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Mark 16:14 And afterward Jesus appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He reproached them
for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And He
said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”

Pastor Britt’s Opening Prayer:
Lord, we thank You that You appeared to those men that day; that first Easter when they were in disbelief and in fear, cowering
behind walls, You appeared. You revealed Yourself. You built faith in them and then You commissioned them to go into the world.
Lord, would you do the same thing with us today? As we talk about the historical validity of Your resurrection, would You build
faith in us? And, Lord, more than faith, would you build a fire in us; a fire to communicate the gospel; a fire to speak of our risen
Savior, the risen King. Lord, we confess that all too often we’re quiet about it. You rose from the grave. You conquered sin; You
conquered death; You conquered the enemy. And all too often we sit in silence, in the midst of sin, heartbreak, tragedy and the
work of the devil. Lord, would You begin to change us? Would You build a fire in us for evangelism? I pray that today, as You
teach us through Your word, that You would commission people to be evangelists, missionaries, preachers, teachers, and
pastors. That they would go forth with the Good News, Lord. So, I submit my mind and my tongue to You. I ask that You would
author my thoughts and help me to communicate Your wonderful truths. I ask this in Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Review of Last Week
• We looked at some of the highlights and the events surrounding the Resurrection.
• We discussed some of the benefits that are available to us because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

o Regeneration
o Justification
o Sanctification
o Glorification
o All of these benefits were made possible, not just because Jesus died on the cross and was buried, but because

He rose from the dead 3 days later.

Without the Resurrection from the dead, the Cross has no meaning.
It is vain and our faith is worthless!

• We also looked at 1 Corinthians 15: 17 “and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; and you are still in your
sins.”

The Veracity of the Resurrection
• Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is actual, factual and historical.

o Your faith is not a blind leap into darkness, but it is founded on fact!
 It is historical
 It is evidential
 It is defensible

• We will follow the outline of reasoning and defense that is given to us in the scriptures.
o The evidence from the Gospel accounts
o The evidence from the Book of First Corinthians
o The evidence from the Book of Acts
o These are tools that you can use as you share the Lord with people, remembering that the pivotal issue is the

resurrection of Jesus Christ.
 If Jesus truly predicted and fulfilled His own resurrection, then His words in history have validity!
 He has proven Himself to be the only way to heaven; the only Savior, the unique Son of God, God in

the flesh.

Christianity and the resurrection stand or fall together.
You must have a basic working knowledge of how to defend the validity of the resurrection

using the written Word of God.

• With your ability to defend the resurrection with even a little logic and history, you will be able to remove the
question, “Is Christianity Valid?” from the realm of philosophy into the realm of history!



o It no longer becomes a question of ideology, thought exchange and philosophy. It becomes a
question of history and it is founded upon fact.

 In the hearts of men and women, this pushes them to make a decision towards
Jesus Christ, as they are confronted with truth that is infused by the Holy Spirit.

• The world is full of many ideas and philosophies, which are contrary to one
another, opposing one another, and exalting themselves against one
another.

The evidence from the Gospels

The Empty Tomb
Matt. 28: 1 Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came
to look at the grave. 2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came
and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.
• What a wonderful picture! An angel rolls away the stone and sits upon it in absolute celebration of Jesus’ victory over sin and

death!
Matt. 28: 3 And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards shook for fear of him and
became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been
crucified. 6 He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7 Go quickly and tell His
disciples that He has risen from the dead.”
• The gospel declares that the tomb was empty on that first Easter morning.
• Watch how people, who were opposed to the gospel, ministry and mission of Jesus Christ, dealt with the empty tomb.

Matt. 28:  11 Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had
happened. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the
soldiers, 13 and said, "You are to say, 'His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.' 14 "And if this should
come to the governor's ears [Pontius Pilate], we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” 15 And they took the money and did
as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.

From the very start, the fact that the tomb was empty has never been the question.
There was no denial of the empty tomb.

