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1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 | Relating Well in the Church  
 
Church had to learn to relate (social boundaries… new society)    +     Not knowing how to treat leaders 

• Celebrity + consumer culture (exalt/tear down)   /   Slave culture  (use/abuse)   
• Matthew 20:25-28, NASB  

 
Verses 12-13  = Paul is talking about leaders (and how the church should view/treat them) 

• Have charge over you in the Lord 
o Charge = ruling; in the sense of overseeing the affairs of the church 
o Reality = a team of elders + other leaders  

• Defined as: those who diligently labor among you | And: Give you instruction 
o Admonish: Warning people way from bad actions to correct behavior (gospel) 

 
So, leaders in the church who work hard and teach and warn effectively are to be: 

• Appreciated (v. 12) and esteemed very highly in love (v. 13)  
o NLT = Show them great respect and wholehearted love because of their work.  (versus slaves) 

 
But, in the church there should be a general culture of appreciation, respect and love 

• Rare in our culture altogether… (church is the new society)  
• Kids, Youth, Coffee, Ushers, Parking, Prayer Team, Cleaners, Worship Team 

o In what ways do you do that? 
! Inward and outward  

• Inward: Attitude of the heart 
o They are chosen & called; trying hard; sacrificing 

• Outward: Actions toward the people 
o Words, kindness, generosity, prayer  

 
Because Jesus is the senior leader… 
 
Verse 14  
Admonish the unruly  (Cf. undisciplined) 

• The Christian life is one of discipline 
o Self-discipline 
o Bible-discipline 
o Prayer-discipline 

o Gathering-discipline 
o Generosity-discipline 
o Love-discipline  

• Admonish = to warn (because of love and lovingly) 
 
Encourage the fainthearted | Help the weak | Be patient with all men 

• Fainthearted = discouraged 
• Help = standby 

o These are the qualities of Jesus 
• This is how He is with us… and so we are with each other 
• Matthew 11:28-30, NASB  
• Colossians 3:12-16, NASB  

Verse 15  
• Scripture is full of this call 

o Proverbs 20:22; 24:29; Romans 12:17-19, NASB 
• Again, Jesus is the model (Father, forgive them… ) 

o 1 Peter 2:19-23, NASB 
 
High Call: Loving, admonishing, encouraging, helping, being patient, not reviling in return… 
 
For this we have to fix our hearts, minds and affections on Jesus 

• Let Him deal with us, and we will discover these things 
• Then we will: seek after that which is good for one another 


