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Heart Conditions – The Crowded Heart (Matthew 13:1-23) 
 
If granted access to them, what would your calendar and your credit card statement reveal about you? 

• If every hour and every dollar were noted and observed, what would we learn about you? 
o Our passions and pursuits would be easily discernable there 
o How one spends their time and their money exposes a lot (everything?) about them 

 
The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. (Matthew 13:22, NIV) 
 
These things are part of life: We have stuff we need to deal with and money we want to make 

• We all wonder: “How am I going to deal with this…” “How am I going to be able to afford that…” 
• Who doesn’t have too many worries and not enough money? 

 
• It is not that Jesus is leading us to withdraw from the world and escape from all our worries 
• It is not that Jesus is telling us to forget money all together and live without 

 
Rather, Jesus redirects our hearts and emotions and gives us: 

1. A better place to go with worry 
2. A better place for our affection 

 
A better place to go with worry  

 
• Matthew 11:28-30 (which see) 
• 1 Peter 5:7, NLT and Psalm 55:22, NLT and Psalm 68:19, NASB 

 
We have a place to go with worry in Jesus 

• When we do not do that, the word of God gets choked out 
• Because we become primarily concerned about what we must do—as opposed to resting in Whom we 

can trust 
 
Here is how this works our practically: 

• “I know what God’s word says about honesty and integrity, but I can barely make ends meet… I have to 
fudge my taxes a bit and pad my time card a little” CHOKED 

• “I know what God’s word says about sexual purity, but I have real feelings and needs… I have to pursue 
those or I’ll always be alone” CHOKED 

• “I know that God’s word calls me to generosity and giving and tithing, but I just cannot afford 10% off the 
top… I’ll be generous when I have more to share” CHOKED 

• “I know what God’s word says about forgiving others, but she doesn’t deserve it… when she earns it I will 
forgive her” CHOKED 

 
The normal worries of life: Making ends meet, physical needs and desires, loneliness, being hurt by others 

• In Christ and His word we have a place to go with thee things 
• When we get to the “but” statements is where the Truth gets choked out and we bear no fruit 
• Fruit would be choosing faith over worry and finding rest and resolution in Jesus 
• Matthew 6:25-33 (which see) 

 
A better place for our affection  
 

• Matthew 13:22, NIV 
• Deceitfulness/lure of wealth (the idea is that which is deceptive and seducing) 

 
How is wealth deceptive and seductive? 

• It promises satisfaction and security (but can provide neither ultimately) 
• But it always seems that way… so we are lured and seduced  
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The Bible contains about 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 on faith, and over 2,000 that deal with $ 
 
Why do you suppose that is? 

• God loves money and is super into it and wants all of yours… no. We love… super into it… want it all  
• GOD LOVES US, AND WE LOVE MONEY… often more than Him—so he goes after it (like any other idol) 
• Matthew 6:19-24 (which see) 
• Grounding of that text: Exodus 20:1-5, NLT 

 
What do we mean by “idol”? (any lesser thing that we treat like an ultimate thing) 

• Why does God go after idols? 
o 1. His Glory and Place 
o 2. Because lesser things can never deliver ultimately (satisfaction or security) 

! We will ultimately be disappointed if we pursue lesser things too much 
! Because they never satisfy, they are masters to which we become enslaved 

• Verse 24 says that mammon is a master (think about it… we sacrifice for this) 
! What is it like to sacrifice to a false god? 

• At best they are absent—at worst they are demons (OT; prophets of baal) 
• In ultimate disappointment and despair people were driven to ultimate sacrifice(s)  

! That is the way money works today when it become an idol/master/God 
• We will sacrifice anything and everything for more—kids, marriage, integrity 
• And, as our text says today—God’s Word gets choked out 

 
1 Timothy 6:6-10, NLT 
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19, NLT 
 
An issue of the heart 

o Affections and passions—desire 
o What we really want and where we look for happiness  
o = Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also (v. 21) 
o If your wealth increases, don’t make it the center of your life. (Psalm 62:10b, NLT) 

 
• Jesus is not telling us to live without passion or treasure  

o He is redirecting our passions to a more true way (a better treasure) 
o He is telling us that we actually aim too low in our pursuits, passions and desires (cf. v. 33) 
o This is a loving appeal for His followers to aim better/higher/rightly 

 
Your unfailing love is better than life itself… You satisfy me more than the richest feast. (Psalm 63:3a & 5a, NLT) 
 
“Lord, your love is better than life.”  
“Besides Thee there is nothing on earth I desire.”  
“In your presence is fullness of joy” 
 
 
 


