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The Furious Storm (Matthew 8:23-27) 
 
Following Jesus isn’t safe 

• Did you think that it would be? Who told you that? 
• This text, tells us that following Jesus isn’t safe 
• The disciples “followed” Jesus right into a furious storm (vv. 23-24a) 

 
How surprising and how unfair 

• Surprising because earlier in the chapter the disciples watched in amazement as Jesus healed a leper, a 
paralyzed slave, (even) a feverish mother-in-law  

o How could a person be safer than when following Him? 
• Unfair because in the verses just before we saw how some were not wiling to follow Him because they were 

too concerned with lesser things (homeless; family; inheritance)  
o But the disciples were willing to follow Him—when others were not 
o Surely there would be some reward for their willingness—their commitment—their following—their 

faith 
 
And there was—Jesus gave them a furious storm 

• There are storms in life—and there are storms in life 
o Some are just storms—and some are God storms 

• Storms were/are normal occurrence on the Sea of Galilee (700’ below sea level/Mt Hermon 9,200’) 
o These men spent their lives on that lake—they had been in many storms 

! They knew the signs; they knew what to do (to keep the waves from sweeping over the boat) 
! Had there been no signs? Had they exhausted all they knew to do? 

• Clearly they were caught unaware and had come to the end of their ability 
• For they say: “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” (This was no ordinary storm) 

 
Jesus has a funny way of looking at storms 

• First of all, He always seems to get the disciples in the boat, just in time for one (Matt 8 and 14) 
• In this one, He’s sleeping in the boat, while it was under water because the waves swept over it  
• In the next one, He’s walking on the water in the midst of the waves 

o Clearly, He sees them differently than we do (He seems to be in complete control of them) 
! (Sleeping in storm = miracle) 

o We are like the disciples—we see them as something to be afraid of 
• In both storms Jesus wants them to look at their fear (v. 26a = why are you afraid) (Mt14:27 = don’t be afraid) 

o What a silly question—what a silly thing to say! 
o Why are we afraid? Because this storm we are in is furious and more powerful than we can handle 

 
This is when life leaves us feeling: Confused; lost; overwhelmed; sinking… afraid  

• We have all felt this way (all of humanity) 
• But, I think as followers of Jesus, we often wonder in the midst of storms: Doesn’t God care? 

o Teacher, don’t you care if we drown? (Mark 4:38) 
• I don’t think the question for us is: Can God do something—but is God willing to…? 

o The disciples clearly sensed Jesus was able to do something…—They just wondered if He cared 
! He seemed to (healings)  

• If God does care, then why this storm? (surprising and unfair—furious and unrelenting) (maybe you?) 
 
Allow me to say something hard: (In answering “If God does care, then why this storm?”) 

• What if, the storm is the very proof of God’s love & care for you? 
• Remember, I said Jesus had a funny way of looking at storms: He slept in the them and walked on them 

o As if He were in complete control -- What if He is?  
• And what if, within the bounds of His complete control (sovereignty), He does things because of His perfect 

love, for our good… things that do not make sense to us and that we could never understand 
o What if Jesus led us into storms not to sink our ships, but to settle our souls? 
o What if Jesus had led them into something good? (good for them) (= don’t be afraid) 
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1 Peter 5:6-11, ESV 

• This is Peter writing… he was in the boat that day… he asked that question: Don’t you care? 
• He, through experience, he developed a Storm Theology  

o And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. (Verse 10) 
 

o What if God, in His great love for you, wants to do something really good in your life? 
! And that good (restoring, confirming, strengthening, and establishing you) is accomplished 

through furious (surprising, unfair, unrelenting) storms? 
! Storms that He is in complete control of—is more powerful than—and is present with you in? 

• But, storms nonetheless 
 

o If we knew that Jesus was in complete control of—more powerful than—and present with us… 
! Would it change the way we saw storms? 
! Would it change the question from “don’t you care?” To “what (good) are you doing?” 

• Notice that Jesus deals with the disciples before He deals with the storm  
o (Shows what He cares about and what is most important here) (most hard) 

• See verses 25-27 
 
The disciples would see storms differently; because having gone through one, they now saw Jesus differently 

• This experience was connecting some dots for them 
• Matthew is revealing Jesus as the Messiah King; the Son of God; God incarnate 

o Understood in what He said and did (Things only God could do) 
• Water (the ocean) in ancient culture = symbol of unstoppable power and destruction (only God stronger) 

o Throughout Scripture, we see God exercising His dominion over water for the good of His people  
 

Red Sea; Jordan River; Psalm 93:3-4, NLT; Psalm 107:28-30, NASB; Psalm 65:5-8, NLT; Psalm 89:8-11, NLT; Revelation 
21:1, NASB 
 
These dots were being connected for the disciples when Jesus did, what only God could do 

• God is with us 
o In our little boat 
o In our big storms 
o When we seem to be sinking 

• God is with us 
o Isaiah 41:10, NASB 

• And God is good 
o He does love you and He does care 
o The cross is the proof of His love 
o (Jesus the King by Tim Keller, pp. 61-62) 

 
What storm are you facing today? 

• Where is Jesus? What might He be up to in your storm? 
 
Maybe you, like me, have been mad at God for the storm He let you experience… 

• That’s okay, He knows… 
• Maybe, if you are mad at Him, it is because you believe He can still your storm but perhaps did not 

o He didn’t mine… I was mad 
o Maybe I had to realize that if He is great enough to still any storm—He is great enough to have some 

purposes I do not understand  
• Sometimes, I just have to trust and marvel and really think, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the 

waves obey Him!” 
 
Following Jesus isn’t safe, but it is good.  --  He is Good. He’s the King. 


