
Reality – Bible Lesson for September 13, 2020 – 4th – 5th Grades 

The Bible – Practical Applications 
“Every Story Whispers His Name” 

Lesson 2 

1. Lesson:  “Every Story Whispers His Name” 
2. Scripture: Old and New Testaments 
3. Memory Verse: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” – 

Hebrews 13:8 
4. Mission Story: Hudson Taylor – Part 2 
5. Bible Skills: The Books of Law – Lesson 1 
6. Materials needed for teaching the lesson - a Bible; pens and pencils 

Beginning Activity - Object Lesson: a kaleidoscope  Bible Skills:  A Bible; 5 
balloons – each one has a different Book of Law written on it; a permanent marker    

Missionary Image: 
https://omf.org/us/about/our-story/james-hudson-taylor/ 

Instructional Videos:  
https://www.gospelproject.com/a-5-minute-video-on-the-big-story-of-the-bible-for-kids/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dv8dHsxjLd8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDqB3m3XkXM 

1.Prayer: Pray with your children – then introduce the following discussion and object 
lesson: 

(hold up the kaleidoscope) 

Say: Most of you probably know what this is. It’s a kaleidoscope. When you hold a 
kaleidoscope up to the light, you see beautiful colors and designs. When you twist the 
end of the kaleidoscope, the designs are constantly changing. It never stays the same.  

Our world is like that. It is constantly changing. People change, seasons change, events 
we can’t control make things change, knowledge changes. Nothing seems to stay the 
same. Sometimes change can be a good thing – like how you change as you get older. 
You look different now than you did a year ago. You might even act differently than you 
did last year. Sometimes change can be scary or cause us to worry. But there is one 
thing we can always count on – Jesus never changes. The same Jesus that was in the 
Old Testament of the Bible is the same Jesus that is in the New Testament and the 
same Jesus that is with us today and forever! Even if lots of things change around us, 
even if we change – Jesus always loves us, and Jesus never changes – He never has, 
and He never will.  

https://omf.org/us/about/our-story/james-hudson-taylor/
https://www.gospelproject.com/a-5-minute-video-on-the-big-story-of-the-bible-for-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dv8dHsxjLd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDqB3m3XkXM


Jesus has always been with us. His love for us remains the same. His truth remains the 
same. His story is all over the Bible…It is HIStory. “Every story whispers His 
name.” (JSB) 

2.Bible Story:  (Please notice the bold print Bible verses. This is designed so 
that you can stop and let the children take turns reading these verses out 
loud)  

All the stories in the Bible are telling us about Jesus – in the Old and New Testaments – 
there are so many that we can’t talk about them all in a single class. So today, we will 
talk about a few of them… 

The Bible is not just a bunch of stories gathered up and put into one book. The things 
that happen in the Bible are not separate events. The Bible is telling us one BIGGER 
story – the story of God’s love and plan to save His people. The Bible is about JESUS.  

In the Old Testament, we hear many stories about people obeying God and then 
rebelling against God. We meet many fascinating Bible heroes. And then between the 
Old Testament and the New Testament there are 400 ears of silence. That silence is 
broken by the cry of a baby – Jesus. If the Bible is all about Jesus, it might seem 
strange that He doesn’t appear until the New Testament – or does He? Maybe – if we 
take a closer look at those stories in the Old Testament – we would see that each one 
points to Jesus.  

1 Peter 1:20 reads, “He was chosen before God created the world. But he came into 
the world for your sake in these last days.” From the very beginning, God had a plan. 
And through hundreds of prophecies in the Old Testament, God prepared the world for 
the coming of His Son.  

Back at the beginning of the Bible, Genesis 3:15 tells us that the Messiah, Jesus, 
would be born of the seed of a woman…He would be human.  He would make peace 
between people and God. Jesus is also present in the story of Noah – rescued by an ark 
– all pointing to Jesus who would one day rescue His people.  