Rather, people sought to explain what might have happened to the body.

• After those who were responsible for Jesus’ crucifixion bribed the soldiers with money, they directed the Roman soldiers to
tell everyone that the disciples had come and stolen the body. And, they also told them they would defend the soldiers if
Pontius Pilate got angry with the soldiers.

o If a Roman soldier failed at his post, it was punishable by death.
o In their attempt to lie about and cover-up the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Jews were actually confessing that

the tomb was indeed empty, that there was no body in it!
 Those who were anti-Christ, against the cause of Christ, professed that the tomb was empty that day.

• In a court of law, this is called positive evidence from a hostile source.

Dr. Paul Maier, Professor of Ancient History at Western Michigan University said: “this is called positive evidence from a hostile
source, which is the strongest kind of historical evidence. In essence, this means that if a source admits a fact, decidedly not in its
favor, then that fact is genuine.”

o It did not help the cause of the religious leaders that the body was missing.
o In confessing to the empty tomb, they came up with an explanation as to why the body was gone.

Historian Ron Sider says, “If the Christians and their Jewish opponents, both agreed that the tomb was empty, we have little
choice but to accept the empty tomb as historical fact.”

There has never been anyone who has presented the body.
No person or piece of evidence has ever authenticated that the tomb was not empty that day.

Never in all of history!

Dr. Paul Maier, adds, “If all evidence is weighed carefully and fairly, it is indeed justifiable, according to the canons of historical
research, to conclude that the tomb was actually empty that day and no thread of evidence has yet been discovered in literary
sources, epigraphy, or archaeology that would disprove this statement.”
• Not a single shred of evidence has ever been presented contradicting that the tomb was empty that day.
• The silence from any sources claiming otherwise is deafening.



The question is not whether the tomb was ever empty.
The question is, what happened to the body?

• People to this day will retort with, “Jesus never rose from the dead. The disciples took the body and wanted people to think
that.”

o Scripture proves them wrong.

The Burial of Jesus – Securing His Tomb
Matt. 27: 57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple
of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took
the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled
a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting
opposite the grave. 62 Now on the next day, the day after the preparation [Saturday], the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered
together with Pilate, 63 and said, "Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I am to rise
again.' 64 "Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal
Him away and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last deception will be worse than the first." 65 Pilate said to
them, "You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how." 66 And they went and made the grave secure, and along with
the guard they set a seal on the stone.
• The religious leaders of that time wanted to secure the body inside the tomb. They never thought that Jesus would not rise

from the dead. They remembered that He claimed He would.
• They wanted to secure the tomb in case of a deception.
• Pilate gave them a guard to secure the tomb.

o A Roman guard is made up of 4-16 men.
o The Roman Seal was ribbon that went across the front of the stone covering the entrance to the tomb. It was

attached with clay on either side and the signet of the Roman government was pressed on it.
 No one was to violate the area or break the seal unless authorized by the Roman government.

• Immediately after the time of Jesus, historical sources declare that breaking a Roman seal was punishable by death by the
Roman government.

o Historical writings in support of this were found in Nazareth near an inscription which read that if anyone violates
a tomb and removes a body where the Roman seal has been applied, they shall be put to death.

 This discovery dates to the time just after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. This law wasn’t on the Roman
books prior to the time of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ!

• There are some who speculate that it was the disciples and not the angels who rolled away the stone from the tomb.
o We are asked to believe that the disciples mustered up the courage to confront and defeat the Roman guards,

possibly 16 of them, in their effort to steal the body of Jesus.
 The Roman guard was the greatest fighting machine the world has ever known. They were trained to

defend six square yards to the death.
 Sixteen soldiers would have been more than enough to cover the tomb.
 They would have made minced meat out of the disciples in an instant.

