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1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 | Love, Self-Sacrifice and Honest Work 
 
The primary call of this text is for Christians to love one another and to be ever increasing (excelling) or growing 
in this brotherly/family sort of love 
 
Love is the greatest thing (the greatest of these is love)—Love is the hardest thing 
 
Love is the defining quality of God (God is love)—and common to all humanity 

• Because God is love, we are most like Him when we are most loving 
• The fact that love is common to humanity is part of the evidence that we are made in God’s image 

o Love is a gift from God 
•  The fact that there is such a lack of love in the world is evidence of the fall 

o Love is (at the same time) that thing which is among humanity most common and most scarce 
o Everyone recognizes that we need more love (“all we need is love”) 

! Usually mushy, undefined, soft sentimentalism  
 

But, the intention of God is that in His church love will be realized 
• Because: 

o God is love 
o We are saved by God through Christ because of love 
o We are now the beloved of God in Christ 
o We are all children of God (Family) 

• So, because: 
o We are the beloved of God, saved because we are loved by God, and worship God who is 

love—the defining mark of the Christian community (church) is to be love 
o Toward everyone—but here in the text it is toward one another (Christians) 

! Brotherly of family sort of love (cf. blood relation) (same Father = family) 
 
John 13:34-35, NIV (Jesus Speaking) 
34 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  
35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

• Love as the defining mark (v. 35) 
o Should be something very obvious, different and attractive to outsiders (witness; evidence) 

• Jesus as the definitive model (v. 34) 
! Our love for each other is not contingent upon our lovability; but rather the fact that we 

are (ourselves) loved by God 
• Jesus loves us though we were not, and are not, loveable   
• Jesus loves us because of who He is—not who we are 

o That is our model 
! We love, because we are loved (1 John 4:19) 
! 1 John 4:7-12 and 19-21, NLT  

But what does this love looks like? 
• More than a feeling (feeling probably not in view) 
• NT love = action (verse 10 = show in NLT; practice in NASB) 

o John 3:16 and gave 
o John 15:12-13, NASB  
o Cf. the way family (love of the brethren) cares for each other (Phe Phe) 

! Have you ever—do you regularly—give to Christian brothers and sisters??? 
! It may be that the only one that you really love in the church is you (evidence points to 

that)  
! Galatians 5:13-15, NASB  
! (Guy not at the beach yesterday) 

• It is time to lay in the war sands of generosity 
• It is time to wade into the waters of self-sacrifice 

o  This is where true joy and excitement in the Christian life exists (bored?) 



  Reality Carp & Ventura 

©2015 Britt Merrick | August 2, 2015 

2 
 
God is always leading us toward this kind of love 

• Because it reflects Him 
• It accomplishes His purposes 

 
So God is always teaching us to love each other see: 1 Thess 9b 

• (1) Gospel (or basis) 
• (2) Situations (or opportunities)  

o Needs; Wronged; hurt; hard to love; would not have loved otherwise 
 

• I knew I was transformed when… 
• = The beauty of the church (“I love you” to grown men) 

 
Because God is always teaching us, we should always be growing in love 

• See 3:12 and 4:10b 
• How do we grow or excel in love? 

o (1) Keeping ourselves in the love of God (Gospel) 
o (2) Looking for ways to love the brethren (Sacrifice)  

 
Am I living a Christ-Centered or Self-Centered life? 
  
The Gospel not only makes us generous, but it settles us 

• See verse 11 
o Lead a quiet life (free from cultural and selfish unsettled ambition) 
o Attend to your own business (you are loved; so are they—leave them alone) 
o Work with your hands (people that took advantage of the family love)  

! See 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 
 
Paul connects this with witness see: 1 Thess 4:12 

•  = That our daily lives may win the respect of non-Christians  
o Sex ethic and work ethic 
o The way we handle sex and money speaks volumes!!! 
o Purity and generosity  

! Because God is holy and love   
 
If we love and take care of each other like family 

• And we are honest, hard working, free from worldly ambition, not busy bodies (media—facebook) 
• And we love each other 
• = The world will notice 
• = Point them to Jesus 


