
Reality – Bible Lesson for November 8, 2020 – Kindergarten – 3rd Grade 

Mission – Helping Others to Know God 
John the Baptist 

Lesson 2 

1. Lesson:  John the Baptist 
2. Scripture:  Isaiah 40:3-5; Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22; John 1:19-34 
3. Memory Verse: – “The LORD who rules over all says, ‘I will send my messenger. He 

will prepare my way for me.” – Malachi 3:1a   
4. The Jesus Storybook Bible:  Pages 200 - 207 
5. The Beginner’s Bible:  Pages 303 - 307 
6. The God’s Story for Me Bible: Pages 300 – 305 
7. Materials useful in teaching the lesson – Attention Grabber: K – 

downloaded template for match game Elementary - 12 Mystery Man Clues typed 
up on slips of paper and, in advance – hide the 12 “Mystery Man” clues around the 
room (the clues are in the Beginning Activity Section below.)  Craft: Elementary - 
downloaded templates, glue or glue sticks, scissors  Preschool – downloaded 
template, brown felt, a sharpie pen, scissors, glue or glue sticks, leather-type lacing 
Memory Verse Game: Elementary – index cards or cardstock – each has one 
word of the memory verse and reference printed on it, masking tape, at least 2 snap 
clothespins   
  

Kindergarten Attention Grabber – Match Game: 
http://kidminmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/John-the-Baptist-Match-
Game.pdf 

Craft:  
Elementary: John Baptizes Jesus 
https://craftingthewordofgod.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/jesus-baptism.pdf 

https://craftingthewordofgod.com/category/bible-crafts/nt-crafts/john-the-baptist-nt-
crafts/ 

Kindergarten: John the Baptist Preaching –  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B408Aky8t2uuajBQSTVUREhKbTg/view 

http://faithsprouts.blogspot.com/2015/01/john-baptist-repentance-and-baptism.html 

Instructional Videos:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NMHOLPWeTM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf_ahdSQGtg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THaAcyLs1OE 

http://kidminmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/John-the-Baptist-Match-Game.pdf
http://kidminmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/John-the-Baptist-Match-Game.pdf
https://craftingthewordofgod.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/jesus-baptism.pdf
https://craftingthewordofgod.com/category/bible-crafts/nt-crafts/john-the-baptist-nt-crafts/
https://craftingthewordofgod.com/category/bible-crafts/nt-crafts/john-the-baptist-nt-crafts/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B408Aky8t2uuajBQSTVUREhKbTg/view
http://faithsprouts.blogspot.com/2015/01/john-baptist-repentance-and-baptism.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NMHOLPWeTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THaAcyLs1OE


Preschool: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OO84K9RuF0 

1.Prayer: Pray with your children – then introduce the following attention grabbers: 

Kindergarten - Match Game: Lay out all the cards provided face down. Take turns 
allowing the children to try to match pictures. Each child gets one try to match two 
cards. If they match, remove them from the stack and move to the next person. If they 
don’t match, place the cards back face down and move to the next person. Continue 
play until all the cards have been matched.  

Say:  These cards have given us some clues to what our story is about today. It’s about 
a man named John the Baptist. Now let’s find out more about who he is and how God 
used him. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Elementary - “Mystery Man Clues”: 

In advance hide the 12 Mystery Man clues around the room.  These are the clues: 

1. Both of my parents were incredibly old when I was born. 
2. An angel of the Lord told my parents what to name me. 
3. Because my father laughed at what the angel said, he couldn’t speak until after I 

was born. 
4. My father spoke again when he wrote down my name. 
5. I lived in the wilderness until I started my ministry. 
6. I wore camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey 
7. I told people to repent of their sins and prepare for the coming of the Messiah. 
8. I said, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, 

the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

9. I baptized people in the River Jordan after they repented of their sins. 
10.I baptized Jesus even although I didn’t feel worthy to do so. 
11.When I baptized Jesus, the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God was seen like 

a dove. The voice of God spoke, saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." 

12.Herod had me put in prison. 

Say:  I’ve hidden several clues about the Mystery Man we will be learning about today 
around the room. There are 12 clues all together. Make sure you only find one clue. I 
want as many people as possible to find one of the clues. (If you have fewer than 12 
children, allow the children to work in teams to find the clues.) Are you ready? Start 
hunting! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OO84K9RuF0


(As they find the clues, tell them to hold on to them until all 12 are found.) 

Say: Now read your clues to me. Hmm – today’s Mystery Man from the Bible sounds 
like a really interesting guy, doesn’t he? Some of you may have studied about him 
before…Who is our Mystery Man?  That’s right! – John the Baptist. 

As his name tells us – John baptized. But he also preached for people to repent from 
their sins. That’s a big word – repentance…what do you think it means. (Take 
responses) In the Bible, the word repent means “to change one’s mind.” The Bible also 
tells us that true repentance will result in a change of actions. The full biblical definition 
of repentance, then, is a change of mind that results in a change of action. We feel 
sorry for what we have done and change what we are doing. It is when we stop doing 
things our way and start doing things God’s way. 