o We are asked to believe that while the guard slept, the disciples silently sneaked around them.
 Not at all! Twelve of the guard would sleep in a semi-circle with their heads facing their subject. Four

would be awake in the inside, fully awake and alert.
o We are asked to believe that the disciples got past 12 guards, defeated the other four soldiers and rolled away

the stone from the tomb.
 Two Georgia Tech engineers estimated that the stone would have had to weigh from 2 to 4 _ tons.

o We are asked to believe that the disciples succeeded in defeating the Roman soldiers, broke the Roman seal,
stole the body of Jesus, and disposed of it so thoroughly that no one in history has been able to claim that they
have seen it.

o We are asked to believe that, on top of all these other claims, ALL OF THE DISCIPLES LIED FOR THE REST
OF THEIR LIVES – TO THE POINT OF DEATH!

 Except for John, ALL the disciples were willing to die as martyrs for their belief in a risen Lord.
• Maybe one, maybe two would have died for a lie, but not ALL of them.
• Thousands of others, who were contemporaries of Jesus, and their off springs also died for

their belief in Jesus Christ.

The Risen Christ

By the power of the Holy Spirit, the disciples began to preach the Good News of a risen Savior
In Jerusalem, the same town in which He had been crucified!

o Anyone in town could have walked over to the grave and disputed the disciples’ claims that Jesus Christ had
risen from the dead.



o Anyone, Jew or Roman, could have easily challenged their claims and stopped this movement of Christianity.
 All they had to do was produce a body. That would have ended it! Christianity would have been dead

before it started. We never would have heard of Jesus Christ. Period!
o If it were a lie, it could have been easily disproved, but they preached a risen Lord!

 By Acts 4:4, the Church is numbering 5,000 men and 10,000 people total in the small town of
Jerusalem, where they could have seen with their own eyes whether or not He was dead.

 Within a few hundred years, Rome, the nation that crucified Jesus Christ, would become a Christian
nation.

The Evidence of the Eyewitnesses
1 Corinthians 15: 1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which
also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For
I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He
was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
o This is the gospel message. Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. He was indeed buried. He spent

three days in the tomb. He rose on the third day according to the scriptures, as was prophesied.
1 Corinthians 15: 5 and that He appeared to Cephas [Peter], then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five
hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep [died]; 7 then He appeared to James
[the earthly brother of Jesus], then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 9 For I am
the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
o Jesus appeared to over 500 people at one time, in addition to the 3 women who went to the tomb, (according to the account

of Matthew and Mark), the two men on the road to Emmaus, the disciples, James (Jesus’ earthly brother), and Paul.
 Acts 1:3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them

over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.
• For over 40 days, the Lord appeared to over 500 people.

o Regarding verse 6, “most of who remain until now”, the book of Corinthians was written in AD 56, just over 20 years after the
death of Jesus Christ. Paul is saying, “Go ask them yourself! Jesus appeared to over 500 people, they’re still alive!”

 Note: If a major event happened twenty years ago, there would be many eyewitnesses who would still be alive
today. If anyone had a major doubt about it, they could easily talk to these eyewitnesses and ask them for
themselves whether the event really happened or not.

 Note: Nobody came forward when 1 Corinthians was circulated about 20 years after the resurrection of Jesus Christ
and said that it wasn’t true. Instead there were people among the 500 witnesses who could verify and testify that
indeed they had seen Him.

 Note: Not one voice in all of history, no document, or scientific evidence has ever been shown to say, “I saw the
dead body of Jesus Christ after the third day.” History is absolutely deafening in silence to the testimony of the dead
body of Jesus Christ. No witnesses in all of history have ever come forth claiming to have seen the dead body of
Jesus Christ.

 Note: Not many of the 500 eyewitnesses were Christians. They were not followers of Jesus Christ. It was not a mass
hallucination of Christians who wanted desperately to see Jesus again.

• James, the earthly brother of Jesus, was an enemy of Jesus. (John 7:5) He was at Nazareth when they
tried to throw Jesus from the cliff. He thought Jesus had lost His mind. He wanted nothing to do with Jesus.
After he saw the risen Lord, he became a pillar in the Church and was murdered for his faith in the Risen
Lord.

