus. It is powerful and very important for every Christian to be baptized in 

obedience to Jesus Christ.  
 
Mark 16: 17 "These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new 
tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and 
they will recover."  
o Jesus states very plainly and very clearly that those who believe in Him will be empowered to perform the following five things: 

1. Christians will cast out demons in His Name.  
o We have been given His authority in the spiritual realm and over demonic powers.  
o Mark 3:14  “He appointed apostles that they might be with him, that He might send them out to preach and to 

have authority to drive out demons.” 
o Mark 6:7 “Jesus sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits.”  When they return from that 

mission trip, Luke 10:17-20 records that they rejoiced and told Jesus that they had cast out demons just like 
Him. Jesus told them that they should be rejoicing in the fact that their name is written in the Book of Life.  

 
The most powerful & profound of all miracles is that wretched sinners like us can be saved! 

 
o As a child of the King, we are entrusted with His authority. It is a benefit of salvation. 
o Jesus Christ has absolute authority over the entire spiritual realm! All of the demonic spiritual realm must obey 

Him!  
o Having been commission (entrusted with His power and authority) and being His ambassadors (His chosen 

representatives), we have the authority in His Name (not our own) to cast out demons. Basic Christianity. Amen! 
Praise the Lord! 

2. Christians would be speaking with new tongues 
o This is seen throughout the Book of Acts. 
o The Holy Spirit imparted the gift of tongues to the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. 
o  Utilized to declare the wonderful works of God;  

 In a congregational setting it is used to speak forth the praises of God.  
 In a private or prayer setting, it manifests itself as a prayer language, in which the Holy Spirit intercedes 

(for the Christian) with groanings too deep for words. We don’t always know how we ought to pray. 
(Romans 8) 

o Illustrated in 1 Corinthians 12 and 14. 
o We believe that it is a gift that is for today.  
o If God gives you this gift, you ought to practice it.  

Not everyone has the gift of tongues. 
It is not a necessary sign that you have been baptized in the Spirit of God. 

 
 Some may receive it at the time they are baptized in the Spirit, while others may not. 

3. Christians would have the ability to pick up serpents. 
o This is not to say that you should be handling snakes in or out of a congregational setting just to prove a point! 

This is not what the Lord is talking about! 
o The idea here is that it is a protection in ministry and not a demonstration. 
o In Acts 28: 1-6, Paul is shipwrecked off the coast of Malta. When he reaches shore, he interacts with some of the 

locals and reaches into a stack of wood and a viper bites him. The locals believe he is as good as dead. But, 
snakebite doesn’t affect Paul whatsoever. Because of this, the locals were willing to listen to what Paul had to 
say.  

 Paul is in the frontlines of ministry, obedient to carry out the Great Commission. When the snake bites 
him and adversity enters into the picture, he receives divine protection. It accompanies him and 
authorizes the words that he spoke.  

 This is not a formula. This is not a given that a Christian will not die when faced with life and death 
incidences. Everything is and always will be up to the will of God, as He sees fit for the cause of the 
ministry and the gospel.  

  
When you are actively engaged in the Great Commission and faithfully serving the Lord,  

You are granted divine protection under all circumstances.  
You will not die one minute before your appointed time. 

 
4. Christians will drink deadly poison and it will not harm them.   

o This is something that is not illustrated and found in Book of Acts. This does not mean that it didn’t happen.  
 The New Geneva Study Bible by Nelson states, in the study notes for Mark 16:17, that stories about 

apostles who were forced to drink poison and survived are found in early Christian literature outside of 
the Bible.  

o Again, it is the idea of protection not a demonstration.  



 Someone was forced in the cause of the Gospel to drink poison and because He was not done with him 
or her yet, the Lord protected them.  

 This is illustrated in Acts 14:19-20. Paul is preaching the gospel and some Jews came and started 
throwing stones at him. Jews in those times were very good at stoning whomever they wanted to stone. 
They took large rocks and threw them at the head and the body of the victim until they were buried and 
dead in those rocks. And, they did this to Paul because he was representing Jesus Christ and so they 
left him for dead. Then, we are told that Paul got out from underneath the rocks and walked right back 
through the walls of the city and began to preach the gospel again. This is God’s absolute divine 
protection! 

 Another illustration of this is Daniel in the lion’s den.  
 Another illustration is the Old Testament story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who were placed 

in a fiery furnace by King Nebuchadnezzar because they would not bow down to him. The Lord proved 
faithful and was with them because they were obedient to represent Him.  

 
Be obedient to represent God and He will be with you in all your trials and circumstances 

With His authorizing and protective divine presence. 
 

5. Christians will lay hands upon the sick and they will recover.  
o James 5 14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with 

oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him 
up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.”  

o Basic Christianity. God is able and willing to heal people. We can come before Him and lay hands on the sick.  
 This is another area where we partner with the Lord. When we lay hands on someone and pray for 

them, we are representing the hands of Christ. We are the body of Christ. As we lay our hands on them, 
it is the extending of the authorizing power that we have been entrusted with. Often, when we pray for 
people God will heal.  

