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The Sermon and Summons of the King  (Matthew 4:12-25) 
 
Verse 12 

• Why John the Baptist was imprisoned (Cf. Matthew 14:3-4) 
• Attempting to hold the highest power in the land to biblical & moral standards and accountability  

 
Verse 13 

• Why Jesus left Nazareth (Rejected; Cf. Luke 4:16-30) 
• Why Capernaum (strategic area) 
• Had already been ministering around Galilee (Cf. Luke 4:14-15)  

 
Verses 14-16 (walk through details of text) 

• Another fulfillment of prophecy 
• Jesus fulfilled over 300 prophecies in His life and ministry (Matthew has shown us several already) 

o These connect the dots (especially for Israel) 
o See Isaiah 9:1-7 

! “The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this” 
• God doing what Israel/we could not do 

o Our darkness and the inability to save ourselves  
o Jesus is the light confronting the darkness (John 12:46, NASB) 
o Jesus has delivered us from the darkness (Colossians 1:13-14, NASB) 

 
• Cf. The Temptation text (I.e. Jesus doing what we could not do) 
• That theme (Jesus as hero/main point) continues here 

 
• Where have we been in this story? 

o (1) In the waters of the Jordan with the sinners 
o (2) Sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death  
o (3) Hearing the sermon and the summons of the King 

 
Verse 17 

• The sermon of the King 
• Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand  

o Same message as John the Baptist (3:2) 
o Same message as today 

• Repentance is mandatory if fellowship with God is to be enjoyed 
o A change in direction and trajectory (bear fruit in keeping with repentance…) 
o Christ’s sermon is an invitation to new life in the Kingdom 

 
Verses 18-22 

• The summons of the King 
• Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men 
• This is where we once again see ourselves in Matthew’s narrative (hearing the invitation) 

o But we are not the main point (Jesus is) 
o Jesus comes for sinners and offers us new life in following Him 

 
Jesus called these men (whom we will get to know a bit) to follow Him 

• In following King Jesus, their lives would take on new meaning and purpose (experience) 
 
I think when we read this, the part that hits us the hardest is: “They left everything…” 

• But that is not the thrust of the text  
• The thrust (biggest component; most important part; what we should hear loudest) is: “Follow Me” 
• The gracious invitation to go with the King (calling sinners to be with Him) 

o Get this: What we gain in following Jesus will be far greater than anything we forsake 
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See/hear what Matthew wants us to see/hear here -- what have we been told about Jesus so far? 
• Descendant and heir to Abraham and David and covenants of blessing and rule 
• Promised King and Son of God (Divine nature) 
• Fulfillment of all the ancient promises/prophecies given to Israel about rescue and restoration  
• The One about whom the greatest prophet ever said, “I am not worthy to untie His shoes” 
• He is the One who was victorious over the devil and all his ways and temptations 

 
So, why are we at all surprised that these men would leave everything and follow Him? 

• Given what we know and what they knew… of course they left everything and followed Him! 
• Given what Matthew has told us about Jesus—why wouldn’t they? 

 
The real surprise is that we don't so readily forsake certain things and follow Jesus 

• The real question is, given what Matthew has told us about Jesus—why wouldn't we? 
• (not necessarily the same for us as the Apostles) 

 
What we mean by following Jesus  

1. Experiencing God’s love, grace and forgiveness  (starts with repentance and forgiveness) 
2. Learning to see, value, and live differently              (continues with transformation and mission) 

o That would have been their experience 
! How did Jesus see? (Lepers, whores, drunks, hypocrites, sinners, money, power, religion) 
! What did Jesus value? (Money, sex, power?) 
! How did Jesus view obedience? (Optional because of grace? Practice it? Expect it?) 
! What did Jesus do? (commune with the Father; seek the lost) 

 
Why wouldn’t we? 

• Certainly it will cost us something—there is something to forsake/leave behind (sin, self, kingdom) 
• But what do we gain? Is it worth it? 

o Peter (Mark 10:29-31, NLT) 
o Paul (Philippians 3:7-8, NLT) 

! This is what Jesus was talking about when He said, “Man does not live by bread alone…” 
o Jesus (Matthew 13:44-46, NASB) 
o Psalm 34:1-8 
o Jesus is inviting them to taste and see (follow) 

! In doing this, God does not mean to disappoint (calling us to more—not less) 
! “In your presence is fullness of Joy… Your love is better than life” 
! He is calling us to something better (we tend to settle for less) (Cf. Idols; bread alone) 

 
“We are told to deny ourselves and to take up our crosses in order that we may follow Christ, and nearly every description 
of what we shall ultimately find if we do contains an appeal to desire. If there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to 
desire our own good and earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, I submit this notion crept in from Immanuel 
Kant and the stoics and has no part in the Christian faith. Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the 
staggering nature of the rewards promised in the gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but 
too weak. We are half-hearted creatures fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us; like 
an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in the slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by a holiday 
at the sea. We are far too easily pleased." C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
 
It struck us that the disciples would forsake all to follow Jesus 

• But in truth, they were gaining everything and losing nothing 
• In the immediate, they would get to participate in this: see verses 23-25 

o Again, Jesus is the hero 
! Jesus has come into the darkness and is breaking the effects of the curse 
! One day, He will do so in an absolute manner 

 
Today, He is stepping into your darkness and inviting you into His Kingdom of light  

• To perhaps forsake some things 
• To perhaps follow Him into some things 