Now let’s find out more about the mission and the call to repentance that our Mystery 
Man, John the Baptist, gave to the people of Israel… 

2.Bible Story: (You can use the lesson below and/or read it from “The Jesus 
Storybook Bible – Pages 200 – 207, “The Beginner’s Bible – Pages 303 - 307 
or “The God’s Story for Me Bible” – Pages  300 - 305) 

John the Baptist’s father was a priest named Zechariah. He helped in God’s temple. One 
day, something amazing happened to him when he was chosen to be the one priest to 
go inside the temple and burn incense while the people stood outside and prayed. 
Suddenly an angel appeared in front of him! Zechariah was terrified. The angel 
comforted him, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. God has heard your prayer. Your wife 
Elizabeth will have a son. You will name him John.” The angel also told him that his son 
would prepare the people to be ready for the Lord. 

Zechariah should have believed the angel and rejoiced. But he didn’t. “How can this 
happen?” he asked. “My wife and I are old.” The angel responded, “I am the angel 
Gabriel. God sent me to deliver this good news to you. But now, since you did not 
believe my news, you will not be able to talk until my words come true.” 

Outside the temple, the crowd was getting impatient. They wondered why Zechariah 
was taking so long inside the temple. But when he did come out, he couldn’t tell them. 
The angel’s words had come true: Zechariah couldn’t talk. And more of the angel’s 
words came true. Zechariah and Elizabeth soon discovered that they were going to have 
a baby. And when the baby was born, it was a boy, just as the angel had said. 

When the baby was eight days old, many friends and relatives of Zechariah and 
Elizabeth came for a party to give the baby his name. As people gathered for the party, 
they talked about how the baby would be named Zechariah after his father. But 
Elizabeth heard them and said, “No, his name will be John!” 



The guests were surprised. “But none of your relatives have that name.” They turned to 
Zechariah and gestured for him to show what he wanted the baby to be named—he still 
could not talk. He asked for a writing tablet and on it wrote, “His name is John.” All of a 
sudden, Zechariah realized that he could talk! He began praising God for the wonderful 
way He had kept His promises. He explained to the people that God had a special plan 
for this baby: John would prepare people to follow the Messiah (who would soon be 
born) just as the prophet Isaiah had said so many years before this.  

God had, indeed, blessed Zachariah and Elizabeth with a miraculous baby. John was the 
cousin of Jesus and God had a special purpose for John’s life. He was to be the 
forerunner for Jesus, the Messiah. His mission was to announce the coming of Jesus 
and prepare the way ahead of time. He was teaching people that they needed God in 
their lives so they would be ready to hear from Jesus. John grew up to do this job as 
God had planned for him to do. He was the last of the prophets.  

In today’s story, John is about 30 years old and Jesus is a little younger. John was living 
in the desert country where he had grown up. John was going before Jesus to 
announce His coming and prepare the way for Him. He was teaching people that they 
needed God in their lives, so they would be ready to hear from Jesus. 

God sent John to live in the wilderness. He led a quiet, simple life. Scripture reads, 
“John’s clothes were made out of camel’s hair. He had a leather belt around his waist. 
His food was locusts and wild honey.” When John announced that the Kingdom of God 
was at hand, he meant that God’s rule was about to come into the world through the 
Messiah. John continued to tell the people that God was about to do something.  

It had been over 400 years since the last prophet had spoken and now God was 
moving. The people of that day needed to turn from living in their sinful ways to living 
in God’s way. John found them in their wilderness and told them they needed to repent. 
Do you remember what “repent” means? Repentance is when we see our sin as God 
does, have sorrow for it, and turn away from it. It means to change direction and 
choose God’s way instead of our way.   

All the rulers in Israel at this time thought they were the masters of their world. But 
they were rebellious people who missed out on what God had for them. God’s Word 
came to a simple man living in the wilderness. John told the leaders of that day that 
they needed to turn from their own ways to God’s way…they needed to repent. 

John had probably been living in the desert for about ten years. He was a powerful 
speaker and people came to hear him in large groups. He knew that many of the people 
were Sadducees and Pharisees who didn’t think that they needed to repent. He told 
them, “they were like a nest of poisonous snakes” – he knew they would try to stop 
others from preparing their hearts for Jesus. The religious leaders thought that, 
because they were related to Abraham, they were already in fellowship with God. John 
told them that God doesn’t accept people just because of who they are related to – He 
wants them to repent and turn to Jesus. They asked John what they should do. John 
told them to give to others, be honest, and be content with what they have.  



When people truly repented of their sins, John would baptize them. Baptism was a way 
for them to say outwardly that they had turned away from their sins. It is a way of 
showing others that you believe in God and you want to live your life the way that God 
wants you to live. When you truly repent, you become a different person than you were 
before.  

When people heard John talk, some thought that he might be the Messiah. John set 
them straight right away. He told them his message was repentance and he told them 
that Christ was coming. John baptized with water, but Jesus is the Son of God – He 
would come and baptize with the Holy Spirit and change us completely into a new 
person. Just like the caterpillar changes into a butterfly – Jesus changes our entire 
nature…only God can do that! 

