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1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 | Real Ministry (Part 2) 
 
1. Real expectations of God’s Word  (verse 13) 

• Expected people to rightly receive it 
• Expected it to powerfully work in people (why we preach)  

o God’s word searches us 
! Hebrews 4:12-13, NLT 
! Fire and Hammer 

o God’s word grows us 
! 1 Peter 1:22 - 2:3, NASB 
! Hebrews 5:12-14, NLT 

o God’s word shapes us 
! 1 Timothy 3:16-17, NASB 

• Teaching = What is right 
• Reproof = What is wrong 
• Correction = How to get right 
• Training = How to stay right  

 
• How do you receive God’s word? What is the evidence of that? 2 Timothy 2:15, NASB 

 
2. Right understanding of opposition to God’s work  (verses 14-16 & 18) 

• Goal to console: Own people   --   solidarity: Churches in Judea, prophets, Paul, Jesus himself 
• My point is that opposition is real: 

o Sometimes opposition is from people (vv. 14-16) 
o Sometimes opposition is from devil (v. 18) 

! People may be the form of opposition to the Gospel—but not the true source 
! People are not the enemy—they are the harvest (Satan is the enemy)  
! 2 Timothy 2:24-26, NASB 

 
2. Reason to rejoice at the coming of God’s Son  (verses 19-20) 

• 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, NLT 
• Because of Paul’s faithful work among the Thessalonians he knew that when Jesus returned He would 

have reason to rejoice and a reward to expect 
o Revelation 22:12, NASB 

! He had obeyed God’s call on his life 
! He endeavored to let his life count for Christ’s purposes 
! He knew that his life belonged to Jesus and that he was loved 
! And that he was accountable: 

• 2 Corinthians 5:9b-11 and 14-15, NLT 
• Turn to 1 Corinthians 3:5-15  

 
• Paul asked: “… what will be our proud reward and crown as we stand before our Lord Jesus when he 

returns?” 
o His asking was rhetorical… but what about yours? 
o Paul was not living merely for Himself… but what about you? 
o Paul knew he had something to look forward to and be proud of… do you? 

! Paul was willing to work hard—but he knew it was God’s grace  
! 1 Corinthians 15:9-10, NIV 
! God’s grace is on and in you! Without effect? 

• Do you know that God’s word and God’s grace are at work in you? 
• Have you ever (by grace) worked hard for His purposes?  

 
o Epitaph? How will you feel at the end? Turn to 2 Timothy 4:1-8  

! Do you have reason to rejoice at His coming because of the expectation of reward?  
! Listen to Luke 12:16-21  
! Are you ”rich toward God”? 
! 1 Corinthians 15:58, NASB  


