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The Cost of Following Jesus  
Matthew 8:18-22  

 
18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around Him, He gave orders to depart to the other side of the sea. 19 Then 
a scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 20 Jesus *said to him, “The 
foxes have holes and the birds of the [a]air have [b]nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head.”21 Another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus 
*said to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.” 
 
Pray 
 
Intro 
 
Context:   

• At this point, the ministry of Jesus has spread across Israel, Palestine & into Syria 
& modern day Lebanon… 

• The end of Mathew 4 would tell us that multitudes were coming from all over to be 
healed & encounter this man Jesus  

 
Matthew 4:23-25  

23 Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and announcing the 
Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness. 24 News about him 
spread as far as Syria, and people soon began bringing to him all who were sick. And whatever their 
sickness or disease, or if they were demon possessed or epileptic or paralyzed—he healed them 
all.25 Large crowds followed him wherever he went—people from Galilee, the Ten Towns,[h] Jerusalem, 
from all over Judea, and from east of the Jordan River. 
 
Matthew 5-7 (SOTM)  

• We just finished studying Jesus longest recorded sermon (SOTM)  
 
Studied this last week  

• How God healed 
o  The Leper, Centurions slave, Peter’s mother-in-law, demon possessed 

 
Jesus Earthly ministry has been incredible  

• God incarnate (God in the flesh) has come and the kingdom of God is being 
displayed here on earth…. 

 
Our text this morning takes place in: Capernaum  



	 2	
• City on the Northern edge of the sea of Galilee 

• Crowds had come… 
• We see other places that it got so crowded that Jesus actually went out on a boat 

a short way off shore just to have some room to preach and teach. (Matthew 4:1, 
Luke 5:3)  

o As you can see, this was a big deal  
o No one had ever or has ever come in away like he has… 

 
There are not only the crowds (strangers) or the temporary people around him… 

• But there are as we see in our text this morning… 
• 2 specific parties’ names  

o 1. Scribes  
o 2. Disciples 

 
1. Scribes:  

 
Who they were =   

• The scribes were authorities in Jewish law,  
• And were closely associated with the Pharisees.  
• They were highly educated and were the scholarly class of Jewish society.  
• They were fiercely loyal to the system of religious traditions  

 
2. Disciples 

 
We see the first calling of the Disciples in Matthew 4, in the city of Capernaum  

• Not far from where we pick up 4 chapters later  
• Let’s look at that… 

 
Matthew 4:18-22 

18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He *said to 
them, “[h]Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed 
Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, [i]James the son of Zebedee, and [j]John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they 
left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 
 
To remind us what a disciple us:  

• A disciple is a learner  
• A disciple has a teacher or in this case a “rabbi” in which…. 

o They study under and learn but not only learn but imitate… 
 
Their Questions:  
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The Scribe Asks… 
“Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.”  
 
Jesus resposnse…. 
“The foxes have holes and the birds of the [a]air have [b]nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head. 
 
Important to Note:  

• Typically the scribes were teachers, not followers of teachers, and they were	
especially reluctant to follow a teacher such as Christ, who not only was not 
educated in a rabbinic school but actually denounced the traditions they held sacred.  

 
Meaning:  

• This scribe was running after the fame of this teacher  
• But Jesus knew his question wasn’t asked with the right motivation or prioirties… 

 
Jesus meaning in response:  

• Tells of what he thinks of himself…(Humble, meek, etc.)  
• And the realities of circumstances of following him  

o In Jesus’ answer to the scribe He tested the man’s sincerity, for the disciple 
must give up earthly securities to know the greater inner security in the 
purpose of God.1 

 
The Disciple asks…  
What seems to be an understandable question… 
 ‘“Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”  
 
But then Jesus would give at simple reading, an unexpected and even harsh and 
inconsiderate answer... 

• “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.” 
• What is he saying!?  
• He can’t be saying that we are not aloud to bury our parents!?  

o Be relieved that’s not what he’s saying…. 
 

Here’s what we need to know. The Context here. And the cultural significance. 
 
What we can gather from commentaries and historians is that… 

• His father was not dead yet or some say even close to death…. 

                                                
1 Augsburger, Myron (2004-02-10). Matthew: Matthew (The Preacher's Commentary Book 24) (p. 107). Thomas Nelson. Kindle 
Edition. 
	



	 4	
• This disciple was simply saying he wanted to return home and wait until his father 

died.  
o Then he would return and follow Jesus.  

 
It was customary (culturally)  

• That the estate and assets were split up after your father died.  
o This could be a painstakingly long process… 

 
The request, “Let me first go and bury my father” meant that he wished to remain with his 
parents until fulfilling their occupational expectations. This might have taken several years, 
and Jesus’ mission was now! Jesus’ call has priority. Jesus called disciples and asked them 
to put Him and His will above all else.2 
 
Here’s why this is significant…. 