All four Gospels tell the story of the baptism of Jesus. Baptism was the first thing Jesus 
did when He started His ministry. It is also the last thing He talked about before going 
up to Heaven. The Gospel writers tell us that each member of the Godhead (the Trinity) 
was involved in the ministry of Jesus on earth and in His baptism. The Son was 
baptized, the Holy Spirit descended on Him, and the Father spoke His approval. Only 
Luke, however, stated that Jesus was praying, and Heaven was opened – God was 
breaking into human history with the declaration that Jesus is His Son. God came down 
upon Jesus at His baptism to show that Jesus was His provision to draw us back close 
to Him.  

Jesus was not baptized because He needed to repent. Jesus never sinned. He was 
baptized to identify with us and show us that baptism is important. When Jesus came to 
be baptized, John didn’t know what to say. He told Jesus He should be baptizing him.  

Jesus wanted John to baptize Him to fulfill all righteousness. John agreed and baptized 
Jesus in the Jordan River. As Jesus came up out of the water, John saw something 
incredible. He saw the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus in the form of a dove. Then he 
heard the voice of God saying, “You are my Son, and I love you. I am very pleased with 
you.” John understood what it meant – Jesus is the Messiah whom God had promised 
from long ago. And John fulfilled his mission on earth that had been prophesized so 
long ago - “The LORD who rules over all says, ‘I will send my messenger. He will prepare 
my way for me.” – Malachi 3:1a   

3.Bible Exploration – Checking for Understanding: 

1. Why did John baptize people? (To show that their sins were washed away; to show 
that they wanted to change.) 

2. What was the important message John the Baptist preached? (Repentance) 
3. What does “repent” mean? (It means to be sorry for the wrong things you are doing 

and stop doing them. It also means to begin doing the right thing instead of the 
wrong thing) 

4. What kind of food did John the Baptist eat in the wilderness? (Things that could be 
found in the land – wild honey and locusts) 



5. Why was John surprised that Jesus wanted to be baptized? (Because He didn’t have 
any sins; John called Him the Lamb of God.) 

6. What river was John standing in when Jesus saw him? (The Jordan River) 
7. John said he would baptize with _______ and Jesus would baptize with the ______ 

_______. (water, Holy Spirit) 
8. What type of bird came down from Heaven? (dove) 
9. How are the three members of the Trinity represented in this story? (Jesus is 

baptized, the Holy Spirit descends like a dove, and God the Father speaks from 
Heaven.) 

4.Bible Application: 

Craft: Elementary – John Baptizes Jesus 

 

Instructions 

1. Print the template on card stock. 

2. Color the main image and the dove. 

3. Cut out the dove and the attachment parts. 

4. Assemble the dove and handle: Glue the singular rectangular piece to the 
back of the dove. Then take the longer attachment piece and bend the solid 
lines creating creases. On the same longer attachment piece, glue the two 
larger rectangles together. Finally glue the smaller rectangles to the rectangle 
on the back of the dove. 

5. Cut on the solid line on the main image. 



6. Stick the dove piece through the slit on the main image. The dove can now 
go up and down as if the holy spirit is descending on Christ. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kindergarten - John the Baptist Preaching - 

 

 

Instructions: 
To prepare, print two copies of the coloring sheet - One to use as your original, and the 
other to use as a pattern.  Cut out John the Baptist's tunic as a pattern.  Trace it onto 
brown felt with a Sharpie pen and cut out the tunic with fabric scissors. Tip: trace the 
pattern face-down onto the felt.  The tracing marks will be on the back of the tunic and 
will not show when you glue it onto the page. :) 
 
In class, help the children glue the felt tunic and lacing onto their coloring sheet.  
Instruct them to color the "STOP" sign red, and the "GO" light green, and encourage 
them to color the rest of the coloring page. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B408Aky8t2uuajBQSTVUREhKbTg/view?usp=sharing


5.Memory Verse:  Have the children say the memory verse – “The LORD who rules 
over all says, ‘I will send my messenger. He will prepare my way for me.” – Malachi 
3:1a   

Play Tent Card Relay –  
Write the memory verse on tent cards – putting one word on each card. (A tent card is 
when you fold an index card or piece of cardstock so that it will stand, in a tent shape.) 
Divide the children into two teams – each team needs its own set of tent cards. 
Scramble the cards and set them out where they can be read at the other end of the 
room. Apply a strip of masking tape on the floor, in a completely different area, to 
designate where the cards will be placed as they are put in order. Give each team a 
spring clothespin.  
When the game begins, the first team member on each team takes the team spring 
clothespin and runs down to the tent cards. He or she chooses the first word of the 
verse and picks it up – using only the clothespin. That player then runs to their 
designated place on the masking tape line and sets the tent card at one end of the line. 
That player returns and tags the next team member, passing off the clothespin. That 
player then runs down to the tent cards to find the second word of the verse, picking it 
up with the clothespin, and placing it on the designated line to the right of the one 
already there. Play continues until the teams complete their verse.  

6.Closing Prayer:  Lead the children in a closing prayer. Encourage them to also say 
their own individual prayers about any added concerns they have.  