Genesis 22:1-14 tells us the story of Abraham’s test of faith. Isaac was to be 
sacrificed on a mountain in the region of what would become Jerusalem. He carried the 
wood for the sacrifice on his back as he moved up the hill toward where the sacrifice 
was to take place. Do you see Jesus in this story? Let’s look at the parallels between 
this story of Isaac and the story of Jesus that helps us know that the entire Bible points 
to Jesus: 

1. Both Jesus and Isaac were beloved sons who were born through miraculous 
ways. 

2. Both Jesus and Isaac carried the wood, on which they would be sacrificed, on 
their backs.  

3. In both cases, the father led the son and he followed obediently. 



4. In both cases, God provided the sacrifice.  

Reading on in Genesis - Genesis 26:4 tells us that Jesus will be a descendent of 
Abraham and bless the nations. We see Jesus in the life of Joseph – the rejected 
brother. We see Jesus in Exodus in the life of Moses – the Passover lamb and the 
deliverer. We see Jesus in Leviticus 16:7-9 as the scapegoat. (A goat was brought to 
the high priest. Laying his hands on it, he confessed all the sins of the Israelites and put 
them on the goat’s head. The goat was sent away into the wilderness to symbolically 
remove the sins from the people. This is a foreshadowing of Christ.) We see Him in 
Numbers 24:17 as the Messiah that would be King. The list goes on. 

Many of the Psalms tell of the coming of Christ. Psalm 118:22, in particular, says the 
Messiah will be the ‘stone’ rejected by the Jews. Proverbs 30:4 states the Messiah is 
the Son of God.  

Jesus is in the story of Ruth – he comes from the family of Boaz and Ruth. We see Him 
in the life and ancestry of David. Prophecies about Jesus are throughout the Old 
Testament book of Isaiah – events surrounding His birth, what His ministry would be 
like, how John the Baptist would prepare the way for Him, how He would perform 
miracles, how He would be rejected, how He would be silent at His trial, how He would 
be beaten and spat upon, how He would die, how He would be buried in a rich man’s 
tomb, and how He would bring salvation to all the earth.  

Daniel 9:26 tells us that the Messiah will be killed. Amos 8:9 tell how God will darken 
the day at noon during the Messiah’s death. The story of Jonah, being 3 days and 3 
nights in the belly of a fish foretells what will happen at the time of the Resurrection. 
Micah 5:2 tells where Jesus will be born. Zechariah 9:9 states how the Messiah will 
ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. And, of course, all the New Testament is about the life 
of Jesus; His work, through His followers, after His Ascension; and the promise that He 
will return. 

Jesus unites the Bible. He is not waiting, in the Old Testament, until His chance to 
appear. He is there – directing all things – moving toward His great rescue of His 
people. If we look, we can catch a glimpse of Him on every page of the Bible. He is the 
One who pulls the Bible together into one beautiful story. He is the fulfillment of 
prophecy. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of Man, the Son of God, the Blessed Hope, the 
Name above All Names. Jesus is Lord. He always has been.  

3.Bible Exploration – Checking for Understanding: 

Some ‘fun’ questions to ask the kids: 

1. What does God look like? (God is a Spirit, which means He isn’t confined to a 
physical form like we are to our bodies. He did take on a physical form through 
Jesus and showed us how we are to live on earth.) – John 4:24 



2. Where does God live? (God’s home is in Heaven, but He also wants to live in the 
hearts of those that love Him. The Bible says God lives in the praises of His 
people. When we allow the Spirit of God to live in us, that love will reach out and 
touch the lives of others.) – John 14:23 

3. Does God sleep? (God is not confined to a physical body, like us, so He doesn’t 
need to eat or sleep. When the Bible says God ‘rests,’ it means He stopped what 
He was doing. Jesus says that He must work because the Father is always 
working.) – Psalm 121:3-4 

4. Who created God? (No one created God – He has always existed. God has no 
beginning, middle, or end. That’s why He calls Himself, “I Am, That I Am.”) – 
Psalm 90:1-2 

