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The Greatest Mission (1 Corinthians 13) 
 
As a church, we’ve been very busy with mission 

• We just finished Vacation Bible School 
• Recently returned from the Reality London Prayer Tour 
• Another group was in Honolulu for Reality HNL 
• Two different groups (Global Missions/Elders) just returned from Indonesia 
• Last week we spoke about our desire and efforts to reach the unreached 
• Tonight we have another prayer meeting for the launch of Reality London 

o Busy, busy, busy with mission, mission, mission 
o All of these things are good things and all of them have a certain sense of urgency 

 
The problem with urgent things and good things and being busy in God’s work… is that you can easily forget, miss, 
ignore and neglect the most important thing 

• That very real possibility is what I want us to think about this morning for our church (gathered/ing) 
• That is what the apostle Paul is addressing with the church in Corinth here in 1 Corinthians 13 

o They were a busy church that had a lot of stuff going on  
o And in chapters 12 and 14 Paul is helping them in their understanding of the gifts of the Spirit 
o And he pauses mid-discourse and says in effect (in chapter 13): 

! “Now, all of this ministry and busyness and work of the Holy Spirit through you to accomplish 
God’s mission is good… but don’t forget to give attention to and live into what is BEST” 

! He is bringing them back to pursuing the greatest mission 
 
Eagerly desire the greater gifts… And yet I will show you the most excellent way… (1 Cor 12:31 and 13:1, NIV) 
 
READ TEXT (1 Corinthians 13:1-8a) 
 
We have this famous description of love (agape) 

• Paul’s argument to the church in Corinth was that no matter what else they may do and how well they 
may do it, if they are not a loving church, they are not much of a church at all  
• It is possible to be functioning in the gifts but for it to be essentially just a bunch of noise (v. 1) 
• It is possible to move in the prophetic, know the scriptures, preach with clarity and have faith that sees 

amazing things accomplished and for it to mean nothing (v. 2) 
• It is possible to be very generous and help the needy and be willing to even suffer greatly for the gospel 

and for it to count for nothing (v. 3) 
o We can be doing all these great things as a church: VBS and birthing churches and global 

missions and not be a loving church 
o That is kind of the picture here  

! It is strange that this can happen in a church, but it is true 
! Why?  

• It is easier to do good things than to love bad people (we are all bad) 
• If we are busy enough we won’t miss not being loving enough (for a while) 

 
Is this happening to us? 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 
Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by 
God to love each other.   And in fact, you do love all of God’s family… even so, dear brothers and sisters, we urge 
you to love them even more. 
 
This was not so much a problem for them as it was an opportunity for growth 

• How we might we assess this: 
• Do I feel loved? 
• Am I trying to love others? 
• What is the outsider’s experience? 
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Do I feel loved? 
• The most tenuous or dubious of the 3 questions 
• Because of our tendency to assess everything by how we feel 
• And to be overly concerned with ourselves 

o But we should experience God’s love at church   
o After all, we are gathered to, for and around Jesus  

! Substitute His name for “love” 
o There are 2 ways we should encounter this loving Jesus in our gatherings 

! Intangible experience (atmosphere; preaching; worship… Holy Spirit) 
! Tangible expression (through God’s people) 

• If you are not feeling loved through God’s people, there are 3 things you can do 
o 1. Talk to God about it (press into Jesus—find it all in Him) 
o 2. Complain about it (wait around for it) 
o 3. Begin to love in the way you wish you were being loved  (cf. Do unto others…) 

 
Am I seeking to love others? 

• This is a better question  
• The approach on the kingdom is not trying to be loved, but working to love others 

o Philippians 2:1-5, NIV 
• How would the experience of our gathering change if we all had this active understanding? 

o Colossians 3:12-14, NLT   
! Shouldn’t we?   (1 John 4:7-12, NLT)   

o Substitute your name for “love” 
• It’s natural for us to sort of individualize this… but the sense here is communal (GATHERINGS) 

o It’s not the only time, but it’s the one time we are all together 
o And it is the one time that outsiders come to check it out  

! They come looking for God’s love (intangible = God; tangible = us) 
 

What is the outsider’s experience? 
o Here is why this is important 

! God’s love is an inviting and welcoming love 
! Romans 5:5b-10, NLT 

• Utterly helpless, sinners, God’s enemies, " made friends, reconciled and saved from 
condemnation 

• God’s love welcomes us before we are deserving (belonging before believing) 
 

o People come to church looking for this: Can I belong here? Will I be accepted?  
 

! People will experience God’s inviting and welcoming love THROUGH US 
• Heading into the Fall (= visitors; people checking out our church) 

o  90% check out/choose a church because of the preaching/preacher1 
! But only 38% are willing to stay for that reason 

o The majority of people STAY because of “the friendliness of the members” 
o 82% said they stayed because they were greeted by a congregant 
o They may come for the preaching but they stay for the people 

! The way we welcome people becomes really important  (Matthew 5:46-47, NLT)  
 

o What we need to realize, the real issue is not “nice people” (can find that anywhere) 
! It is that somehow, through that niceness, they experienced the love of God in Christ 
! Romans 12:9-10, NIV says, “Love must be sincere” & “be devoted to one another in love” 
! This is not a call to fake it… 

• This is a call to the greatest mission (loving like we have been loved)(1 John 4:9-10, NLT)   
 
The only way to make that real & vibrant is to press into the love of God in Christ (pursue God)  
                                                
1 http://www.churchmarketingsucks.com/2015/10/by-the-numbers-guests-attendance-and-the-back-door/ 
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Zephaniah 3:17 
14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem!  
15 The LORD has removed your punishment; He has turned back your enemy. The King of Israel, Yahweh, is among 
you; you need no longer fear harm. 
16 On that day the announcement to Jerusalem will be, “Cheer up, Zion! Don’t be afraid!  
17 For the LORD your God is living among you. He is a victorious warrior. He will take delight in you with gladness. He 
will renew you in his love. He will exult over you with loud singing.”  


