
	  
Christmas Love | Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
(Santa warning to parents…) 
 
Ephesians 2:1-10, NLT 
 
I have to admit, it takes some effort for me to make Christmas not merely about getting and giving gifts 

• In my family, we are really into giving gifts (it is probably a little absurd—but so fun)  
• There is a reason though as to why we as Christians (and a culture) give gifts on Christmas 

o For to us a child is born, to us a son is given… (Isaiah 9:6a) 
o For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son… (John 3:16) 

• The gifts we give/get are symbolic of (in remembrance of) THAT GIFT… (represent the ultimate) (shadows) 
 
Culturally, the concept of gift giving (based on God’s gift) has been perverted and is broken 

• Follow me here: Remember last week… Why did God promise Israel the gift of the Messiah? 
o Was it because they had been good and deserved it? 

! Oh, what a sinful nation they are—loaded down with a burden of guilt. They are evil people, 
corrupt children who have rejected the Lord. (Isaiah 1:4) 

o They were very bad, but God was giving them a good gift!  
! Understand, then, that it is not because of your righteousness that the LORD your God is 

giving you this good land to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people. (Deuteronomy 9:6) 
 

! The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep 
darkness, a light will shine. (Isaiah 9:2, NLT) (self-created darkness)(Cf. Christmas lights)  

• Listen now: They did not deserve good—this was grace (this was true love—unconditional love) 
o Isaiah 43:1-4, NLT 

 
I said a moment ago: the concept of gift giving in our Christmas culture has been perverted and is broken 

• We have replaced the theology of grace and unconditional love with Santa Clause theology 
 

What is that? (1) If you are naughty you get nothing (2) Only if you are nice do you get something   
 

• We took the true Christmas idea of an undeserved gift and made it about deserving/merit/demerit 
o That is not Christmas love (Santa Clause is evil) (anti gospel of grace) 
o That is not what the angel had in mind when he announced to the shepherds in the field: “I bring 

you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has 
been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 

o The good news is that we did not deserve but we were given a gift 
! Because we are loved—even though we do not deserve it! 
! Deuteronomy 7:6-9a, NIV 
! Ephesians 1:4-8a, NLT 

 
God is not like Santa Clause 

• We are not merely naughty and we are not ever actually nice (by God’s standard) 
• All have gone astray—none have done good—wretched and blind—all of us have sinned and fallen short 

 
Here is the problem with the naughty and nice paradigm: 

• The naughty are told and so believe:  
o I have to (and are actually able to) do something to earn God’s love 

• The nice are old and so believe: 
o I have already done something to make myself deserving of God’s love  

• Problem = Neither of those ideas is true (filthy rags) 
 
Truth = We are more wicked than we ever dare imagine, but more loved than we could ever possibly dream 

• God does not love us because we are lovable—we are loved because God is love! 
• We are not loved because we are lovely—we become lovely because we are loved by God! 
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God is not like Santa Clause—neglecting the naughty, regarding the nice  

• That paradigm is not news, that is the de facto way the moral universe works 
o But what Christmas brings us is Good News (Behold, I bring you good news of great joy …) 

! = God loves us in spite of us 
! Romans 5:6-11, NLT 

 
• And it also brings us bad news that makes us rejoice when we realize the good news 

o No one is merely naughty, and no one is anywhere near nice (utterly helpless; enemies of God) 
o To the supposed nice the Scriptures say: You are not actually loveable 
o To the supposed naughty the Scriptures say: You could never possibly be loveable 

 
= The true nature of God’s love 

• It is not deserved (we are not nice) 
• It cannot be earned (we are not merely naughty) 

o God loves us because of who He is not because of who we are (boom!) 
o We are, in light of God’s holiness, all together unlovable 
o He does not love us because we are loveable, He loves us because He is love 

 
This is why the coming of Jesus is likened to the dawning of light into the darkness  

• Cf. Isaiah 9:1-2 as retold in Matthew 4:15-16 
  “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES—  
    THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF 

DEATH UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.”  
• Good news (Jesus Himself) invading the state of our bad news 

 
The darkness of the pre-Christmas dawn is wondering, “am I loved by God? Can I be accepted by Him?” 

• Christmas does away with all that dark speculation by bringing us into the light of the Good News in Jesus  
• Isaiah 49:13-16a, NASB 

 
Here is some true Christmas Love theology: 

• If God’s love for us and kindness toward us is not based on our being loveable—if it is not deserved—then it 
is actually greater than we could ever deserve or warrant in and of ourselves. 

o And: If you think God loves you because of you, then you will think God does not love you because 
of you 

o If you think God loves you because of what you do, then you will think He does not love you when 
you do wrong 

o = Evil Santa Theology (so much less than good news) 
• If God’s love for us, and kindness toward us, is not based on our being good—if it cannot be earned—then 

it will remain when we fail. If it cannot be earned it cannot be lost. 
 

• This is truly good news 
o For how many of us often think, assume and feel: “Surely God cannot love me anymore” 
o Or for the “nice”… you underestimated love (you think you deserve—but it is so much more than 

you could ever) 
o Ephesians 1:6-8, NLT 

 
Closing:  

• Think gospely, Christmasy thoughts…  
• If God’s love is based on who He is and not on who we are then God’s love cannot fail! 

o It is unconditional (unmerited, undeserved, unearned) 
o It is a faithful love 
o I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness. (Jer 31:3) 
o It is a covenantal love 

! On the night that He was betrayed: Jesus and the cup (Drink from it all of you; for this is My 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins) 

! God’s love is based on an unbreakable covenant that is inaugurated and enforced and 
fulfilled by Him and Him alone 

! “Behold, I have inscribed you upon the palms of my hands” 
• Embodied faith… 


