
Reality – Bible Lesson for June 28, 2020 – 4th – 5th Grades 

New Testament 
Section Two:  His Love for All People 

Lesson 5:  Jesus and the Children 

1. Lesson:  Jesus and the Children 
2. Scripture: Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17 
3. Memory Verse:  “Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let 

the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those 
who are like these children.” – Luke 18:16 (NLT) 

4. Mission Story: John Bunyan 
5. Bible Skills: Resumes in the Fall 
6. Materials needed for teaching the lesson - A Bible  Prayer/Journaling:  a 

pen or pencil and a notebook or sheet of paper 

Video you can use to reinforce the story:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPDL_xFCqhw 

1.Prayer: Pray with your children – then introduce the following attention grabber: 

Say:  I want to begin our lesson this morning by reading a couple of verses from the 
Bible to you. (Using a Bible, open it to Mark 10:15-16, but with the Bible turned UPSIDE 
DOWN.) Hmmm, I seem to be having trouble reading this morning. (Adjust your glasses 
if you wear them.) I wonder what is wrong. Can any of you help me figure out why I 
am having trouble reading? (The children will, no doubt, recognize that your Bible is 
upside down and will tell you that you have your Bible upside down. If not, discover it 
yourself.) Oh, my goodness, I have my Bible turned upside down! No wonder I couldn't 
read it. Let's try again. (Turn the Bible upright and read Mark 10:15-16.) 

My little mistake of having the Bible upside down reminds me of a mistake that the 
disciples of Jesus made one day. Many people were bringing children to Jesus so that 
he could bless them. The disciples scolded the parents because they thought they were 
bothering Jesus. They thought that Jesus would be pleased with what they were doing - 
but he wasn't. However, Jesus saw a teachable moment with His disciples. The disciples 
didn’t want children to come to Jesus because they thought they were in the way. Jesus 
used this moment to teach the disciples that He welcomes children because He loves 
them and because of their beautiful faith. He let the disciples know that He wanted 
them to see children the way He saw them. Let’s find out what happened… 

2.Bible Story:  (Please notice the bold print Bible verses. This is designed so 
that you can stop and let the children take turns reading these verses out 
loud)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPDL_xFCqhw


One day Jesus was teaching a large group of people on the east side of the Jordan 
River – in an area called Perea. After a while, people started bringing their children to 
Jesus so that He could bless them. The children loved Jesus and they knew He would 
be happy to see them. They didn’t have to do or say anything special for Jesus to love 
them. Children hold an incredibly special place in Jesus’ heart. Did you know that each 
and every one of you is loved very much by Jesus? In Jeremiah 31:3, it says that He 
loves you with an everlasting love. In Romans 8:31, we are told – “If God is for us, 
who can be against us?”  

But Jesus’ disciples saw the children coming up to Him and they got upset with the 
people who brought the children into the presence of Jesus. (Mark 10:13) Maybe they 
thought Jesus was too tired to be with the children or maybe they thought Jesus had 
more important things to do than to talk to children. Maybe they didn’t understand this 
part of Jesus’ ministry. But Jesus saw them trying to keep the children back and He was 
GREATLY displeased. He gave the disciples a double command, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.” (Mark 10:14) (Luke 18:16) (Matthew 19:14) Jesus was telling His 
disciples, “Let the little children come to me and DO NOT stop them!”  

Then all the children made their way up to Jesus. He wrapped His arms around them. 
They were able to see how much Jesus loved them and wanted to spend time with 
them. Jesus was making it clear that children were not in His way. You could NEVER be 
in Jesus’ way because He loves you so much and He always wants you to come to Him. 
It may be hard to understand, but Jesus loves you more than anyone else in the world 
could possibly love you. That’s why He died on the Cross for you and for me.  

In Mark 10:15 and Luke 18:17, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  Jesus was letting us 
know that God’s Kingdom is not gained by our works, or the good things that we do. 
We receive God’s Kingdom through Jesus. We receive His salvation through faith. We 
know that it is impossible for us to save ourselves from sin, so we put our trust in 
Jesus.  

Jesus took children up in His arms and He blessed them. (Mark 10:16, Matthew 
19:15) He laid His hands on their heads and He told them how much He loved them. 
The hands that would be nailed to the Cross reached out and hugged each child. The 
prophet, Isaiah, said several hundred years before Jesus was born, “See, I have 
engraved you on the palms of my hand!” (Isaiah 49:16) Isaiah was talking about how 
important Israel was to God, but you are that important to God also. It is as though 
your names are written on the palms of your Heavenly Father. He never forgets you and 
is always with you. He told His disciples that the Kingdom of Heaven is made for people 
who have hearts like little children.  

Jesus said: “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it.” Wow! Now that’s HUGE! Not only is Jesus saying that 



children are important, but He is showing them as an example to everyone else about 
how they must receive the kingdom of God!  

Having the faith of a child means trusting completely. This is how God wants us to trust 
Him – completely. It is knowing that God is always there for you. Children have 
innocence, trust, and humility…all pretty amazing qualities for entrance into God’s 
Kingdom.  As the “Jesus Storybook Bible” says, “No matter how big you grow, never 
grow up so much that you lose your child’s heart: full of trust in God. Be like these 
children. They are the most important in My Kingdom.”  

