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                                                                       Ryan Hillner  

Reality Carpinteria  
11.13.16 

Jesus the Judge  
Matthew 11:20-24   
 
Context:  

• Our last 2 weeks  
• Jesus has been questioned about his claims to be Messiah 
• He has proven his claims to be the “Messiah” by referring to John the Baptist, his own 

miracles and how they line up to OT prophecy  
 
We have seen though, that he came in a very different way than expected.  

• Healings 
• Miracles  
• Good news to the poor  

o Introduced to his grace, mercy & forgiveness, etc.  
 
Thus far, we have seen Jesus as Messiah, but our text this morning we see Jesus also 

as Judge. 
 
Matthew 11:20-24 (NIV)  

Then Jesus began to denounce the towns where he had done so many of his miracles, because they 
hadn’t repented of their sins and turned to God. 21 “What sorrow awaits you, Korazin and Bethsaida! For if the 
miracles I did in you had been done in wicked Tyre and Sidon, their people would have repented of their sins 
long ago, clothing themselves in burlap and throwing ashes on their heads to show their remorse. 22 I tell you, 
Tyre and Sidon will be better off on judgment day than you. 23 “And you people of Capernaum, will you be 
honored in heaven? No, you will go down to the place of the dead. For if the miracles I did for you had been 
done in wicked Sodom, it would still be here today. 24 I tell you, even Sodom will be better off on judgment 
day than you.” 

 
Though it was not Jesus’ primary thrust in His first coming to pronounce judgment, He 
did denounce sin.  

• He specifically did this to 3 cities on the Sea of Galilee’s northwest shore.  
• He specifically pronounced judgment to these cities where some of His most significant 

miracles occurred1 
 
Verse 20  

• Denounce the cities  
• He had done many miracles but they still had not repented of their sins & turned to God  

                                                
1 Bible Knowledge Commentary, Woolvard & Zuck, P.44  
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o This is the thrust & theme of our text  

 
Verse 21- 22  
He calls the cities out by name  

• Korazin (kor-ah-zin)  
o Was an ancient village in northern Galilee, two and a half miles 

from Capernaum on a hill above the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
o This & the correlating account in Luke 10:13 are the only places in scripture we 

hear of this town  
• Bethsaida (Beth-sey-duh)   

o A city east of the Jordan River on the northern edge of the sea  
o Philip, Andrew & Peter were from here  
o Jesus gave sight to a blind man here (Mark 8:22-26)   
o The feeding of the 5 thousand was here (Luke 9:10-17)  

 
Compares them to Tyre (Tire) & Sidon (Sai-duhn)  

o These cities that were situated on Mediterranean coast of northern Israel were 
long known for their wickedness 

o They were Vigorously denounced in the OT by the prophets (Isaiah 23, Ezekiel 26 
& Amos 1:9-10)  

o Ashes & Burlap are an illustration or symbol of genuine public remorse over their 
sins  

 
Christ’s miracles were works of power, manifestations of the presence of God, and 

accordingly invitations to people to reflect on how they stood with God and to repent 
of the evil they had done. 

 
Verse 23- 24  
Singles in on Capernaum  

o Capernaum had been Jesus’ base for missions thus far and even his adopted 
hometown 

o “You may think you’re something or have it all together, but…”  
 

Compares them to Sodom & Gomorrah  
o Then he claims that on judgment day Sodom (aka. “the worst city ever!”) will get 

off with a slap on the hand compared to Capernaum. 
o Gnarly judgment  

 
Jesus judges the disbelief of the people of these three cities so strongly because they 

saw the mighty works of the Messiah the most, and yet they did not repent and 
believe.2 

                                                
2 Same as Above		
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We see a picture of the inward condition of the human heart  

• Despite seeing God move & experiencing the presence & power of God  
o They still did not believe  
o Specifically, they did not come to repent  

 
Repentance  

• Means an about-face, a turning from  
o Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere 

commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ.3\ 
 

• Repentance is:  
o 1. An intellectual understanding (that sin is wrong),  
o 2. An emotional approval of the teachings of Scripture regarding sin (a sorrow for 

sin and a hatred of it),  
o 3. And a personal decision to turn from it (a renouncing of sin and a decision of 

the will to forsake it and lead a life of obedience to Christ instead). 
 
When you are unrepentant of your sins. (Like these cities)  

• It means you are unwilling to turn from living in your sin and turning to God  
 
The Reason why this matters for us… 

• We are plagued with this problem 
o Romans 3:23  

§ For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
 
But we like Israel & these cities were left with a Choice  
 
We have heard the good news  

• But will we repent?  
o Or will we be like the unrepentant cities?  

 
There are implications to the answer of the Question we posed last week… 

• Who is Jesus  
• Who is he to you?  

o Implications to whether you repent or sin or you don’t (unrepentant)  
 
Sin has consequences  

• Romans 6:23a 
o 23 For the wages of sin is death… 

                                                
3 Grudem, Wayne A.; Grudem, Wayne A. (2009-05-18). Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Making Sense of Series) (p. 
713). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
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• Or the end result or what you get from it if it’s not dealt with is death, Physical & eternal 

death.   
 