• Paul the apostle was a persecutor of Christians. Only when he saw and spoke to the Lord, did he become a
true believer.

The Evidence of Changed Lives
After the death of Jesus Christ, the disciples were gathered in a room together in disbelief. John 20:19 states that they were
behind locked doors for fear of the Jews. They are not looking for the resurrection and are frightened of the people around them.
However, after the resurrection their lives are forever changed.
o After the resurrection, the risen Lord manifests Himself to the disciples. Within a few days, the power of the Holy Spirit also

comes upon them, fulfilling the promise of the Father that was made possible through the resurrection of His Son.
 The Coward Who Denied His Lord - In Acts 2, Peter becomes a powerful preacher who confesses Jesus before

thousands. A few days after the resurrection, He boldly begins to preach about Jesus Christ the risen Lord in the
same town where Jesus was crucified, in the same town where He allegedly rose from the dead! The crux of his
message will be: this Jesus, whom you crucified, is risen form the dead! Three thousand of the people present will
repent and receive salvation through Jesus Christ.

• Acts 2 22 "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with
miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves
know-- 23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a
cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 24 "But God raised Him up again, putting an end
to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 25 "For David says of Him [the



Messiah], 'I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I
WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 26 'THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED;
MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL
TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 28 'YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO
ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.' 29

"Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and
his tomb is with us to this day. 30 And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO
HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 31 he looked ahead and
spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His
flesh SUFFER DECAY. 32 This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore
having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He has poured forth this, which you both see and hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended into
heaven, but he himself says: 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 35 UNTIL I
MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.'  36 Therefore, let all the house of Israel know
for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified." 37 Now when they
heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"

o Note: Those present did not retort with, “What are you talking about, Peter? Resurrected? The
man is dead, his body is still in the tomb!”

When they responded to the claim that Jesus rose from the dead,
Not one voice came forward to say, “That’s not true!”

Instead, they asked, “What shall we do?”

• Everyone there had days earlier shouted, “Crucify Him!”
•  38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness

of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 "For the promise is for you and your children
and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself." 40 And with many other words
he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation!" 41 So
then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand
souls.

Not one voice of the 3,000 people present challenged Peter’s statements.
Not one voice in all of history can disprove the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

 Once Vain, Now Humble - In Acts 3, Peter and John are going up to the Temple to worship. There was a lame man
who would beg by the Gate Beautiful. As Peter and John approached him, the lame man is looking towards them,
wanting to receive something form them. Peter says to him, “Gold and silver I have none. But, what I have I give to
you. In the Name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, stand up and walk.“ Peter then reached down and grabbed him by
the arm, and pulled him up. The Lord heals him and the man begins walking, leaping and praising God. Everyone
around is a witness to this miracle. They know that this man, who now was walking, had been lame. Now, they begin
to move towards Peter and John to revere, honor and extol them.
o Acts 3 11 While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them at the so-called portico of

Solomon, full of amazement. 12 But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why are you
amazed at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13 "The God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you
delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 14 "But you disowned
the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life,
the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 16 "And on the basis of faith in His
name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which
comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.”

 These are transformed lives that had seen the risen Christ and experienced the power of the Holy
Spirit.

• He spoke boldly in the power of the Holy Spirit and proclaimed he had nothing, not even
money.

• In faith, he reached out to the lame man and heals him in Jesus’ name.
• The pre-resurrection Peter would have taken all the credit for the miracle.
• Before the resurrection, Peter and John were constantly arguing about which one of them was

the greatest, even up to the evening of the Last Supper.
• They had seen Jesus risen from the dead!