3.Bible Exploration – Checking for Understanding: 

- Why did the parents want to bring their children to Jesus? (To be blessed by Him) 
- Why did the disciples rebuke the parents? [rebuke means stern disapproval] (They 
thought the children were in Jesus’ way or were bothering Him) 
- Why did Jesus interrupt His teaching to call the children to Him? (Because He loves 
children so much and because He wanted to teach the disciples a lesson) 
- How was this a “teachable” moment? (Jesus wanted to teach them about the beautiful 
qualities of children, His great love for them, and how the disciples needed to be more 
like them and teach others to have this kind of faith) 
- Which qualities of children did Jesus want His disciples to learn? (Humility, trust, 
acceptance, salvation by faith and not by works) 

4.Prayer/Journaling: 

PRAYER WALK 

Invite the children to go for a walk around your neighborhood. Ask each child to take a 
pen and notepad or piece of paper with them. As you walk, make notes of the things 
you see i.e. particular homes, schools, shops, people. Consider and discuss possible 
prayer needs for each of these situations and make a note. You could pray right there 
and then or go back and write up your list of locations and prayer topics. Read 1 
Timothy 2:1 

Pray:  Dear God – we know the importance of praying for others. We also know that no 
concern is too small to receive your loving attention. Thank you for showing your care 
and concern for us, our family and friends, and the entire world.  [Let’s take time now 
to pray for our families, our church, our world, and for each other. (Take prayer 
requests)] 



5.Mission Story:   John Bunyan 

John Bunyan was born in 1628 in a small town in southern England. He was the son of 
a man who fixed pots and pans, sharpened knives, and did other small metal work. It 
became John’s work too, but he also started preaching. John married and he and his 
first wife had four children, including a girl named, Mary, who was blind. When John’s 
first wife died, he knew he needed help raising his small children and he married a  
woman of faith, named Elizabeth. John and Elizabeth had two more children.  

During this time, England was torn by civil war. King Charles I was killed and his son, 
Charles II, was made king. The king was head of the Church of England, which 
controlled religious life. But when Oliver Cromwell became commander of the 
parliament, he encouraged the independent churches. Charles II wanted to get rid of 
these independent churches. He was afraid they would be disloyal to him. But it was in 
these independent churches that John Bunyan preached. When he was told to stop, he 
refused to obey the king’s law. He said he had to obey God. So, he was thrown into 
prison. 

The prison where John had been sent was just down the street from the Bunyan home 
and almost every day John’s daughter, Mary, would bring him a jug of soup. John spent 
nearly 12 years in prison, but he did not waste his time. He wrote many articles and 
books. The best known of his books is Pilgrim’s Progress. It’s an imaginary story of a 
young man traveling toward Heaven. John was released from prison in 1672 and 
returned to his life as a pastor. He died from pneumonia in London in 1688. 

One story that is told about John is…When he was talking to his friend, Paul Cobb, who 
was sitting just outside John’s prison cell. Paul told John, “You can get out any time you 
want to. All you have to do is promise not to preach anymore.” John stood up, walked 
over to the door of his cell, and looked through the bars. He had never imagined he 
would be in prison for more than a few days. But days had turned into weeks and 
weeks into months. How much worse would it get? 

“No,” John answered his friend. “I cannot make such a promise. The Scriptures tell us 
we must obey God rather than man, and God has clearly commanded us to preach the 
Gospel. I could never promise not to do that, not even to get out of this dark hole.”  

When Cobb left, there was another visitor for Bunyan. It was his oldest daughter, Mary. 
She came almost every day to deliver a jug of soup, and her visits brought John great 
joy. But lately, he had been worrying about her. She was about eleven years old and 
had been blind from birth. And yet she had learned to bravely walk the streets of 
Bedford, England. Now she had no trouble bringing the jug of soup the few blocks from 
the Bunyan home to the prison where her father was.  

But what will happen to her? Worried Bunyan. She needs special help and protection. 
He thought about the cruel children of the village who would likely tease and trick her 
because of her blindness. He worried about how she could make a living when she 



grew up. What if she has to beg for food or is beaten or lives in the cold? Who will take 
care of her if I’m in prison or if I die? 

He loved her so much that he could hardly hold back his tears until after she left. “Oh, 
Lord, I no longer care about myself,” he cried out to God, falling to his knees on the 
cold stone floor. “But what should I do about my family? Am I to risk them and make 
their lives harder? What about my poor, blind daughter? It seems too much.” 

Then into his mind came the image of Jesus taking the children onto His knee and 
saying, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14 NIV) At last, Bunyan’s heart found 
peace. He would trust Jesus to take care of his dear Mary even when he couldn’t be 
there for her…And Jesus did keep Mary safe through all the years John spent in prison. 

“Jesus said, don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust in Me.”  
(John 14:1) 

6.Bible Skills:  Resumes in the Fall 

7.Memory Verse:  Have the children say the memory verse one more time – “Then 
Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children come to me. 
Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.” 
– Luke 18:16 (NLT) 

Say:  We are going to play “Well Said” We will  form two teams. The challenge is for 
each team to outdo the other team in saying the memory verses in a creative way. Each 
team will have 15 seconds to come up with their next plan. 

Teams alternate saying the verses and their references. For example: Team 1 may say 
the verses while hopping on one foot.  Team 2 may respond by all the kids saying the 
verses while clapping after each word. Team 1 may then say the verses while turning 
around in circles. Team 2 may say the verses while doing the twist, and so on.  (There 
really is no winner, but the kids will have a lot of fun, and they will unknowingly 
memorize the verses.) 

  
8.Closing Prayer:  Lead the children in a closing prayer. Encourage your child/children 
to also say their own individual prayers about any additional concerns they have. Don’t 
forget to pray for missionaries.  


