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The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 
Prayer is hard… often because we do not know what to pray or even how to approach God… does it work? 
 
Jesus’ main point:  

• God’s blessing has come to the undeserving  
• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (5:3) 
• This is salvation by grace 

 
Jesus’ subsequent point: 

• The undeserving who have been bought into the kingdom by grace are to represent God on Earth  
• You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world… Let your light shine before men in such a 

way that they may see your good works and glorify your father who is in heaven (5:13-16) 
• This is our calling 

 
Jesus’ point of application: 

• So live righteously as members of the kingdom who represent the Holy God 
• Therefore you are to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect (5:48) 
• This is God’s standard; the model for how we live, not how we are saved 

o The whole rest of the sermon is about what it looks like to live righteously for God 
o It, by design, is always pushing us back to the main point  

 
Summary: 

• 1. We are saved by grace 
• 2. Now we are salt and light 
• 3. So we are called to live righteously 

 
Or said differently: 

• 1. We are brought into God’s kingdom by grace 
• 2. We are called to represent God’s Kingdom and Kingship on Earth 
• 3. We are called to live according to God’s righteous, Kingdom standards 

o Point 3 always serves to push us back to the main point 
o We are not brought into the Kingdom by our righteousness, but we should live righteously now 

that we are in the Kingdom 
! This is important to remember when we see for example verse 12 (must see in context) 

 
Jesus’ warnings about righteous living: 

• Some people make a show of righteousness; they have misunderstood obedience to God 
• Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no 

reward with your Father who is in heaven (6:1) 
• This is not how we should behave 

 
Jesus’ warning about prayer: 

• Some people see God as needing to be manipulated; they have misunderstood God 
• And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition like the Gentiles do, for they suppose that 

they will be heard for their many words (6:8) 
• This is not how we should relate to God 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer is Jesus’ correction of wrong prayer 

• Therefore do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. Pray then in this 
way… (6:8-9a) 
• = what we ought to think about when we pray (in light of grace and calling to live righteously)  
• Frame: your Father knows what you need before you ask Him 
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Guidance in approach (how to ensure that our prayers are effective in content) 
• Not meant to be the only words we pray (do not see that in the NT; do see in history) 

o It is how we pray in general, not exactly what words we pray 
o It is a model for prayer, not a mantra that we say 
o It is meant to be a pattern for prayer, not necessarily a verbatim practiced prayer (though okay) 

• Remember, it is a part of Jesus’ whole sermon… (set in a context) 
 
Five movements that echo the three themes of Jesus’ sermon so far 

o We are brought into God’s kingdom by grace (saved by grace) 
o We are called to represent God’s Kingdom and Kingship on Earth (salt and light) 
o We are called to live according to God’s righteous, Kingdom standards (being like God)  

 
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. (6:9) 
 

1. Think about God  
• As Father 
• As Holy 
• As Near 

o Theme: Saved by grace 
 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (6:10) 
 

2. Think about God’s Kingdom and God’s Will  
• As opposed to our own 

o Theme: Salt and light 
 
Give us this day our daily bread. (6:11) 
 

3. Think about God’s Provision  
• As inviting our dependence  

o Theme: Saved by grace 
 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. (6:12 and 14-15) 
 

4. Think about God’s Forgiveness  
• As being needed in light of our debt 
• As the basis on which we forgive others 

o Theme: Called to live righteously (be like God) 
o It is the standard… we are saved by grace 

 
And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. (6:13) 
 

5. Think about God’s Protection and Preeminence  
• As being the source of our wellbeing    

o Theme: Saved by grace 
 
How different is this from your prayers and what you usually think about? Which part is most familiar? 
Where are you? 

• Not relating to God rightly 
• Seeking your own will 
• Not depending on God 
• Not seeking forgiveness or not extending forgiveness 
• Needing to be delivered from evil 