• God had called these men out of their old life and into a new relationship with him.  
• They were standing, eating and living with GOD!!!  
• HE had picked them and called them to himself  

o He was pouring into, discipling and instructing them… 
• Any of us, that understand this would die to be able to have this privilege  

o TO truly and actually, literally “BE WITH JESUS”  
 
What this disciple was asking and saying by posing this questions was… 

• I don’t truly value you above else, there’s earthly treasure(s) and stuff that is more 
important than what is being done here… 

o His request demonstrated he felt discipleship was something he could pick 
up or lay down at will.  

 
What this is: a call to Follow Jesus   
 

Here’s what we can get from this text: 
 

1. Our Obedience as Disciples will be put to the test  
 
Our Sincerity and genuineness of our walks will be consistently tested & tried 

• Our allegiance and obedience will be put to the test  
 
The devil, this world and our flesh do not want us following Jesus  

• Trials, persecution, spiritual attacks, etc.  
 
                                                
2 Augsburger, Myron (2004-02-10). Matthew: Matthew (The Preacher's Commentary Book 24) (pp. 107-108). Thomas Nelson. 
Kindle Edition. 
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(As Christians) To be born again:  

• We chose him once in a significant way for salvation  
• It’s a choice. A decision. A conscious act of surrender and obedience.  

o We confess & believe 
 
But when it comes to discipleship and obedience we daily, choose.  

• There is a battle going on for our obedience to God  
 
One Example… 
Galatians 5:16-17 (NLT) “Flesh and spirit”  

16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature 
craves. 17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the 
Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are 
constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.  
 
Scripture (Old & New testament)  

• As Dramatic as …Shadrach Meshach & Abednego with King Nebachazzer (Daniel 
3)  

• As simple as …Peter admitting he knew Jesus (All 4 Gospels)   
• To as deadly as …the book of acts with persecution and martyrdom with the early 

church, i.e. Stephen (Acts 7)  
 
For us: (Examples)  

• If we share our faith or not  
• Whether we sin or not  
• How we spend our money  
• Whether we obey God or not (His word & his leading)  

 
2. The Value we put on our discipleship with Jesus will be questioned   

 
Our Priorities and what is most important to us will come into play  

• The question of “do we value Christ over ________ will too often be questioned.  
 
What is our view of Christ?  

• Is he/our relationship and our obedience to him more important to you than… 
• In this case, Comfort, security, family, etc.  

o Money, estate, etc.  
 
We will make time and make sacrifices for what is important to us.  

• We will gladly give up things that are of lesser value in order to gain or receive 
something of greater value  

 
Our text in Matthew is questioning…what Value we put on Christ 
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3. There is a cost to following Jesus     
 
Following Jesus costs us.  

• It requires us to lay down, let go and give up things in this world.  
• Sometimes/most times it’s not comfortable and does not make sense.  

 
Matthew 16:24 (NLT)  

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your 
own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NLT)  

…Christ’s love controls us.[c] Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all 
died to our old life.[d] 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for 
themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NLT)  

20 My old self has been crucified with Christ.[a] It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live 
in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 
Matthew 10:38-39 (NLT)   

38 If you refuse to take up your cross and follow me, you are not worthy of being mine. 39 If you cling 
to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for me, you will find it. 
 
Christs sacrifice  
 
What we need to remember is who it is we are obeying and following… 

• Remember His sacrifice on the cross he made on our behalf… 
 

In light of that…is what we have to give up really a sacrifice!!?? 
 
Paul saw the value of Knowing Christ and not counting anything as important  
Philippians 3:5-8 (NLT)   

5 I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member 
of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a member of the Pharisees, who 
demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. 6 I was so zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. 
And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault.7 I once thought these things were valuable, but 
now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when 
compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything 
else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ  

 
It wasn’t that Paul didn’t value those things… 
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• In light of Christ, they were of far less value 

 
Application:  
 
For those that are saved,  

• We like the disciples are being ordered by Jesus into the boat?  
• Will we follow?  

o Will we obey?  
 
Jesus is giving us a choice.  

• Are we going to follow?  
o Sure, Security. Control are over there  
o But GOD, is right here.  

§ Real Security is in Our God  
 
Next Week:  

• Will look at some examples of these that have gone before us (Church History)  
• To be encouraged & Inspired  
• The see the fruit born from obedience to Jesus despite the costs  

 
Today: Allow God’s Spirit & his word to convict and lead us back to our God 

Choose Christ over the passing pleasures of this world 
 
The Hall of Faith (Moses)  
Hebrews 11:24-26 (NLT)  

24 It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 25 He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. 26 He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking ahead to his great reward.  
 
 


