
Reality Carpinteria - Pastor Britt Merrick
Mark 13:28-37
The Rapture: Blessed Hope
(29MAY2005)

Bible Prophecy Sermons Series:
• This is the eighth and final teaching in our series of Bible Prophecy and End Times studies based on Mark 13.
• These past teachings and others are available on CD and at www.jesusisreality.com

1. An Introduction to Bible Prophecy
2. The Temple in Jerusalem (Mark 13: 1-4)
3. World Conditions Prior to Lord’s Second Coming (Mark 13: 5-13)
4. The Abomination of Desolation (Mark 13:14-18)
5. The Tribulation: The Wrath and Mercy of God (Mark 13:19)
6. The Coming with Great Power and Glory (Part I Mark 13:19-26)
7. The Coming with Great Power and Glory (Part II Mark 13:20-27)

The past two weeks covered the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, which is His physical, literal return to earth.

The Rapture is a separate and distinct event from the First and Second Coming.
• Access  www.jesusisreality.com for a more in-depth study of the Rapture given on June 15, 2004.
• Reality Carpinteria Church believes in a pre-tribulation Rapture.
• The Rapture Question, by John Walvoord is recommended reading for questions regarding the rapture. This book provides

different views of when it will take place and, using biblical passages, convincingly argues for a pre-tribulation Rapture.

Mark 13 28 "Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is
near. 29 "Even so, you too, when you see these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door.”

• There are two interpretation for this passage:
o Using the illustration of the fig tree, Jesus makes a simple comparison for this parable.

 Parable – means comparison. It comes from two Greek words. Para, beside + ballein, to throw. Thereby,
meaning to cast something alongside something else that you want to illustrate, highlight or teach.

• “When you see the branches begin to give leaves on the fig tree, you know that summer is near.” In
the same way, when you see the events He has told us about (Mark 13), you know that the Lord’s
coming is near.

o Other students of the Bible see a little more in this passage.
 The fig tree has always been a symbol of Israel throughout the Bible. It has been used by God to

communicate things to Israel and to us.
• Mark 11 – Jesus cursed the fig tree. This was a living parable. Although Israel looked good

outwardly, it had a leafy display of religiosity; inwardly it was barren and void of life.
• In verse 28, the fig tree is budding again. It would be consistent with the rest of the Bible for Jesus

to be referring to Israel.
o He may be referring to Israel becoming a nation again.

 May 14, 1948 Israel became a nation once again.
• It is either a broad simple comparison or it is a reference to Israel becoming a nation again.

o Either way, the thrust of the text remains the same.
 The time of His coming is near! Learn, be aware, open your eyes.
 With either interpretation we see the events unfolding.

Mark 13 30 "Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.
• The controversy in this verse hinges on the word “generation”.

o The Greek word genea can be equally interpreted two ways.
1. Generation – a people group existing at or born around the same time.

• One’s contemporaries.
• The time span from one descendant to another.

2. Those descended from a common ancestor.
• A race or a distinct people group.

• According to the context of Mark 13, the meaning could go either way.
o If Jesus is referring to a race of people, then it is the Jews.

 Therefore, the Jews as a race, as a nation or people would not pass away until every prophecy had been
fulfilled and the Second Coming took place.

 This would be consistent with the teachings of the Bible.
 Jesus would be guaranteeing that the Jews would persist as a people throughout the unfolding of the End

Times scenario.
 Jesus would be agreeing with Jeremiah 31:31-37. The context of the passage is the New Covenant, by

which we are saved. 31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah,”

• That new covenant is The New Covenant that Jesus was speaking of at the Last Supper. When He
took the cup and said, “This is the cup of the new covenant. My blood poured out for the
forgiveness of sins of many.”



o It is the cup by which we are saved.
• The New Covenant was first given to the nation of Israel and it is still extended to the nation of

Israel.
 Jeremiah 31 35 Thus says the LORD, “Who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon and the stars

for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; the LORD of hosts is His name.” 36 “If this fixed order departs
from before Me,” declares the LORD, “Then the offspring of Israel also will cease from being a nation before Me forever.”

• There’s more of a chance that the sun won’t rise tomorrow, and the moon and stars fail, then God
ever rejecting Israel.

 Jeremiah 31:37 Thus says the Lord, ‘If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched
out below, then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done,’ declares the Lord.”