• The men and women who just returned from the Thailand Mission Trip saw all of these things 
happen. They saw people set free from demons. They saw people who were prayed for and 
healed. People received the gift of tongues. They experienced supernatural events. Why? 
Because they were fulfilling the Great Commission.  

 
Walk in the work of the Kingdom and you too will experience the Power of the Kingdom! 

 
When you place yourself in the frontline of God’s work,  

You will encounter extraordinary circumstances that require supernatural assistance.  
This is where God shows Himself faithful!  

 
If you’ve never experienced the supernatural hand of God, ask yourself: 

“Am I participating in the Great Commission?” 
“Am I preaching the Gospel everywhere?” 

Am I active in the Kingdom Work?” 
 

Now, ask God: 
“Lord, what would you have of me?” 

“Lord, use me as You will.” 
 

Step out in faith! 
 
 
Don’t ever think that somehow you’ve disqualified yourself because of what you’ve done in secret or because you’ve 
“blown it” in so many ways. If you don’t feel worthy or think that God could ever use you, think again. SORRY! There is 
no excuse. The next time you feel like you are not GOOD ENOUGH to be used by the Lord, remember these flawed and 
imperfect people from the Bible: 
 
Noah was a drunk… 
Abraham was too old… 
Isaac was a daydreamer… 
Jacob was a liar… 
Leah was ugly… 
Joseph was abused… 
Moses couldn’t talk… 
Gideon was afraid… 
Sampson had long hair & was a 
womanizer… 
Rahab was a prostitute… 

Jeremiah and Timothy were too 
young… 
David had an affair and was a 
murderer… 
Elijah was suicidal… 
Isaiah preached naked… 
Jonah ran from God… 
Naomi was a widow… 
Job went bankrupt… 
John the Baptist ate bugs… 
Peter denied Jesus Christ… 

The disciples fell asleep while 
praying… 
Martha worried about everything… 
Mary Magdalene was demon 
possessed… 
The Samaritan woman was divorced 
more than once!!… 
Zaccheus was too small… 
Paul was too religious… 
Timothy had an ulcer… 
AND LAZARUS WAS DEAD!!!!!! 

 
NO MORE EXCUSES!!!! 

    



 
Pastor Britt’s Closing Prayer: 
Thank you, God that You have filled Your Book with men and women who are just like us: imperfect and messed up. Yet, You are 
in love with us and You have saved us. Thank You, Lord! With that exhortation today, take the excuse of any Christian of not being 
useful and use them, Lord. I ask that You would commission people today, Jesus. That You would call them out. That You would 
identify gifts for them. That You would impart gifts to them. That You would call people to the nations, to their families, or to their 
schoolmates or to their workmates. Lord, we pray that You would begin to place callings on lives here today. Begin to show each 
one how they fit into Your kingdom plans.  
 
To you: 
Surrender yourself before God. Say, “God, what do You want me to do? Look no further, here I am. Send me.”  I invite you to get 
on your face before the Lord, if that is you. When God speaks to you, tell someone how God is calling you to thus and so. Or, tell 
them what God may be calling you to do, but don’t yet know for sure. Have that person pray for you. If you are the person being 
told, pray for your brother or sister, that God would empower them, that the baptism of the Spirit would come upon them. Pray for 
God to give them the gifts that they need. Pray for them to be obedient to walk in that calling. Seek the Lord together. It’s a brand 
new season. “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Let’s seek the Lord! See where He’ll send us!! 
 
STUDY QUESTIONS: 

1. When you walk past an ambassador’s residence, their country’s home flag is always proudly displayed outside their 
home. For most of them, being an ambassador holds many special privileges. What does it mean for someone to be an 
ambassador for Jesus Christ? Why do you think that instead of wearing that honor with pride and responsibility, many 
Christians tread lightly and silently about their Christianity?  

2. As inadequate as we are, when Jesus commissions us with His authority, power and might, He has made sure that we’ll 
be able to carry out this task. How? 

3. Why is it that everything we do and everything we represent are a direct result of the kind of intimacy we have cultivated 
with our Lord and God? What can we do to strengthen our relationship with God? 

4. If making disciples is not your Pastor’s job then whose job is it? Why? 
5. Every Christian ought to have relationships with three types of people in their lives, in order to be in a healthy spiritual 

place with God. What are they and what are their roles? Who in your circle of Christian believers have you appointed to 
each specific role? 

6. If baptism is not necessary for salvation, why do people get baptized? 
7. Jesus states very plainly and very clearly that those who believe in Him will be empowered to perform five specific things. 

What are they? Were these things appointed only for the First Century Church? 
8. If you have not placed yourself in the frontline of God’s work, you will never encounter the kind of extraordinary 

circumstances that require supernatural assistance. What is your excuse? If you are working for the Kingdom, share your 
experience with others. 


