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Serious News About Sin  (Matthew 18:5-14) 
 
In light of Jesus teaching in the pervious section that God was going to accept people on the basis of: 

• Grace not works 
• Christ’s sacrifice on their behalf not what they would sacrifice to God 

The disciple’s asked the question: “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
• Because normally they would have assumed that the greatest was the one who did the most the best 

o That is what we all assume, all the time 
• But, God’s Kingdom is an upside down one 

o Mark 10:43-45, NIV 
• So, in answering their question, Jesus uses a little child in their midst and says, “Unless you change and 

become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” 
o In other words, you normal assumed standard of greatness and merit before God has been 

reversed 
o It is no longer about who can do the most the best, but who can trust God and His work  
o (Little children are fully dependent… and powerless in societal terms) 

! We are powerless to save ourselves and must become fully dependent upon God 
! That was verses 1-4 and the last few of the previous chapter 

 
Now, Jesus switches from allowing the child to represent a spiritual truth about the Kingdom to defending 
children in the world 

• Verse 5 = Jesus connects Himself and His concern to the wellbeing of children 
o They are to be esteemed highly in the Kingdom  

! They were powerless in societal terms (some see this as generally about the powerless) 
• They are to be precious and honored in Kingdom terms 
• They are to be protected and preserved in this world (verses 6-7) 
• Verse 10 = Jesus again hits the note of valuing children  

o Concept of guardian angels 
 
But, there is a real punchiness to what Jesus is teaching us here 
 
Let’s identify some referents that will help us get the potency of what is being said 

• Stumble = fall into sin or fall away from truth and the true faith 
o The verb carries the idea of entrapment 
o That there is a naïveté on the part of the little one (lack of understanding) that allows them to be 

led astray 
o And so humanity, the church, we have a responsibility to lead them rightly  
o To err in that has grievous consequences (read verse 6) 

• Millstone = PHOTO 
• Grinding Grain… The smaller ones were turned by people, but the larger by donkeys 
• Several feet in circumference and weighing several hundred pounds 

o To have one tied around your neck and to be thrown in the sea was not something that was 
done 

o It was the kind of horrific thing that the Jewish people imagined Pagans doing 
o So the language from Jesus would be startling to them… punchy… severe 

 
• There is a serious day of reckoning for the leading astray of children = Better for them to have … 

o He was speaking to His followers 
o And then He out the whole world on blast (read verse 7) 

• Woe to the world = There will be a universal judgment 
o “Such things must come” (Because of sin, sinners and the world)  
o “But woe to the person through whom they come” 

• Woe to the person = Individuals will be held accountable (this is really serious) 
 
This is good news (unless of course you are causing children to be led astray…) 



   

©2017 Britt Merrick | June 4, 2017 | Reality Carpinteria  

The disciples (Israel) knew what their responsibility was to children (it is the church’s as well) 
• Deuteronomy 6:4-6, NASB 
• Psalm 145:3-7, NASB 
• “A Father tells his sons about Thy faithfulness”  --King Hezekiah to God (Isaiah 38:19b) 
• We cannot only hear the negative aspect of the warning, we must also hear the positive injunction  

 
And, more good news here… what of those who have gone astray? 
 
(Skipping forward) Verse 10 we already covered… Verse 11 (textual issue) 
 
Verses 12-14 

• Here is God’s heart for those who are staying  
o Verse 11 = Luke 19:10, NLT 

• God’s people are commonly pictured as sheep and people in general as lost sheep  
o Isaiah 53:6, NASB 
o The Incarnation and Cross 
o Ezekiel 34:11-16, NASB 

 
“Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish” (verse 14b) 

• 2 Peter 3:9, NASB and 3:15a, NLT 
 

• But we too ought to be involved in God’s work of seeking and restoring lost sheep 
o Matthew 6:7 = “Go to the lost sheep of Israel” 
o John 21:16 = “Then take care of my sheep”  

• How can you join Jesus in seeking His lost sheep? 
o Hebrews 3:12-13, NASB 
o 2 Timothy 2:24-26, NASB 
o 1 Peter 3:15, NIV 

 
But, maybe (as is sometimes the case) we, ourselves, are the straying, stumbling sheep… 

• The Father is going after us… but we must also go after our sin! 
•  

Verses 8-9 
• Looking at ourselves 
• Taking sin seriously  
• Obvious hyperbolic language (not actually telling us to do that) 
• What is Jesus telling us to do? 

o He is using punchy, picturesque language to make clear what He expects our relationship with 
sin to be  

o To be ruthless with sin in our lives 
• To actually cut some things off from, and out of, our lives that lead us away from truth and into sin 

o To get rid of the source, or conduit, or medium of sin 
o Relationship, device, substance, unforgiveness 

 
Thrown into the eternal fire; thrown into the fires of hell 

• Jesus makes it very clear what the fate of unrepentant sinners is 
• Hell = location; Eternal = length 
• Jesus is crystal clear in Scripture that heaven and hell are real 

 
But I want us to remember the way Jesus views this peril of the human race 

• “Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish” (verse 14b) 
 
So, Jesus is urging us who are in His kingdom to take sin seriously  (Three ways to pray this morning) 

• For the vulnerable (children) led astray 
• For those sheep who have gone astray 
• For ourselves and what leads us astray 