• God will never ever reject Israel for what they have done.
• The covenant that He established with them depends on the faithfulness of God and not the

faithfulness of Israel.
• It is the same for us. Our salvation is dependent upon God completing it and God being able to

sustain it.
o If it had been left up to us, we would be in serious trouble.  We are inconsistent with our

faith.
• This refutes and puts a nail on the coffin of the claims of Replacement Theology. No one, no

religion, no nation, will ever replace Israel from being the chosen people of God.
• It would be a reasonable interpretation, according to the content and context of the Bible, to think that Jesus used the word

genea to mean the Jewish race or people group.
• It would also be reasonable to interpret Jesus’ use of the word genea to mean a generation, or a group of people or

contemporaries who are alive at a given time.
o This would refer to the people who actually see the events in this chapter unfold.
o Jesus would not be talking about the generation He is speaking to in this passage in Mark. They did not see the

rebirth of Israel. Jesus is talking of the generation that sees these things taking place.
NOTE: When your interpretation of a Bible passage causes the Bible to be in contradiction, you have the wrong interpretation.

o Follow the line of interpretation from verse 28. If indeed the fig tree is a picture of Israel being regathered and reborn
as a nation, then this “generation” may refer to the generation that sees Israel become a nation. Those who were
around in 1948 may well be that “generation” and they will see the final scenario!

 A popular modern interpretation.
• A controversy centers on the number of years allotted to a generation.

o For ancient Jews a generation means 100 years.
o In the Bible it’s around 40 years.
o For the Greeks, the predominant culture at the time of Jesus, they considered a generation to occur every 33 years.
o We see a generation to occur every 70-80 years, which is the average life span.

• Whatever interpretation is applied to fit the term of a generation, if you see the signs then the Lord is coming!
o Jesus’ coming for His Church is imminent (possibly at any moment).

Mark 13 31 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.”
• Everything in this world is passing. Everything will decay and perish. But, Jesus says His Word will stand the test of time.

o With every attack, scrutiny, criticism and investigation, the Word of God has stood firm as being inerrant,
authoritative, and infallible. And, so it will be until the end of time.

 Base your life on the word of God.

When anyone comes with a philosophy that contradicts the word of God,
You can immediately reject it.

It will pass away like every other philosophy of man.
What stands true is God’s Word.

The Rapture – It’s Imminent
• Mark 13 32 "But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 33 "Take heed, keep on

the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time is. 34 "It is like a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house (Jesus going to
heaven) and putting his slaves in charge (you and I), assigning to each one his task (what we are to do in this earth), also commanded the
doorkeeper to stay on the alert. 35 "Therefore, be on the alert--for you do not know when the master of the house (Jesus) is coming, whether in
the evening, at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning-- 36 in case he should come suddenly and find you asleep. 3 7 "What I say
to you I say to all, ' Be on the alert!'"

• The day referred to as “that day” in verse 32 is clarified in verse 35, as the day “when the master of the house is coming.”
• “Of his coming you do not know.”

o Unlike the Second Coming, we will not know exactly when the Rapture will occur.
o The Rapture is a separate and distinct event from the Second Coming, which is the physical return of Jesus Christ.

 Regarding the Second Coming, in Mark 13:24 Jesus gave us the exact time it would occur when He said, “in
those days after the tribulation...” and then He proceeded to tell us of His Second Coming.

o Jesus is not contradicting Himself. Yes, we don’t know when He will come again (in the Rapture). But, as regards His
Second Coming we do know that immediately after the Tribulation He will physically come again.

• Again, understand that the Rapture is a separate and distinct event from the Second Coming.
o We do not know the time of the Rapture.

 We do not know the day of the Rapture. And, we don’t know when the Tribulation begins. But, we do know
that 3.5 years into the Tribulation, when the Abomination of Desolation occurs (the Antichrist setting himself



up in the Temple and declaring himself God), from that moment there will only be 3.5 years (1,260 days)
until the Second Coming of the Lord! (Book of Daniel, Book of Revelation)

• The Rapture is imminent. It is impending.
o It can occur at any moment!
o The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is not imminent. It is not likely to occur at any moment. It has a definite

timeframe. It will occur after the Tribulation Period.
• The Rapture is the event that Jesus refers to as, “no one knows the day or the hour” (verse 32).
• The Rapture is the event for which Jesus asks us to “be on the alert; you don’t know the appointed time” (verse 33).
• The Rapture is the event for which Jesus says, “you don’t know when the master is coming” (verse 35).
• The Rapture is the event when Jesus will “come suddenly” and find us “asleep” (verse 36).
• The Rapture occurs prior to the Tribulation.

o If the Rapture were to come at the end of the Tribulation, with all the events that are unfolding at that time, no
Christian could possibly be asleep then!

The New Testament emphasizes that we ought to be watching
And waiting for Jesus to appear and take us to heaven.

