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Heart Conditions – The Hard Heart  (Matthew 13:1-23) 
 
Jesus teaching from the boat on Galilee (vv. 1-2) 
 
Jesus told many stories in the form of parables… (v. 3) 

• What is a parable? 
o A short, simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson 
o The word = παρα – beside + βολή  – to throw (to place side by side; compare) 
o Cf. “The kingdom of heaven is like…” 
o A parable is a comparison, and the hearer has to catch the analogy in order to be instructed. 

! Thus Christ’s sayings about the salt of the earth, the lilies of the field, fishers of men (Matt. 
5:13; 6:26; Mark 1:17), living water, fields white unto harvest (John 4:10, 35), and so forth, 
can be classified as parables.1 

! = Using common points of reference to illustrate spiritual truths 
• There seems to be this interesting dual purpose behind them: To reveal and to conceal 

o To separate those who wanted to understand from those who did not 
o We have been seeing in Matthew that there were those who did not want to believe 
o Verses 10-13 

! Don’t misunderstand, it is not that Jesus did not want them to understand; it is that they 
refused to (verse 13)  

• The parables are usually easy to get—he only ever explains two (here and tares) 
• The invitation was for all (verse 9) 

! This was a deep, bad, dangerous spiritual condition (Cf. Israel, the world, us) 
o Why? 

! Verses 14-15 
! The hearts of these people are hardened… they have closed their eyes (intentional) 
! They cannot turn to me and let me heal them (God’s desire) 

o I trust we are all pictured in the next couple of verses (verses 16-17) 
 
Now, let’s get down to trying to catch the analogy; learn form the comparison 

• Recap/rereading of the story in verses 3-8 
• Let’s read the explanation again (verses 18-23) 

 
The types of soils spoken of in the parable represent the different states/conditions of the hearts of various 
hearers 

• There are four types of soils 
o Hard (footpath) 
o Rocky (shallow) 
o Thorny (crowded) 
o Good (produced crops: 30, 60 or 100) 

 
These picture four different heart conditions 

• The hard heart 
• The shallow heart 
• The crowded heart 
• The good heart 

 
We are only dealing with the hard soil—the footpath— today… 
 
The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t 
understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. (v. 19) 
 
Message about the Kingdom = Cf. The Word of God; truth 

                                                
1 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament, electronic ed. (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
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Don’t understand it ≠ lack of capacity, ability or some prerequisite knowledge  
• The case here is not one of inability but unwillingness (Cf. v. 15a) 
• Nor is it a deprivation of opportunity (Cf. v. 13b)  (and verse 9) 
• They hear the Word of God, but they refuse to let it penetrate  

o Footpath = hard from travel, use, endless weight and pressure 
o Seed = Sits on top, unable to penetrate and the birds (evil one) come and snatch it away 

 
What is happening, or what has happened, to a heart that is like that? Refusing to hear… 

• And what can be done? 
 
1. Too often travelled on and trampled with untruths 

• The world we live in: 
o Pluralism (Cnt. the way, the truth, the life) (exclusivity) 
o Reversalism  (Isaiah 5:20, NASB) (sexuality; marriage; sanctity of life vs. reproductive rights) 

! Abortion, gay marriage, unbiblical sexuality are all the new norms 
! Celebrated in popular culture and media 
! People feast on untruths (heart travelled and trampled) (calling murder r.r.) 
! So that truth can not really be heard/seen 

• Truth (the Word) actually becomes unpalatable (or at least foreign) (e.g. food) 
• It does not penetrate easily the path worn hard by too many untruths travelled 
• The enemy snatches it away 

o Deuteronomy 6:1-9, NIV 
o Travel and trample your heart with truth! Do not feed yourself on untruths! (softening/hardening) 
o Psalm 19:7-14, NLT 

• Prayer: Psalm 119:18, 27, NLT; 124-125, 130, NIV 
 
2. Too often travelled and trampled with rebellion 

• The more we choose not to obey the Lord, the harder our hearts become 
• Hebrews 3:12-15, NASB 
• Ephesians 4:17-24, NASB 
• Isaiah 48:17-18, NASB 

• Prayer: Psalm 119:33-35, NLT 
 
3. Too often travelled and trampled with pain 

• Life has been hard and cold enough that the soil of our heart is like impenetrable frozen tundra  
o Recall God’s goal in all of this: … and let Me heal them (verse 15) 
o When we hear the message of the Kingdom, it is hard to accept (I spent much time there)  
o Psalm 34:18, NASB 
o Matthew 11:28-30, NASB 

• Prayer: Psalm 119:25, 28-29, 40, NLT 
 
Untruths, rebellion, pain may harden the soil of our hearts so that we cannot hear and receive truth 

• But even the hardest ground can be broken up 
• God’s word is like a hammer; God’s Spirit is like water 
• Repentance is yielding responding to both 

 
Hosea 10:12-13a 
Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground (the hard ground of 
your hearts); for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you.  

 
But you have cultivated wickedness and harvested a thriving crop of sins. You have eaten the fruit of lies—because you 
have depended on your own strength…  
 
The power of Christ’s love and forgiveness is greater than the hardest heart! 
 
The efficacy of the second set against the thieving work of the evil one… 


