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What Sent-ness Looks Like (Matthew 10:5-31) 
 
This is a tough text to teach… feels a bit removed from most of our experiences 

• Some of it was indeed unique and specific to the moment 
• Some of it is general and applicable, but still rare in our context 
• Nonetheless, there are principles throughout the text from which we can glean  
• We’ll take a bit of a broad stoke  

 
Verses 5-6 (specific) 

• Would be expanded later (Cf. Jesus’ mode of operation) 
• The story of Israel as a light to the nations 

 
Verse 7-8 (general) 

• Proclamation and demonstration; word and deed (both are needed) 
• The deeds were demonstrations of the proclamation (signs of the kingdom’s power) 
• Can feel a bit removed (our deeds may look different) 

o But I have healed, driven out many demons (no resurrections—others have) 
o But there are other valid signs: mercy; service; generosity (show the kingdom and king) 

 
Verses 9-10 (specific, but applicable) 

• Jesus is simply teaching them the principle of divine provision (using the common theme of wages) 
• This would be hard—going on a trip with no money, luggage, change of clothes 
• The thought here is that God would supply all of their need and they are not to rely on their own 

resources and ingenuity 
• God would sustain them (we all have moments in life where this need becomes real) 

o When we are stripped of everything else and we have to rely on God (Jesus = the bread of life) 
  
Now, Jesus is going to call them to some intentionality here—looking for open doors 
 
Verse 11-15 (some specific, some gernal) 

• … search there for some worthy person… (v. 11) 
o The idea is they were to look for someone who was receptive to what they were doing and 

proclaiming (an open door) 
! Where there were closed doors they could move on and let God handle that 

o But, God was at work in opening doors  
o The mission is God’s mission (His harvest) 

 
It’s clear now that as the disciples are transitioning from watching to working, that life is different 

• Because of their sent-ness, they are thinking differently about stuff and intentionality  
 
In the same way, Jesus sends us (we are sent people) (here and now and to the ends of the earth) 

• We often fail to realize our sent-ness  
• We have been called—general and specific callings  

 
I find it profound that Jesus told them not to worry about preparations and provisions 

• Certainly there are instances in which we need to make preparations and have the provisions 
• But, isn’t it good for us to hear that maybe there are times where we don’t  

o Where we can obey Jesus, live in the moment and trust Jesus for what we need 
o Sometimes we get paralyzed in what we think we don’t have or ways we are not ready  

• Isn’t at least part of the reason we are hesitant to live life on mission is because we see ourselves so busy 
with the “mission” of life itself? (our own missions) 
 

• What if God calls you to sacrifice or give up or do without to serve Him? 
 

I wonder how our commitment to our own stuff and plans affects our ability to spot open doors? 
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Jesus asked them to intentionally look for open doors 
• Without that intentionality, I wonder what would have happened? (Why we don’t experience more?) 
• Part of life is discovering what God is up to by intentionally looking for open doors 

o But, we often live without much intentionality about the mission of God (much about our own) 
• But what Scripture tells us is that God is intentional! (Cf. Luke 19:10) 

o And God’s Spirit is at work all around us (all the time) (they were doing the same work!) 
o What this sort of intentionality did for the guys was help them discover what the Spirit was up to 
o How do we discover this (spot the open doors) without some intentionality? 

 
Last week we saw this intentionality begin with prayer (see 9:35-38) 

• I prayer for God to send workers into the surf community (sub-culture I am passionate about) 
• Found myself praying it again… and being used! (Matt B; Pit Crew; Jeremy) (kindness; bridge; gospel) 

o After praying, I was just seeing things differently and being intentional in the moment (surprised) 
• What about you this week?  

o Prayer? Sense anything? Feel any pull? Heightened awareness? Open doors? (keep praying that) 
 
Remember when Paul mentioned this concept of open doors? (Colossians 4:2-4, NIV)  

• Intentionality (devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful… and pray for us too) 
• Paul was intentional… I want you to also notice… Paul was a imprisoned  

o Like we see in our text today, real mission draws real opposition 
o Again, Paul (1 Corinthians 16:8-9, NIV) 

 
This is another way the text helps us… 

• Besides welcoming us to trust God instead of all our endless preparations and provisions 
• Besides inviting us to live intentionally and walk through open doors 
• The text reminds us that there will be real opposition to mission (1 Peter 4:12-16, NIV) 

 
The more we look and act and feel like Jesus the more opposition (verse 18a; 22a; 24-25) 

• In the text it was: Societal; governmental; religious; familial; widespread (You will be hated by everyone) 
• Hard for us to imagine opposition on those sorts of levels… but it is real  
• We can however relate to relational rejection (creates real fear) 

o In some ways this can be worse (than governmental or societal or widespread) 
o The closer to home the more it hurts… the more we fear it 

! We can trust God when we are suffering in His service 
! Cf. Matthew 10:19-20; Psalm 24:6-7, NIV; 1 Peter 5:8-11, NIV  =  we can trust Him 

 
Jesus lovingly tells us 3 times to not be afraid (vv. 26; 28a; 31) 

• Notice the basis:  
o Verse 26 = What’s really what will be revealed in the end (vindication) 
o Verse 28 = God is scarier! (Why to we give so much weight to people?) 
o Verse 31 = You are precious to God 

! What’s what; who’s who, and what about you 
 
Part of the way we live out mission and trusting in God is by the way we live in respect to sin and righteousness  

• Innocent as doves (see verse 16)  --  Right living is both offensive and defensive 
o 1 Peter 3:14-17, NIV; 1 Peter 2:11-17, NIV; 1 Peter 2:21-23, NASB 

 
Right living really matters in mission (the worst is being rejected for believing in Jesus but not being like Jesus) 

• Imagine if that was the way the disciples experience on mission… (hypocrites) 
• Think about our own incongruence (life does not fit the message: The Kingdom of hvn has come near) 

 
Realize/Rejoice: (1) God’s love for you, (2) his kingdom has come to you, (3) how to really live in His kingdom 
 
Be honest with God: Fear; hard to give up; disappointment; opposition (It’s His mission—He cares for you) 