 No Fear - In Acts 4, Peter, John and the rest of the disciples keep on preaching and get in trouble with the religious
leaders, the same ones who had condemned Jesus to death. These leaders command them to no longer preach in



Jerusalem. They arrest Peter, and then threaten Peter and John with their freedom and lives, if they continue
preaching about Jesus Christ.
o Acts 4: 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to

you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."
 Peter continues to display a transformed life. A few weeks earlier, Peter had denied Jesus to two

young girls! Now he is fearless before the leaders and defies those who had the power to imprison him
and take his life from him.

• Because he had seen Jesus risen from the dead!
 They prayed for more boldness. Later they were flogged, persecuted and beaten for their belief in the

risen Lord, Jesus Christ. Yet, they continued to preach with even more boldness.
 Believers Who Would Rather Die than Deny The Truth

o Every single disciple went on to be martyred for his or her faith.
 Peter would not deny Jesus nor stop saying that Jesus is Lord. When he was threatened with

crucifixion, he asked that they crucify him upside down for he did not feel worthy of dying in the same
manner in which Jesus had died.

 James the Apostle was run-through with a sword.
 James the earthly brother of Jesus was thrown from the pinnacle of the Temple and then stoned to

death.
 The only disciple to die a natural death was John, although he was once put to death in a vat of hot oil

but he would not boil! He was exiled to the island of Patmos, where he received and wrote about the
Revelation of Jesus Christ.

They all died a martyr’s death for their belief in the risen Lord.
The world wants you to believe that they did this for a lie!

o They were absolutely convinced that Jesus had risen from the dead. The tomb was empty! They had seen with
their own eyes their risen Lord!

• Taking On A New Identity – In Acts 9, Paul is on his way to kill the Christians in Damascus. While he is on the road
with his companions, Jesus appears to him. Paul is knocked to the ground and is blinded. Jesus commissions Paul
right there to be a preacher of the Good News. Jesus also shows Paul how much he will suffer for Him. When Jesus
restores Paul’s sight, his life is changed forever.
• Paul had been a leader in Israel. He trained under Gamaleil, one of the greatest rabbis Israel has ever known.

He was respected and revered within Judaism. Paul laid that all aside for a Savior who was crucified by the
Jews. Like the other Jews who had laid aside their national identity to a certain degree, Paul had also decided to
follow Jesus. The risen Lord within them allowed for them to willingly give up their Sabbath, worship on Sunday
and even stop sacrificing!

o Only a Risen Lord could have achieved this!
• Having left that life behind and given himself to the Lord, Paul says in Philippians 3:7 But whatever things were

gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be in
loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from
the dead.”

o Nothing could compare or come close to the presence of the Jesus in Paul’s life. All things were
rubbish; He now knew the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings. He was so
positive of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, of the fact that he served a living Savior, that he did not had
see his present sufferings worthy of being compared with the glory he would see when he himself
would be resurrected to Christ Jesus.

• 2 Corinthians 11: 24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with
rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I have
been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers
from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false
brethren; 27 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without
food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all
the churches.

o This is the summation of Paul’s ministry. This is what he went through for Jesus Christ because he was
so convinced that Jesus was the risen Lord.

o Paul did it all for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.



Are you convinced that Jesus rose from the dead?
What are you going to do about it?

What is the commitment of your life to the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

Jesus died for our sins, was buried and rose again according to the scriptures.

Live a resurrected life like Peter. A life that no longer fears men, but has the boldness to snatch men and women from the gates of
hell and to see them delivered into the kingdom of God.

Be like Paul, who had everything at his fingertips as a well-respected Jew and was able to say, I count it all trash that I might
share in the resurrected power of Jesus Christ.

