
Reality – Bible Lesson for May 17, 2020 – Preschool 

New Testament 
Section One: The Life of Jesus 

Lesson 3:  Christ’s Baptism 

1. Lesson:  Christ’s Baptism 
2. Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:29-34 
3. Memory Verse: “The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. 

We have seen his glory.” – John 1:14a 
4. The Jesus Storybook Bible:  Pages 200 - 207 
5. The Beginner’s Bible:  Pages 303 - 307 
6. God’s Story for Me Bible:  Pages 300 - 305 
7. Materials useful for teaching the lesson - Craft: all downloaded templates; 

white paper lunch bag – one for each child; white paper for pieces; glue; crayons; 
large googly eyes (optional)   

Paper Bag Dove Craft 
https://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mbagdove.htm 

https://www.dltk-kids.com/t.asp?t=https://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/image/
bbagdove1.gif 

https://www.dltk-kids.com/t.asp?t=https://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/image/
bbagdove2.gif 
Videos you can use to reinforce the story: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGMCA_aUY4c 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88JYcN2-FiQ 

1.Prayer and Welcome Activity: Pray with your children – then introduce the 
following discussion:  

Ask:  How do you know when we are proud of you? What do we say to you?  Today 
we’re going to hear about when God spoke and told Jesus how proud He was of Him. 
Jesus always did what his Father sent him to do.  We’re going to learn about a time 
when he was baptized by His cousin, John the Baptist, because He knew it was what 
God wanted Him to do. 

2.Bible Story:  (You can teach the story below or read it from “The Jesus 
Storybook Bible” – Pages 200 – 207, “The Beginner’s Bible” – Pages 303 – 
307, or “God’s Story for Me Bible – Pages 300 - 305) 
Last week our Bible story was about the time when Jesus visited the temple in 
Jerusalem - when He was twelve years old. In our story, today, about 18 years have 
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https://www.dltk-kids.com/t.asp?t=https://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/image/bbagdove1.gif
https://www.dltk-kids.com/t.asp?t=https://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/image/bbagdove2.gif
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passed since that time. Jesus grew up in the town of Nazareth with his mother, Mary 
and Joseph. God had chosen Joseph, a carpenter, to be Jesus’ earthly father. God had 
sent Jesus to earth to do His very special ministry. Jesus was about 30 years old when 
the time came for Him to begin that ministry.  

Jesus had a cousin, named John, who was born a few months before Him. John was 
living in the desert country where he had grown up. God had a special purpose for 
John’s life. He was to be the forerunner for Jesus. That meant he was going before 
Jesus to announce His coming and prepare the way for Him. He was teaching people 
that they needed God in their lives, so they would be ready to hear from Jesus. John 
was the last of the Old Covenant prophets. 

God had sent John to live in the wilderness. He led a very simple life. Matthew 3:4 
reads, “John’s clothes were made out of camel’s hair. He had a leather belt around his 
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.” When John announced that the Kingdom of 
God was at hand, he meant that God’s rule was about to come into the world through 
the Messiah. John continued to tell the people that God was about to do something.  

It had been over 400 years and now God was moving. The people of that day needed 
to turn from living in their sinful ways to living in God’s way. John found them in their 
wilderness and told them they needed to repent. Do you remember what “repent” 
means? Repentance is when we see our sin as God does, are sad about it, and turn 
away from it. It means to change direction and choose God’s way instead of our way. 
God wants us to repent of our sins because He loves us.  

John had probably been living in the desert for about ten years. His ministry was to get 
the people to see their sin and repent, so they would be ready to receive the salvation 
of Jesus. John was a powerful speaker and people came to hear him in large groups 
and be baptized in the Jordan River.  
When people truly repented of their sins, John would baptize them. Baptism was a way 
for them to say outwardly that they had turned away from their sins. It is a way of 
showing others that you believe in God and you want to live your life the way that God 
wants you to live. When you truly repent, you become a different person than you were 
before.  