There will come a time when we stand before God and our lives will give an answer  

• The implications are; If we know him we will be with for all Eternity (Heaven)  
• The implications if we do not know him, is that we are separated from God for all 

eternity (Hell)  
 
God is Just  
 
If God is truly good (and He is),  

• Then He cannot tolerate or overlook evil.  
• He did not overlook the sin of Adam (Genesis 3:17-19), Cain (Genesis 4:11-13), Saul (1 

Samuel 15:26), or David (2 Samuel 12:8-10),  
• And He certainly will not overlook sin in the modern world. 

 
The reason why he can’t overlook sin is; Because he can’t defy his character  

• The Lord is eternal (Psalm 90:2),  
• Incomparable and perfect (Isaiah 40:25).  
• He is sovereign and holy (Isaiah 6:3);  
• Merciful, gracious and loving (Exodus 34:6).  
• God is righteous and just (Deuteronomy 32:4). 

 
Sin can’t be in God’s presence  

• Habakkuk 1:13 says that…. 
His “eyes are too pure to look on evil.” 

 
God has to deal with our Sin  

• Can’t allow it to be and is to get away with it  
 
A price had to be paid for our rebellion  

• Our Sin requires Justice  
• Our Sin requires God to Judge us  

 
The only way to pay the price of Sin is with a life. This is where God’s justice meets 

God’s mercy. 
 
God is merciful 
 
God has mercifully provided a way for us (sinners) to escape His wrath  

• He has compassion on us, He loves us & doesn’t want to be without us  
• He desires as he created us to, be with him (free of Sin) for all of Eternity  
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Out of His mercy, he sent his Sin to die for us to pay the penalty of our Sin  

• Jesus paid the wages of Sin with his own life…. 
o He sacrificed His spotless, sinless Son.  
o Christ was the only One Who was qualified to be a sacrifice for sin, and because 

He never sin 
o We call this propitiation, the sacrifice the satisfies (1 John 2:2)  

 
Colossians 2:13-14 (NLT)  
13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made 
you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took 
it away by nailing it to the cross.  
 
God’s Mercy & Grace  

• Out of God’s mercy upon us He gave us a way out  
• Out of his grace (undeserved gift) he gives us the gift of His son  

o That if we believe in Him, and he becomes our Lord  
o Our Sins are forgiven & we are now made right with God  

 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB)  
21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God 
in Him. 
 
The Great Exchange 

• God took our Sin & He gave us His righteousness  
• Christ has imputed his righteousness to us  

o Literally…Christ has attributed, ascribed, assigned or credited his perfect 
righteousness to us  

 
The way to God is thru a door called repentance 

 
Repentance is a beautiful thing  
 
Because it brings us back to God  

• It restores relationship & communion mail 
• It restores us to our intended design  

 
Book of acts (Peter)   

• Acts 3:19  
o 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing 

may come from the Lord, 
 
Let us not misunderstand repentance  
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Romans 2:4 
…the goodness of God leads you to repentance 
 
The more we learn about God’s goodness, the more we are drawn to the wonderful gift 

He offers us—salvation through His son Jesus Christ. 
 Because of His goodness and love for us, God gave His only Son, who was sinless, to 

pay for our sins. 
 

-----APPLICATION------ 
 
How do we Repent:  Non/Believer (Coming to God for the first time) 
 

1. Ruin4  
a. The Problem 
b. Man has rebelled against his maker & broken his law 

i. Romans 3:23 (NLT) For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard. 

 
2. Redemption  

a. The Solution  
b. This is what God has done. This is the good news that trumps the bad news. 
c. What Christ accomplished on the cross, work that provided full pardon from the 

guilt of sin for every sinner who believes. 
i. Romans 24 – 25 (NLT) Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did 

this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God 
presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they 
believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood.  

 
3. Regeneration   

a. The Response  
i. We believe & put our trust in God  

1. Romans 10:9-10  
ii. God changes the sinful human heart, sets it free from bondage to sin 
iii. Gives us His spirit  

 
Repentance involves us understanding our state (ruin) as sinners, trusting in Jesus’ 
redemption through the cross and allowing Christ to make us brand new through 

regeneration of His spirit 
 
How do we Repent: Believer (Continuing to have a repentant heart)  
 
                                                
4	From Charles Spurgeon’s Three R’s for Evangelism (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/spurgeons-three-rs-a-useful-method-for-
evangelism 
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The Reason we need to:  

• As Christian we are called by Scripture to maintain a repentant heart, routinely 
acknowledging sin and seeking God's grace and mercy in the midst of his daily 
mistakes.  

• While God has ultimately forgiven us of the sins we commit, they still result in a 
blocking or hindrance in our relationship with God 

 
Example: Father & Son 

• A young boy who sins against his father is not cast out of the family. A godly father will 
forgive his children unconditionally. At the same time, a good relationship between 
father and son cannot be achieved until the relationship is restored. This can only occur 
when a child confesses his mistakes to his father and apologizes. 

 
That is why we confess our sins to God—not to maintain our salvation, but to bring 

ourselves back into close fellowship with the God who loves us and has already 
forgiven us. 

 
1. Conviction  

a. The word & the spirit  
2. Repentance  

a. Turn from Sin  
3. Spirit of God for help  

a. Strength to walk in victory  
 
Ephesians 2:1-10 (NLT)  

Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just 
like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the 
spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the 
passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, 
just like everyone else. 
4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, 
he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been 
saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 
because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the 
incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with 
Christ Jesus. 
8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from 
God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we 
are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned 
for us long ago. 
  


