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Scary Jesus (Matthew 10:32-42) 
 
Appeal for money story… (Kate’s first words…) 
 
End of chapter 9 (compassion; harassed and helpless) (prayer and sent) 
 
Last week Jesus was teaching us about (1) living intentionally, (2) looking for open doors, and (3) the fact that 
mission draws opposition (persecution and rejection)  

• Don’t be afraid 3x (because it can be scary… get’s scarier in today’s text)  
 
Verses 34-36 

• Did not come to bring peace = in the sense of conflict of kingdoms  
o The message of Jesus causes conflict as people are polarized in their response to it 

! So, in this way the message and work of Jesus can be like a sword (= like truth—it divides) 
o It can even divide families (a daughter against her mother… etc) 

! (1st century context not individualism but family loyalty)  
 

• The exhortation that Jesus gives here is that loyalty to Him takes precedence (verse 37) 
o Jesus is not asking us to be unloving toward, or to reject our families 
o Rather He is helping us to know what to think and do in the hard, hard case where the call of 

Jesus and family loyalty are in conflict (ISLAM STORY) 
 

o There are times where the sword is much more than figurative (last week’s text and persecution) 
 
I want us to think for a moment about our Christian brothers and sisters around the world for whom this is real 

• Since the birth of the Church more than 70 million Christians have been killed for their faith in Jesus 
• More Christians are currently persecuted for their faith than any other time in history (200 million now) 

o More Christians martyred in the last 100 years than in the preceding 1,900 years combined 
o It is estimated that this year 170,000+ Christians will die for their faith this year 
o Every 182 seconds (3 minutes) a Christian is martyred for his or her faith in Jesus  

• This gets more real for us as a church as we wade into hard places (our vision) 
 

• Scripture tells us we ought to be mindful of this reality always:  Hebrews 13:3, NLT 
• In a couple weeks is when the church worldwide is encouraged to remember our persecuted bros/sis’ 

o This is called the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP slide) 
! We are going to recognize this today in light of our text and take a few minutes to pray 
! Places you hear about in the news er’yday are some of where this happens (Top 10 slide) 

o How do we pray? 
! Here is a short video that will help us think about praying (Video) 
! Verses 32-33 (Cf. Jesus is Lord) 

o Hebrews 13:3, NLT 
 
Break into small groups and pray—We can use Chapter 10 as a prayer guide 

• Vv. 16-17, 19-20, 26, 28a, 29-31, 32-33 
• Pray… 

 
What about us? 

• Our experience is different, but the text speaks to us still 
• Cf. Fear of rejection from last week. (Fear of man and loving the approval of man) 

 
Verse 32 
 To acknowledge means: affirm, agree, and identify with 

• Public identification begins with baptism 
• Continues with life in the Spirit (walking in the Spirit—how we live) 
• How might we fail or succeed in doing this by our actions? (in an election year?) 
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• Glorious thought: Jesus will one day publicly identify Himself with us!!!! 

o Strange: That we would ever be ashamed of Jesus… aren’t we the ones to be ashamed of? 
 
Verse 37 

• The idea here is loving supremely  
• The first and greatest commandment (Matthew 22:36-38, NLT) 
• When my mom used to tell me this (that gave me a context to understand this when I got older; it 

created a reverence in me for this truth… because my mom loved me so furiously, so it never felt like this 
was a negative or I was getting less. It felt like rightly putting God in His rightful place) 

 
Verses 38-39 

• We think the way to happiness is to get whatever we want (but denial of self—cross—is actually) 
o What does it mean to pick up the cross? (not what you think) (death to self) 
o And to follow Jesus we must deny self (He is Lord, not we are Lord) (obedience) 

• We think that we find the good life in the pursuit of worldly pleasure and accumulation—but Jesus says 
that is a lie (we can lose ourselves if that is where we look for ultimate meaning)  

o What does it mean to lose our lives for His sake? 
! Pick up our cross and lose our life go together (connect with supreme love an Lord) 
! To be lost in His love and purposes  

• For those to be so exalted that we live a different life  
 

o We think that the worst thing that can happen is suffering… 
! Suffering is not the worst thing that can happen to the child of God—disobedience is 

 
Thankfully, suffering and persecution and rejection are not the whole story… 
 
Mission will not only be opposed but received as well! 

• Verse 40  
o Notice how mission works: Jesus was sent by the Father and then Jesus sends us (Cf. John 20:21) 

! The mission is not our own 
! We go as stewards (own nothing) and ambassadors (represent another) 
! The goal is not for us to be accepted, but for God to be worshipped 

• Verse 41  
o Prophet = speaking the word of God 
o Righteous = doing the will of God  
o When someone receives (welcomes) that we are representing Jesus in word and deed, they are 

blessed in the way we are blessed  
! Brought into God’s blessing 
! God honors (rewards) their welcoming (Cf. verse 42) (God is working in those people) 

 
o This is what discipleship is: We having been blessed by God share his Word and Work and Will with 

others to bring them continuously more and more into the blessings of God 
 

o Extending God’s righteous rule and gracious blessing (Father "Jesus "Us "Others) 
! How are you—how can you be—doing this in your life now? 

 
Ending prayers: 

• 1. Send workers into your Harvest 
• 2. Open our eyes to see the open doors (heart for the lost) 
• 3. Give us sacrificial obedience to the call 
• 4. Cause our lives to bear fruit for your glory 
• 5. Save and bless many 

 