The Rapture – The Blessed Hope
• 1 Corinthians 1:7 says we ought to be watching and “… awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ…”

o Looking, watchful with anticipation.
• Philippians 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ…”

o We are waiting for our Savior to appear in heaven.
• Titus 2:13 “[We are to be] looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus…”

o We are to be looking for the blessed hope of His appearing.
o This verse appears amidst Paul’s admonishment to live godly lives in an ungodly world. He gives us instructions on how

to live sensibly in this world. If the Tribulation precedes the Rapture, he would have mentioned it. He would have given us
instruction on how to live through those times! He would have told us how to prepare for it in order to live through it. He
never says for us to be looking for the beginning of the Tribulation, or for the Antichrist. Throughout the New Testament
the Bible says we should be looking for Jesus Christ! For His appearing in heaven!

 The Rapture must take place before the Tribulation period.
• The “blessed hope” delivers us from the wrath of God during the Tribulation period.

o John 14 ought to bring comfort and assurance.  1 "Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 "In My
Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 "If I go…”

 Where did Jesus go? Jesus physically and literally ascended into heaven.
o “ . . . and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

 Because Jesus literally fulfilled the first part of verse 3 “if I go”, then we can expect Him to fulfill the second half: “I
will come again and receive you to Myself”.

• When He went, He went to heaven.
• When He returns, He will come from heaven.
• He will receive us to Himself in heaven.
• We are going to heaven!

o This is the Rapture of the church. That we may be with Him in heaven. It is His desire that His
bride be with Him.

o 1 Thessalonians 4 13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do
the rest who have no hope.

 The term asleep was a First Century euphemism for dead or died. It didn’t feel proper to say they were dead
because they had been given eternal life.

• The Bible says conversely that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians
5:8)

 This passage does not teach Soul Sleep.
o 1 Thessalonians 4 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in

Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede
those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

 Paul does not want us to grieve unnecessarily about Christians who have died. When someone dies, his or her
body remains in the earth. But, their spirit goes to be with the Lord until the Rapture. At the Rapture, when the
Lord comes for His church, the dead in Christ will rise first. At that time their body will be resurrected, glorified
and united with their spirit in the presence of the Lord.   

o 1 Thessalonians 4 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

 This is different from the Second Coming. At the Second Coming Jesus comes with the saints.
 The Rapture is a movement of the church from the earth to heaven. The Second Coming is a movement of the

church from heaven to earth.

Why it’s Called The Rapture
• It’s true that the actual word “rapture” is not found in the Bible. Neither is the word Trinity, but we know that the Bible teaches that

there is a Trinity.
• The word “rapture” is in the Bible but in a different language. The phrase “caught up” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 is the Greek word

harpazo. It means to be snatched away violently, in an instant. Harpazo in Latin is raptus, and in English it is rapture.
o 1 Thessalonians 4 18 “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”



 Comfort one another with the reality that Christ is coming for us and that we will meet Him in the air.
 If the Tribulation were to come before the Rapture, Paul would not be saying to comfort one another. We would

never make it to the Rapture. The Bible says that during the Tribulation, Christians who get saved at that time
and maintain their faith will be killed at the hands of Antichrist. Paul wouldn’t say comfort one another with that,
he’d be saying, “Be careful and firm yourselves up in your faith.” Paul never has us looking for Antichrist, but for
Jesus Christ.

Our Deliverance From The Wrath - Per the New Testament
• We at Reality Carpinteria are not dogmatic on the timing of the Rapture. But there are differing opinions.

o No one denies that we are “caught up.” But some Christians disagree on the timing. Some believe that the Rapture
happens at the end of the Tribulation period so that it coincides with the Second Coming. We do not believe this for the
following reasons.

 Reason 1: the Tribulation period is the wrath of God poured out on those who refuse to repentant and, who
refuse to receive the forgiveness of Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:10, 6:16, 11:18,14:9-10, 15:1,7, 6:1)

• Christians have repented. Jesus Christ took the wrath that was for you at the cross. That wrath has
been satisfied. This is the idea of propitiation from Romans 3. Jesus was the sacrifice that satisfied the
righteous requirement and wrath of God. Therefore, it is inconceivable that God would “double-wrath”
us!

o As a repentant Christian, you will not go through the Tribulation period.
 Reason 2: the Tribulation period is to refine the nation of Israel, to prepare them to receive their Messiah and the

Kingdom’s promises. (Daniel 9:25; Jeremiah 30:1-11) It has nothing to do with the church. We do not need to be
there for it.

 Reason 3: Revelation 3:10 “Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the
hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.”

