
1 Thessalonians 3 | Learning, loving, and living the Gospel

I.   Backstory  

A.Paul was clearly sent by God into Macedonia (Acts 16-17) 
B. Paul preaches the gospel to an Unengaged people group and many repent and 

believe!   
- Radical conversion from stark paganism!  

a. Thessalonica was a City under Roman influence and rule, but with 
significant privilege; a “free City”; the capitol city of the Macedonian 
province; a major Port city; a city of influence and respect socially, 
politically, economically, and religiously.  “A respectable place”. 

Sound like the Coastlands where we live? 
b. On a social and religious level – Narcissistic – exaggerated feelings of self-

importance; Hedonistic – exist for the pursuit of pleasure; Morally 
Relativistic – no absolutes therefore tolerant of any behavior ; Pluralistic - 
acceptance of the concept that two or more religions with mutually 
exclusive truth claims are equally valid; Polytheistic – there are more God’s 
than one. (Hebrew God; Gods of Rome, Greece, or Egypt) 

  
- Reception of the true gospel!  

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, 
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and 
for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  explaining and demonstrating that 
the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to 
you is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout 
Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas.” Acts 17:1-4 

* First mention of the Name of Jesus Christ!  

“You shall call His name Jesus, (God saves!) for it is He who will save His people from their sins”  
Angel to Joseph Matt 1:21 
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Peter before the Jewish leaders Acts 4:12 
“Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by 
what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— that at that time you were without 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” Ephesians 2:11-13 

The Th church had been birthed! 
. I Thes 1:9-10 turned from idols to serve the living and true God, and as a result have a 
living hope in Jesus who delivered them from God's wrath 
. I Thes 2:13 received as Gods word that effectively works in you! 
Knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. For our gospel did not come to you in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance I Thes 1:4-5 
. I Thes 1:4 Beloved of God and chosen 

“He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will” Ephesians 1:4-5 
“To God’s elect…who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” I 
Peter 1:1-2 (Personal/Precious) 

Adored, Alive, Accepted, Adopted 
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II.  Persecution  - vs. 1-7 

A. Mission team was unexpectedly forced to abandon their station which resulted in great 
distress for the team.  

Suffering is a non-negotiable axiom of the Christian life, and Paul made sure the Th church 
understood that.  Vs. 4! Not "shaken" i.e. Like a dog's wagging tail. 

a. Okay why was suffering persecution necessary?   

-  Sometimes we don't know.  Life on a battlefield. 
- Sometimes to move the gospel around  
(Acts 8:1 Stephen’s martyrdom “A great persecution against the church at Jerusalem that 
“scattered abroad” the brethren into Judea and Samaria. ; Paul from Phillipi to Thessalonica to 
Berea to Athens) 
- Sometimes to reach out to others with the gospel of grace. (2 Cor 12:9-10) My Grace is 
sufficient for you.  My power is perfected in weakness.  I will boast all the more of my weakness 
that the power of God might be demonstrated in me.  
- Always that we would grow in likeliness to Jesus. 
 “I have learned to kiss the wave that throws me against the Rock of Ages.” Spurgeon 

We get to image our precious Jesus in this way!   

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, 
the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, 
because they do not know Him who sent Me. John 15:18-21 

B. Paul was very anxious and distressed about the well-being of the church. "Orphaned" vs. 
2:17ff endeavored, more abundantly, to see your face, with great desire! Tried again and 
again. Ultimately he was willing to be left alone in Athens and sent Timothy, and later Silas 
to check things out and strengthen the church. Why Tim? Less conspicuous I guess.   Paul 
and Silas were the more prominent leaders. Tim is sent to "comfort and encourage" 
church concerning the faith of the gospel.  Vs. 2 

Why so anxious? If they are Alive, Accepted, Adored...why ya trippin' Paul?  Show of hands 

     1.  Parental concern - Fledgling work - like nursing babies and small children.  (Matt and the 
knife); Exposed and vulnerable. 
2.  Separation anxiety – Paul loved the church and missed them. Add to that: distance, lack of 
communication, threatening, and dangerous culture.  Nursery or Pre-school; (Shannon, YWAM, 
and the Peruvian Amazon) 
     3.  Hostile religious culture 
     4.  Intolerant social culture  
     5.  Enemy without - vs. 5 Paul was fearful that the Tempter had tempted the church to draw 
back from the gospel.  

