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Forgiving Others (Part 2) 
 
We are exploring the concept of forgiving others 

• From: “Forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 6:12) 
• Last week: I won’t recap… go watch or listen (excellent and very helpful!) 

o This is part 2… all the best stuff was said last week 
• Bears repeating: Forgiving those who have hurt or wronged or failed us is hard (Luke 17:3-5, NASB) 
• I will confess: My friends/family say I am a grudge holder… and in my heart I struggle to forgive others 

o I have done a lot of soul searching the last 2 weeks 
o Most of offences against me are minor (many of you have experienced much bigger ones) 
o Especially compared to what I have been forgiven of (more amazed) 

 
Jesus tells this parable parable that illustrates this very point 
 
Verse 23 = the kingdom of heaven is like (or may be compared to)…  

• The Kingdom reflects the King (represented in verse 27) 
o = Forgiveness is right because it is being like God 
o = The opposite is being like the devil 

! You can almost feel the sense of evil in the actions of the forgiven slave 
• The differing size of debts 
• The blindness to the parallel (same words used in verses 26 and 29) 
• The perverted sense of justice (verse 30) 

o Wouldn’t even work practically (didn’t even make sense) 
• The lack of thankful, joyous, transformative response (lifestyle) 

o Verses 32-33  
 
 

• Refusing to forgive others is refusing to obey and be like Jesus (or, do the right thing) 
• There is not even a question of “what is the right thing to do?” (Ephesians 4:30-5:2, NASB) 

o Disobedience always has consequences 
! Withering 
! Psalm 32:3-4, NASB 

o Obedience always comes with blessings  
! Flourishing  
! Isaiah 48:17-18, NLT 

 
In obedience, we flourish (kingdom) and in disobedience we wither 

• Especially in refusing to forgive—there is a sort of torture that happens in our lives (cf. Mt 18:34) 
 
= The Kingdom is about a the old passing away and a new present and future (2 Corinthians 5:17, NASB) 

• = Your past is part of you, but it does not define you 
o But it can torture you through refusal to forgive others    

• You may not be able to fix the past, but Jesus wants to bring healing to our present and future  
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So, why do we live as wicked servants? (why do I? personal…) 
 
Why is forgiving others so hard? 

• An inflated view of self 
• An inaccurate view of others 
• A deflated view of Jesus 

 
• An inflated view of self 

o I deserve nothing (careful here… remember true victims) 
o God is always the most offended party 
o I am worse than they think and I also sin against others 

• An inaccurate view of others 
o I care too much about what they think 
o I give them and their actions too much power over me 

• A deflated view of Jesus 
o I do not rest in His love enough 
o I do not value His forgiveness of me (and the other) enough 
o I do not trust Him to judge righteously  
o I do not believe that He blesses obedience (enough) 
o I view obedience as optional 

 
But, obedience is not optional 

• We confuse being saved by grace with being saved from God’s standards  
• But, the sermon on the mount has been teaching us what it looks like to live in God’s kingdom 
• It has served as a corrective, because (if we do think about God’s standards), we think them too low  

o This was Peter’s mistake in Matthew 18:21-22… 
 
 
God is showing us the way to freedom from torture and prison… 
 
 
Forgiveness is healing 

• Releasing that burden of wrong (that we are holding) to Jesus 
o We were not meant to carry that 

• Releasing that pain to Jesus (Matthew 11:28-29, NASB) 
 
We need help 

• Hebrews 4:15-16, NLT  
• Psalm 139:23-24, NASB  