• Jesus says He will keep the true and faithful church, those who are born again, from “the hour of
testing.” The Tribulation that is about to come upon the earth. It does not say that He will keep us safe
within the hour.

o Some believe in a post-tribulation rapture and teach that you have to experience a tribulation
but that a special protection happens for the Christian going through it.

 Nothing in the Bible alludes to this.
• Jesus says He will keep us from the entire hour and not a portion of it.

o  Some believe in a pre-wrath rapture. Saying that we go through part of the Tribulation but
when the wrath of God is poured out, then we are kept from it and raptured out.

• The wrath of God starts at the beginning of the Tribulation period. The Antichrist coming to power is part
of the wrath of God upon our world.

o 1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ…”

o 1 Thessalonians 1:10 “… and to wait for His son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is
Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.”

o Romans 5:8-9 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of
God through Him.”

The Bible is very clear: The Tribulation is the wrath of God.
Christians are kept from wrath, saved from wrath, delivered from wrath.

Daily trials and tribulations are not the wrath of God. That is called LIFE!

Our Deliverance From The Wrath - Per the Old Testament
• God’s deliverance is pictured in the account of Noah and the Great Flood.

o When God unleashed His wrath with the Flood, righteous Noah and those who were with him escaped the wrath of
God and were kept in the ark.

o This story shows the character of God. When God wipes out the wicked, He does not wipe out the righteous along
with them. You have been made righteous by the blood of Jesus Christ.

• God’s deliverance of Lot.
o  In Genesis 18: 22-25, God was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham argued with God to spare the

righteous in the city.  “Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham was still standing before
the Lord. Abraham came near and said, ‘will you indeed sweep away the righteous within the city; will You indeed sweep it away
and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous
with the wicked, that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal
justly?’”

o God sent His angels to take Lot and his family out of the city. The angels were instructed not to deliver God’s wrath
on the city until Lot and his family were safely removed from the town.

 Again, it is not in God’s character to pour out His wrath on both the wicked and the righteous.
• God removed Rehab from Jericho before the city was taken. (Joshua 2-6)

Throughout the Bible, God’s character is revealed. He is fair.
He does not allow for His wrath to fall on the righteous and the wicked alike.

The rain falls on the righteous and the wicked alike, but not the wrath of God!



The Rapture  - How We Should Respond
1 Corinthians 15: 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery . . . “

• In the New Testament a “mystery” is not something that is hard to understand. It is something that was hidden or concealed or
was not revealed in the Old Testament but has now been revealed.

“ . . . we shall not all sleep,. . . ”
• That is to say: we shall not all die! There will be a group of people on the earth who will never taste dead.
• This is absolutely unique to Christianity and it is unique to the Bible!

o Many religions in the world teach that there is a life after the grave. But, only Christianity and the Bible teach that
there is an opportunity for the Last Days generation to never taste death.

“ . . . but we will all be changed, . . . “
• The old body will be translated, that is transformed into a glorified body, which is fit for heaven and fit for eternity.

 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable . . .  “
• See 1 Thessalonians 4. The word “imperishable” means that we will have a glorified body that lasts forever. A perishable body

can only rot and decay.
“ . . . and we will be changed.  53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  54 But when this perishable
will have put on the imperishable . . . “

• Our bodies will be transformed, translated, changed at the Rapture.
“ . . . and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.  55 "O DEATH,
WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

• The Bible teaches that there is a generation of people who will never taste death. Maybe it’s us! At the trump of God, at the
voice of the archangel, at the twinkling of an eye, we will be caught up into the sky to meet the Lord. We shall be changed and
we shall forever be with the Lord!

 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable . . . “
• Persevere and be consistent in your faith. Be immovable!

When difficulties come along, don’t panic and don’t backslide.
Stand upon the Rock that is Jesus Christ and look forward to the Blessed Hope.

He’s coming for us!
“ . . . always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

• Assume personal responsibility!
• We should be abounding in the things of the Kingdom.
• We should be abounding in the work of the Lord.

o This is not to say you should not have a career or hobby. But the priority in your life needs to be the work of the Lord.
o You need to be more concerned about building His Kingdom than yours.

 Heaven and earth will pass away and your kingdom along with it, but His Word lasts forever.
• Because the Lord is coming for us, and because it is imminent - - - it can happen any moment - - - today is the day to be

involved in the work of the Lord and serving God.
o At your workplace: love, share and pray with those around you.
o At home: sharing with your family the Word of God.
o At church: involved in any number of its ministries.

If you are not involved in someway in the work of the Kingdom, you are blowing it!

The Rapture can happen at any moment!
Now is the time to be steadfast in your faith.