5. Why can’t we see God? (We can’t see God because He is a Spirit. But we can see 
Him in the way Christians live their lives and love others. It’s like a balloon that is 
filled with air that we can’t see – but we can see the balloon getting bigger as it’s 
blown up.) – 1 Corinthians 13:12 

6. Can we hear God talking to us? (Yes, God talks to us through His Word – through 
the Bible. But He can also speak directly to our heart. Sometimes He speaks to 
us through spiritual leaders, like pastors or Bible teachers. Some people in the 
Bible heard the voice of God, like young Samuel. God is with us all the time.) – 
Hebrews 1:1-2 

7. Is Jesus God? (Jesus is fully God. When He came to earth, He became a human 
with a body, just like you. So, Jesus is both God and man – He humbled Himself 
by choosing to become a human being so He could save us from our sin and 
bring us back to God.) – John 1:1-2 

8. Why does God love people? (The Bible tells us that God is love. It’s His very 
nature. God showers us with His love even when we disobey Him. He loves us 
and forgives us because we are His children.) – Romans 5:8 

9. How can Jesus fit in my heart? (When we say heart – that means inside our spirt 
– where we love and believe. When someone asks Jesus into their heart, He 
really does come inside, through the Holy Spirit and lives in that person. The 
Holy Spirit is our helper that helps us make good decisions on how to live a life 
that is pleasing to God.) – 1 John 1:3 

10.Why do we go to church if God is everywhere? (We can learn from each other 
and see how people of all ages and backgrounds reflect the love of Jesus on the 
earth. We can praise God altogether. Something incredibly special happens when 
God’s family gets together – and God says He is there too.) – Hebrews 10:25 

4.Mission Story:   Hudson Taylor – Part 2 

(Review of biography if you need it.)  James Hudson Taylor was born in 1832 in 
Yorkshire, England. While preparing in college to be a medical missionary, he also 
studied the Mandarin Chinese language. On September 19, 1853, he set sail for China 
on the ship, Dumfries, as a missionary for the Chinese Evangelization Society.  

Unlike many other Englishmen, Taylor respected Chinese ways and customs, except 
when they went against the teaching of the Bible. To show his respect for the Chinese, 



he wore Chinese clothes and even grew his hair into a long pigtail. Other missionaries 
disapproved. But one English woman who admired Hudson’s courage in dressing like 
the Chinese was Maria Dyer. She and Hudson Taylor were married on January 20, 1958.  

Hudson Taylor was unusual in another way. He thought that Christians should not get 
into debt. He also believed Christian workers should pray to God about their needs 
rather than asking people for money. Because of these differences, Taylor left the 
Chinese Evangelization Society and continued mission work on his own. God not only 
provided for all his physical needs, but his ministry among the Chinese people helped 
many to become Christians. 

However, in 1860, while director of the London Mission Hospital in Ningpo, China, Taylor 
became so ill that he and Maria had to return to England. While there he translated the 
New Testament into the Ningpo Chinese dialect. He also founded the China Inland 
Mission and found new missionaries to go inland instead of just to the cities on the 
coast. He and his team returned to China in 1866.  

Under Hudson Taylor’s leadership, the mission grew and spread throughout all of China. 
When he retired in 1901, eight hundred missionaries served with the China Inland 
Mission. Hudson Taylor died in Changsha in 1905. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Another story that is told about Hudson Taylor is… 

a time when he was very discouraged. He had been preaching in the city of Ningpo for 
a year. The Chinese were polite and enjoyed gathering to hear Taylor speak. Discussing 
new ideas was fun to them. But no one seemed to take the Gospel seriously. No one 
believed it. 

And then, after one message, when Hudson felt most like giving up, a respected man 
stood up and turned to his Chinese countrymen. “I have been searching for the truth a 
long time,” he said earnestly. “My father and my grandfathers before me searched for 
the truth, but they never found it. I have traveled far and wide looking for it. I have 
tried Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, but have found no rest.”  
Hudson looked at the man with new interest. He knew that this man was a leading 
officer among the Ningpo Buddhists. What was he saying? Was he saying that his 
religion gave him no peace?  