At that time Jesus had not yet started his ministry. He had been working as a carpenter 
in the town of Nazareth. The people were still waiting for the Messiah to be revealed: 
they didn’t know it was Jesus! Even John didn’t know who it was, but God had given 
John a special sign to look for. God told John that he would see God’s Spirit descend on 
someone, and that man would be the promised Messiah. 

When people heard John talk, some thought that he might be the Messiah. John set 
them straight right away. He told them his message was repentance and he told them 
that Christ was coming. John baptized with water, but Jesus is the Son of God – He 
would come and baptize with the Holy Spirit and change us completely into a new 
person.  

All four Gospels tell the story of the baptism of Jesus. Baptism was the first thing Jesus 
did when He started His ministry. It is also the last thing He talked about before going 
up to Heaven. The Gospel writers tell us that each member of the Godhead was 



involved in the ministry of Jesus on earth and in His baptism. The Son was baptized, the 
Holy Spirit descended on Him, and the Father spoke His approval. Only Luke, however, 
stated that Jesus was praying, and Heaven was opened – God was breaking into human 
history with the declaration that Jesus is His Son. God came down upon Jesus at His 
baptism to show that He sent Jesus to draw us back close to Him.  

Jesus was not baptized because He needed to repent. Jesus never sinned. He was 
baptized to identify with us and show us that baptism is important. When Jesus came to 
be baptized, John didn’t know what to say. He told Jesus He should be baptizing him.  

Jesus wanted John to baptize Him to fulfill all righteousness. John agreed and baptized 
Jesus in the Jordan River. As Jesus came up out of the water, John saw something 
incredible. He saw the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus in the form of a dove. Then he 
heard the voice of God saying, “You are my Son, and I love you. I am very pleased with 
you.” John understood what it meant – Jesus is the Messiah whom God had promised 
from long ago. He announced, “I have seen it happen. I am a witness that this is God’s 
Chosen One.” 

3. Bible Application - Craft:   

Paper Bag Dove Craft: 

 
Assemble your puppet: (The preschoolers will probably need help completing this) 

• Print the templates out, cut the pieces, and color the pieces that need to be 
colored.  

• On one side, it's all smooth.  This will be the BACK of your puppet. (It's 
important that all the kids get the back and front straight at the beginning!) 

• On the other side there's a flippy tab (which is typically the bottom of the bag 
when you're carrying your lunch around...) - This flippy tab will be the HEAD. 

• Lift the flippy tab up a bit.  Underneath of the tab will be the mouth. When the 
child puts his/her hand in the bag, he’ll/she'll be able to make the puppet talk. 

• Glue the feather tuft to the top of the HEAD 
• Glue the eyes onto the HEAD just under the feathers.  If you like, you can 

use googly eyes instead of the paper template pieces. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000XZTP9Y/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000XZTP9Y&linkCode=as2&tag=leanneeldridge


• Glue the beak under the eyes.  It will likely hang down over a little bit of 
the BODY.  Make sure you just put glue on top of the beak (where it touches 
the HEAD) so you don't end up gluing the mouth shut. 

• Glue the wings into the FLAP. 
• Glue the feet onto the bottom of the BODY 
• Glue the tail onto the BACK. 

4.Memory Verse:  Have the children say the memory verse one more time – “The 
Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his glory.” – 
John 1:14a 

Play: Well Said 
Play the game with more than one child or adults play on each team. The challenge is 
for each team to outdo the other in saying the memory verse in a creative way. One 
adult will lead one team, and another adult will lead the other team. (Or have two of 
the kids lead.) Teams alternate saying the verse and its reference.  

Example: The leader of team 1 will have his/her kids say the verse while hopping on 
one foot. The leader of team 2 will respond by having the kids say the verse while 
clapping after each word. Team 1 then says the verse while turning around in circles. 
Team 2 says the verse while doing the twist, and so on. There really is no winner, but 
the kids will have a lot of fun, and they will unknowingly memorize the verse. 

5. Closing Prayer:  Lead the children in a closing prayer. Encourage your child/children 
to also say their own individual prayers about any additional concerns they have. 
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