Pastor Britt’s Closing Prayer:
Lord, we thank You for the sure truth that You have risen from the dead. Lord, bring our heart in line with that reality. Well up in us
a passion to go out and preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Maybe some of us here are like those disciples: afraid, locked up
together, and doubting, but Lord you have appeared to us today through the preaching of Your Word. We have seen You risen
and exalted. Commission us, God. Speak to us now to go forth into all the nations, making disciples, preaching the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

(To the Christian: I want to offer to you the power of the Holy Spirit. It is not that I who can give it to you, but it’s available to all
Christians. Perhaps you are a Christian and you know that you should be sharing the gospel, speaking and letting people know
about this risen Lord. You want to make Him known to your family and to your friends, but there is a spirit of fear in you. You are
afraid to bring it up or to mention His name. Listen: God did not give you a spirit of fear! That is not from God. He has given you a
spirit of power, love and a sound mind. After the resurrection, Peter was transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon
him. If you feel like you need the power of the Holy Spirit for the very first time; if you feel like you lack the power and the
boldness, you need the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Maybe, you need a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit. You know you’ve received
Him, but you want to be stirred within again to serve and to have a passion for the gospel and the lost. Ask and pray. Enter into
the mindset of what you will now receive.)

Father, we thank You for The Promise. Jesus, You said that it’s better that You ascend unto heaven, in order that the Father’s
promise of the Holy Spirit would come to us. We ask You now, Holy Spirit, come! We ask for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit upon
each of us. We ask for a fresh filling for all who are in need. We ask that Your Spirit would come upon us in fullness of measure,
God. That Your Spirit would overflow from us; that there would come torrents of Living Water from us, that there would be a new
holy boldness; that there would be a new understanding of the gospel and a new passion for the lost. God, break our hearts for
the lost, that there may come boldness and a desire to witness of the risen Lord. God, impart Your gifts on us. Call on new
pastors, teachers, evangelists, missionaries, apostles and prophets, administrators and all that the church needs to see that the
Gospel will go forth. Raise them up now, Lord, and impart Your gifts on them. The world would never be the same because You
rose from the dead. God, we ask that this coastline would never be the same because we understand the power of your
resurrection and we walk in the power of it to the glory of God.

Thank You, God. Thank You for your empowerment. Minister to our hearts as we proclaim the risen Lord and worship You now.

QUESTIONS:

1. In what ways have schools and our government tried to make sure that anything about Jesus keeps Him “dead and in the
grave”?

2. Jesus said, “ In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." He knew that His
apostles would run away and hide from those who hated Jesus. But, Jesus also knew that when the Holy Spirit came
upon them, they would stand before these same people and preach the Gospel of their Risen Savior. When people
question or mock your Christian faith, do you stand or run? What is the commitment of your life to the gospel of Jesus
Christ?

3. Unlike living and dying for a cause or an ideal, Christians throughout history have chosen to live and die for the truth:
Jesus Christ rose from the dead and sits at the right hand of God. People living at the time of Jesus’ death could not
challenge the undeniable resurrection of Jesus Christ, so they tried to suppress the truth by persecuting and killing His
followers. Throughout history and even today, many have tried without any proof to convince others that His
resurrection never happened. Why is it so hard for people to believe in an all-powerful God who can forgive sin and raise
Jesus from the dead?



4. What came over the apostles that was able to transform their lives from cowardly men to defenders of the Faith and
preachers of the gospel of Jesus Christ? Is this same power available to you or did it die with the First Century Church?
(Read Act 2:38-39)

5. What is the evidence of someone who is living a transformed life that had seen the risen Christ and experienced the
power of the Holy Spirit?

6. When Paul decided to follow Jesus Christ and proclaimed Him as his Lord and Savior, he laid everything aside. Paul set
the prize before him, finished the race and never looked back. What was your experience like when you made your
decision for Jesus Christ? How can we all finish the race victoriously and never look back?

7. Read Philippians 3: 7-11. What does it mean to know Jesus? Are you convinced that He rose from the dead?
8. Maybe, you need a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit. You know you’ve received Him, but you want to be stirred within again

to serve and to have a passion for the gospel and the lost. Maybe you feel like you need the power of the Holy Spirit for
the very first time. Why not ask someone to agree in prayer with you that God will pour His Spirit and His power on you
today?