So how does he tempt people to draw back from the gospel? 
He hates the Lord and His people; he takes advantage and knows our weak spots; he is vicious 
and lacks mercy; he opportune in attacking them. (Devouring Lion seeking an opportunity) (Allie 
and the Panther) 
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He has an advocate within you and I: 
"If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its 
desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” Gen 4:7 

Paul sent Timothy to comfort, establish and encourage the church, and Satan relentlessly tries to 
do the opposite: to agitate, destabilize and discourage you. 
               
a. He tempts our Desires – Idolatry is a deep seated evil. 

Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  Let no one say when he is 
tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself 
tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 
enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
brings forth death. James 1:12-15 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him.  For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but 
he who does the will of God abides forever. I John 2:15-17 

b. He tempts us with deceptions.  
God isn’t near; God can’t help; God doesn’t care. 
c. He tempts us through disappointments to make us discouraged.                

- His goal is always to breed Disaffection, Distance within the church; He wants us to 
Depart, Derail  

III. Perseverance - vs. 6-12 (Stand firm/Press forward) 

✓ Paul is overjoyed at the “good news” that the church is spiritually thriving. Timothy’s 
report?  They’re holding fast to the truth of the gospel; They’re walking in love toward 
God, us, one another, and their neighbors; They haven’t forgotten what we taught them 
and demonstrated to them regarding obeying Jesus and His commands. 

Faith, Love, and Obedience are the Scriptural paradigm and validation of spiritual renewal and 
vitality.  

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot 
also loves him who is begotten of Him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and keep His commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he 
who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? I John 5:1-5 

1. It’s apparent that you’re spiritually thriving because your faith in the gospel is fixed - vs 8 
"for we live since you "stand fast" in the Lord".  Today is a day of contending! Do you know 
what you’re fighting for? 

Alive-Accepted-Adored! 

Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints. Jude 3 
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We will walk in the comfort, stability, and encouragement of the Lord when we deepen our 
understanding and passion for Jesus in the Gospel. 

2. It’s apparent that you’re spiritually thriving because your love for God, your love for us, 
your love for each other, and your love for the lost is fervent. 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of God 
was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 
I John 4:7-11 

Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to 
life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.  Whoever 
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. By 
this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren. I John 3:13-16 

We will walk in the comfort, stability, and encouragement of the Lord as we cultivate an intimate 
and passionate love for God, His people, and the lost. 

3. It’s apparent that you’re spiritually thriving because of your obedience in following the 
example set for you - Remember as in “recall and imitate our manner of life, actions, 
attitudes, activities”. “Follow me as I follow Christ!” 

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 
Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says, “I know 
Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoever 
keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. He 
who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. I John 2:1-6 

Direction NOT Perfection 

Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. Romans 13:14 

We will walk in the comfort, stability, and encouragement of the Lord when we seek to lovingly, 
carefully, and consistently obey Jesus. 

✓ Paul is incredibly relieved and stoked that the church is spiritually thriving!   
- He's put at rest, and can breathe again "Now we live!" vs. 8 
- He’s filled with wonderful sense of joy and thanksgiving vs. 9 
- He’s motivated to cry out all the more for an opportunity to see them again - God's 
goodness invites us to ask for more even in the face of suffering. Vs 10-11 
- He’s motivated by God's goodness to pray for even more growth in love.  Vs. 12 
“Increase and abound!” in loving God, and others. 

Living things grow, and growing things expand 

IV.  Perspective - vs. 13  
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Paul prays that the Lord Jesus would establish their hearts blameless in holiness at His coming.  
What we are to attain by grace in this life i.e. conformity to Christ will be the final reality when He 
returns.  There is a connection between our POSITIONAL reality and our PRACTICAL reality. 

If we are going to live in the spiritual comfort, stability, and encouragement of the Lord; if we are 
going to increase and abound in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation where  
persecutions, trials, and sufferings are common, then we must fix our eyes on Jesus Christ above 
all else! 

I’ve never known a Christian to be exposed and vulnerable to drawing back from Jesus who 
was Spirit filled, and made learning, loving, and living in light of Jesus and His gospel his life goal 
and desire. 

Paul ends with pointing the church to Jesus and His return as a primary and powerful motivation 
to thriving spiritually. 

We will be changed into the glorified image of Jesus Christ when mortality is swallowed up by 
immortality!  On that day Jesus will present His bride w/o spot, or wrinkle.  This must change how 
we learn, love, and live out the gospel. 

This is the end game; this is the goal, when we will be forever with the Lord. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Matt 5:8; 1  

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children 
of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we 
are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when 
He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this 
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. John 3:1-3 

More grace is coming! 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Jude 
20-21 
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