Now is the time to be doing what can never be done in vane.
Fervently serve the Lord!

• After the Rapture, we are in heaven. Then comes the Judgment Seat of Christ, when every Christian will be judged according
to his or her faithfulness with what he or she was entrusted.

o We will not be judged for our sins. But, the New Testament teaches that there will be a judgment for Christians. Not
for punishment, but for reward. Not to be kicked out of heaven, but to be rewarded in heaven.

Your judgment will be based upon how faithful you were with what God gave you.
 God has blessed you with abundant talents, resources, and opportunities.

Note: the Tribulation can happen at any moment. We ought to be living godly lives.

1 John 2: 28 “And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in
shame at His coming”

• When the trump sounds at that moment when we are to be raptured, what will you be doing? None of us wants to be caught in
some “funny” business at the moment when the Lord comes.

1 John 3:3 “And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”
• You ought to purify yourself because Jesus Christ is coming soon.  Jesus purifies you internally and eternally from the guilt,

the shame of sin and the penalty of sin. You ought to purify yourself both practically and daily: to be strong in your faith,
working, watching and living a pure life for Him.



This moment may be your last moment! How do you want to live it?

Revelation 19 – The Identity of the People Wearing White Linen

1 “After these things I heard as it were a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven . . . “
• Note: we are in heaven!

“ . . . saying, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; 2 BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has
judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER." 3

And a second time they said, "Hallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER." 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, "Amen Hallelujah!"  5 And a voice came from the throne, saying, "Give praise to our God, all you
His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great."  6 Then I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.”

• There should be no complaints against loud worship music, since it is merely an effort to prepare you for HEAVEN! The Bible
is quite clear that it will be very loud there.

7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb (Jesus) has come and His bride (Church) has made herself ready."
8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, "Write,
'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb '" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."

• Can there be any question that the Rapture happens prior to the Tribulation?
• This is the marriage ceremony, the celebration of the groom, Jesus, being with His bride, the church.
• We will be in heaven celebrating our union with our Lord and Groom. No groom would leave his bride in the wrath or

tribulation. Not our groom. Not Jesus Christ.
• We have been in heaven during the Tribulation period. And now we are celebrating the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. We are

the pure and spotless bride of Christ.

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True (Jesus), and in righteousness He judges and
wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him, which no one knows except Himself.
13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. (Jesus)  14 And the armies, which are in heaven, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.

• Those clothed in white linen were previously identified in Verse 7&8: “His bride (church) has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her
to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean.”

• The Rapture happens before the Second Coming. At the Second Coming, you and I (the church) are coming back with Jesus
Christ. He conquers the Antichrist and his forces with the Word of His mouth and we are there to cheer Him on! Amen, hurrah!

These words are faithful and true.
We must live our lives in a manner worthy of the calling of Jesus Christ.

Pastor Britt’s Closing Prayer:
Thank you, God, for such a glorious plan. Thank you that our salvation depends upon You. You are the one who saved us and You will
preserve us for that day. Thank You that You are coming for us. Help us now to be comforted with that truth. Help us to be watching for
it. Help us to be working in Your Kingdom until that time. Build in us a Godly excitement that we would live our lives day by day as
though it might be the last; for Your honor, for Your praise and for Your glory.

Worship the Lord and take stock in your lives. Think about what God has given you, Christian. What is He calling you to be faithful with?
This is between you and God, the Holy Spirit. Don’t feel condemned. But, if that’s the case, you may need to repent and ask God for
help in this area: to be more “kingdom” minded. And then do it and watch God bless you.

Remember: God is a giver, not a taker. You will never out-give Him. You seek first the Kingdom of God and He will add unto you
everything that you need in ways that will blow your mind.

If there is anything that you need purified, come to His altar, slam it on the floor and leave it there – at the foot of the cross. Let the
blood of Jesus Christ wash over you and cleanse you.

Study Questions:

1. In this day and age, do you fell it’s really possible to live as if Jesus may come at any moment? What discourages you from
living like that?

2. This day or this moment may indeed be your last. What encourages and motivates you to live like at any moment you may be
“present with the Lord?”

3. The Bible says you will be judged according to your faithfulness. What gifts, talents and resources has God given you? How
are you using them for His glory?

4. Why is the Rapture called the Blessed Hope?
5. If we had to sustain our own salvation we would be in trouble. Many of us would easily have lost it today. How does knowing

the faithfulness of God strengthen your faith in Him and solidify His promises for your life?
6. We would all like to hear Jesus say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” But, what would you like your first words to be

when you meet Jesus in heaven?