“But tonight,” said the man honestly, “tonight I have found rest. I have heard the truth, 
and from now on I am a believer in Jesus.”  

Hudson Taylor could hardly believe his ears. Could it be true? A short time later, the 
man proved his sincerity by taking Hudson with him to the Buddhist meeting and giving 
his testimony. Soon one of the man’s friends also became a Christian and was baptized. 



However, a few nights after the man had accepted Jesus as his Savior, he asked Hudson 
Taylor an extremely hard question. “How long have the people in your land known 
about Jesus?” “Oh, hundreds of years,” answered Hudson Taylor.  

“What?” said the man in amazement. “You knew the truth for hundreds or years and 
didn’t come to tell us? My father searched for the truth all his life and died without 
finding it. Why didn’t you come sooner?” 

It was a hard question. Jesus had told His followers to go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to everyone, but too often Christians don’t obey Him. This man knew the 
result. He knew people who wanted to know the truth and were just waiting for 
someone to come and tell them. Wanting to obey his newfound Savior, the former 
Buddhist leader spent the rest of his life telling others about Jesus. 

- Obedience is doing what God has asked you to do. –  

5.Bible Skills:  The Books of Law – Lesson 1 

Ask the children to say the first five books of the Bible with you = Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. Tell them that these are the Books of Law. 
They are sometimes called the Pentateuch. The first five books of the Bible tell us 
how the world began, what God expects of us (the law), and how God put a plan in 
action to set things right. The first part is about Creation. The second part has the 
stories of the ancestors of the Israelites, mainly Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
The third part describes how the Israelites left Egypt and their early history as a nation. 
The books were written by Moses, except for the last part of Deuteronomy because it 
tells about the death of Moses.  

Now tell the children you are going to play, “How Fast Can You…?”  You can do this 
activity with all your kids or, if your class is large, have them work in pairs to see how 
fast they can accomplish the different tasks. Write their times on paper or on the white 
board. Put their names in one column and their time in the second column. Here are 
the categories: 

1. Say the alphabet 
2. Name 10 states 
3. Find the book of Genesis and put your finger on the first page 
4. Name the first five books of the Bible (say all five books) 
5. Find Genesis 1:1 and say it out loud 

Next – play a balloon game with the Books of Law. Blow up five balloons. (Have a few 
spare ones, just in case.) With a permanent marker, draw a different name of each of 
the five Books of Law on the outside of the balloons you just blew up.  



Direct the kids to form a small circle. Throw the Genesis balloon into the air and tell the 
children to continue batting it and saying, “Genesis.” Explain that the goal is to keep it 
off the ground and try to not let it pop. As they are batting that balloon, throw in the 
“Exodus” balloon. Explain that they are now adding Exodus. Guide them to say the 
name of that balloon as they hit it. Then add the “Leviticus” balloon and say Leviticus. 
Continue playing until the children are batting all five balloons and saying all five Books 
of Law.  

For the second part of the game - gather all the balloons and place them at one 
end of the room. Guide the children to line up in two teams and number the children 1 
to 5. Repeat the numbers as necessary for the number of children you have. Explain 
that you are going to call out Book One and the children numbered 1 are to race, get, 
and bring back the balloon with the first book, “Genesis”, written on it. All children with 
the number one will need to be touching the balloon as it is brought back. Call out the 
other numbers and guide children in the race. When you have all the balloons, the 
game is over.  

6.Memory Verse:  Have the children say the memory verse –“Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.” – Hebrews 13:8 

Play Clap Replacement – Say the entire verse together. Then, ask one of the children to 
choose one of the words from the verse that he/she wants to eliminate. Say the verse 
together again but this time, when you come to the word that has been eliminated, 
everyone will clap instead of saying the word. Mentally, the children will be saying the 
word but only the clap will indicate where it is supposed to be.  

  
7.Closing Prayer:  Lead the children in a closing prayer. Encourage your child/children 
to also say their own individual prayers about any additional concerns they have. Don’t 
forget to pray for missionaries.  


