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1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 | Happy Christian Hope (The Rapture) 
 
This week: Wedding plans; funerals… different for me now… they are different in another way (text formed) 
 
The issue 

• Paul had taught them about the return of the Lord for his people 
o He taught them what Jesus taught… it could occur at any time so be ready! 

• They were expectant = confused and worried when some of them started to die  
o Would Christians who had died miss the blessing of Christ’s return for them?  

 
See verse 13a  

• Sleep as a euphemism: 
• ‘slept with his fathers’ of patriarchs and kings 
• Cf. John 11:11; Mark 5:39 
• Does not teach soul sleep: That the soul is unconscious between death and resurrection 

o The reference is to the body, not the soul (absent from body; present with the Lord) 
• Does teach that death is only temporary 

o As sleep is followed by and awakening, so death is followed by a resurrection 
 
The problem of bereavement (Being deprived of a love one through death) 

• Death as an enemy 
• Great hope here… Christian faith see verses 15-16  
• The struggle is to bring our faith and our emotions together (this text helps us) 

 
Another bitter separation… 

• From Christ our Lord (longing…) 
o Romans 8:38-39, NASB 

• There is a great reuniting (x2) promised 
 

The first mention of this = John 14:1-3, NASB  
• It was always God’s intention to be with His people  

o garden, tabernacle, temple, Immanuel, Revelation 21:1-3, NASB 
 
That is the thrust of this event here 

• “and thus we shall always be with the Lord” (v. 17) 
• And… with loved ones who have died in the Lord  

 
The question is one of timing 

• 2 ways of sort of talking about that 
o Part of 2nd Coming or a separate event? 

! There are not two  2nd Comings 
! The 2nd coming is a movement of Christ to earth—this event is a movement of Christians 

to heaven see verse 17  
• Caught up; in the clouds; meet the Lord in the air 

o Pre-trib or Post-trib? 
! An open debate 

 
Here is why I think it is Pre-trib 

• The nature of the tribulation period 
o Revelation 6:16-17, NASB 

• Now look what Paul says in 1 Thess 1:9-10 and 5:9 
o Jesus took the wrath of God for the Christian  
o Romans 8:1 and 2 Corinthians 5:21 = why would we experience God’s wrath? (double wrath?) 

• Genesis 18:25, NASB 
• There is more… 
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o The Doctrine of Imminence  

 
Let’s leave when behind for now and lets concentrate on what (already got the why) 
 
Look at some of the glorious details of the text as they connect with Paul’s intent 

• The intent of the text here is that the believers would be comforted by the glorious truth of the 
resurrection, concerning their Christian loved ones who had died 

• See verse 13 
o That you may not grieve as those who have no hope  
o People in Paul’s time and in ours have no way to comfort one another because they have 

nothing solid to hope in! Hopeless… (funerals) 
 
It is right for Christians to grieve, but our grief must be in the context of the hope of resurrection  

• = in the midst of our grief we have hope 
• If Jesus wept, we can weep 

o Jesus did so knowing that he would resurrect Lazarus 
! It was not hopeless grief 

o Hope = a joyful and confident expectation in the gospel 
! What is the basis of our hope?  The Resurrection! (contingent) See verse 14 

 
The promise of our resurrection  

• Turn to 1 Corinthians 15:12-23; 50-58  
 
Same event in view in 1 Thessalonians 4  see verses 15 & 16  

• Big time drama 
o The Lord will descend  
o Shout of the archangel; trumpet of God  
o Dead in Christ rise  

• Where have the dead been? 
o To be absent from the body is to be at home with the Lord (Cf.1 Corinthians 5:8)  

• Now they receive their glorified bodies (cf. 1 Cor 15) 
o Fit for eternity 
o And we do too!  see verse 17  (1 Corinthians 15:51-53, NASB) 

 
How does this text help us? 
 
See verse 18  

• Comfort one another with these words: exhort, encourage 
• These words are meant to bring hope and comfort and so encourage us to press on and stay 

faithful in bereavement and other hard times (death not final word)  
• Encouragement = 1 Corinthians 15:58, NASB  
• Exhortation = 1 John 2:28; 3:1a & 2-3, NASB 

 
Comfort concerning the dead in Christ 
Encouragement in our work for Christ 
Purpose given to our purity before Christ 
 
What do you need today?  
 
And… the looking forward to His coming for us (The Great Reunion)  


